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Discussion Description This small, worm-like snake is identified by a plain dark purplish-black dorsal
coloration with a plain, bright pink belly. Its snout and tail are very pointed. It rarely grows longer than about
25cm 9. It is not easily distinguished from the Midwestern Wormsnake , which has a lighter, brown dorsal
coloration and lighter pink belly. In the Western Wormsnake, the pink belly coloration extents up to the 3rd
row of dorsal scales, whereas on the Midwestern Wormsnake the pink belly coloration extents up only to the
1st or 2nd row. During a shed cycle, the dorsal coloration may appear gray. Habitats This species is rarely
seen exposed. It is fossorial ; burrowing in moist soil or under the leaf litter. I commonly find this species by
lifting boards, rocks, or other debris that is sitting loosely on the ground. Habits and Life History Due to the
preferred habitat of this small snake, it is difficult to study in a natural setting. Human encounters usually
occur during excavation work, gardening, or when picking up debris. This species is thought to mate in the
fall. Females retain the sperm and fertilize their eggs in the Spring. The eggs are likely laid sometime in early
summer, and hatching in the late summer. Prey and Hunting Techniques This species burrows through loose
soil in search of soft-bodied prey, especially earthworms. It uses a "grab-and-eat" technique for subduing and
swallowing its food. Temperament and Defense This species is secretive and will never feel completely
comfortable exposed. If one happens to be "turned up" by a predator, their first defense is a small size and
dark dorsal coloration. Upon getting flipped over, their bright pink belly acts as a second line of defense; a
brightly colored symbol of danger in this case a bluff! When handled, this species is not known to bite in
defense, but will almost certainly expel excrement and a foul-smelling musk. Conservation This species is
fairly common in Arkansas, even if rarely seen. There are no immediate threats to the species as a whole.
Because of its small size and unassuming nature, even people who are fearful of snakes generally find little
offense when they see one. I think this species often gets misidentified as some kind of strange earthworm. A
disjunct portion of the range occurs in the southeast. It is absent from counties bordering the Mississippi
River. Although rarely seen, this species is fairly common in the northern portion of its range, especially in
wooded areas but hidden under leaf litter or rocks. It is less commonly encountered in the southern portion of
its range. Gallery kaptainkory March 23, , at Amphibians and Reptiles of Arkansas. University of Arkansas
Press, Fayetteville.
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Amphibians and reptiles (herpetofauna) are a significant but much neglected component of the natural economy of the
province of Alberta. This second edition, which continues both as a field guide and a comprehensive natural history,
builds on the strengths of the first, with a richly illustrated text, and colour photographs of the species taken by renowned
wildlife photographer, Dr Wayne Lynch.
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This field guide describes 62 species of amphibians and species of amphibians found in Brunei. Each species account
includes a close-up colour photo, a description, and information on distribution and habitat.

Chapter 5 : Herps of Arkansas: Western Wormsnake (Carphophis vermis)
Amphibians and reptiles (herpetofauna) are a significant but much-neglected component of the natural economy of the
province of Alberta. This second edition, which continues both as a field guide and a comprehensive natural history,
builds on the strengths of the first with a richly illustrated text and colour photographs of the species taken.
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Books by Anthony P. Russell, The amphibians and reptiles of Alberta, A Pocket Guide to Reptiles and Amphibians of
Alberta, The Amphibians and Reptiles of Alberta.
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4 Alberta Conservation Association - Reptiles of Alberta Alberta has three species of garter snakes. These small,
slender snakes rank among the most beautiful and more common snakes in the province.
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The 2nd Ed of this very popular pocket guide provides quick, convenient access to essential pharmacology information.
Fully updated, it presents the latest medication and dosages for fish, reptiles, birds, rodents, amphibians, primates and
other exotic species.
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About Pocket Guide to the Reptiles and Amphibians of East Africa. This is a lightweight and portable guide, partly
adapted from the popular and highly acclaimed A Field Guide to the Reptiles of East Africa by the same authors.
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