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Academic experts on myth debate heatedly about what a myth is and how it functions in human life. In fact,
with so many conflicting meanings and so much debate, some scholars have declared the word meaningless
and abandoned it altogether. But I have decided to write about myth because no other single word captures this
absolutely essential aspect of our society, or any society. As I understand the term and use it here, a myth has
several basic qualities. First, it is a a story, told either explicitly or implicitly. Second, when a myth works or is
alive â€” that is, when some group of people accept it as valid and meaningful â€” it provokes a powerful
response from those people because it relies on vivid, evocative symbols to tell the tale. When words or
images function as symbols they affect us both intellectually and emotionally, both consciously and
unconsciously. They communicate several different, often divergent, sometimes even contradictory, meanings
simultaneously. When many symbols are woven together in a myth they evoke even stronger response. Third,
a living myth expresses something fundamental about the worldview, values, and lifestyle of the people who
accept it. A myth communicates what they assume to be true about: And because the world is the way it is,
living as we do or ought to is uniquely satisfying and fulfilling. Fourth, a living myth gives the people who
accept it a way to cope with the difficulties of life. It gives an impression of human life and the world as
relatively coherent, harmonious, sensible, and therefore meaningful, so that life seems worth living.
Sometimes a myth denies that there is any conflict or contradiction in the world. Sometimes it accepts but
explains conflicts, contradictions, and the suffering they cause. Sometimes it offers no explanation at all but
gives a powerful sense that life is good and worthwhile despite the conflicts, the contradictions, and the
suffering. The satisfaction comes in part from the conviction that, while life and the world are always
changing, the myth is a story that seems never to change. It is always available to be retold, reenacted, relived.
So the disturbing flux of the real is held in check by the bulwark of permanence â€” a sort of timeless present
â€” enshrined in the myth. Some myths are total fictions. Though they can have powerful influence on a
society, they can also be debunked by fact, which places some limit at least in theory on their influence. The
myths that affect us most, in theory and usually in fact, are those that blend empirical truth with fiction. The
more truth they contain, the more convincing they are, the harder they are to refute, and therefore the more
influence they have. However empirical truth or falsehood is not the most crucial question when it comes to
myth. As the definition above indicates, a myth communicates some very real truths to the people who accept
it as a living myth. This is the sense in which most historians of religion have come to use the term. They say
that myth has its own truth, a different kind of truth than science offers. The people who tell a myth do not
judge it by whether it can be proven factually true, either. Rather, the myth is a sort of lens through which they
see the world. It tells them what they can accept as factually true and what they must consider false. It tells
them what to pay attention to and what to ignore. It tells them how to interpret their experiences. In all these
way, myth shapes their view of truth. To modern interpreters, myth is symbolic, not literal, truth. Rather, we
judge it the way we judge a poem or a painting, by its power to move us emotionally; to challenge or reassure
us intellectually; to shape, reshape, or reaffirm the way we experience the world. But what about the relation
between myth and empirical or scientific fact? Most often a myth is compounded of both fiction and
empirically verifiable fact. Zeus, for example, does not really throw lightning bolts down from Mt. Olympus,
but powerful thunderstorms do regularly form on that particular mountaintop, generating plenty of very real
lightning that strikes the earth. Myths may generally have more fiction than fact, but sometimes the fact
outweighs the fiction. There are even perhaps rare occasions when myths are completely factually true.
American myths have been and still are nearly all influenced by the rationalist culture of the Enlightenment.
So they usually have a larger component of truth than the myths of ancient cultures. Our national myths draw
on empirical facts from all aspects of public life â€” political, economic, cultural, moral, and more â€” and
create a complex interplay among them, creating a sense of the nation and its life as a unified, harmonious
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whole. To achieve the most satisfying sense of wholeness, though, a myth must reshape the elements of
empirical truth contained in it. It exaggerates empirical truths that fit an idealized image while downplaying or
ignoring those that might contradict the received ideal. It exaggerates truths that are most likely to evoke
emotional response while downplaying or ignoring less evocative truths. It turns literal truths into vehicles for
symbolic meaning. Thus it creates a caricature of truth, a picture that is oversimplified, schematized, and
therefore easier to grasp and respond to. Consider, for example, two classic American myths: Both stories, as
told in elementary schools and known by most Americans, include elements of both fact and fiction.
Ultimately, though, when a myth is working its factual truth is irrelevant, because the people for whom a myth
is alive do not judge it by whether it can be proven factually true. Rather, the myth is the lens through which
they see the world and judge what is true and false. So it shapes their view of truth. Consider again the
Pilgrims and Parks. Both are emotionally powerful stories, made up of symbolic details that are readily and
vividly visualized, and both communicate similar messages: People from all over the world come to America
because here victims of injustice can and should stand up for their rights. What happens if people suffering
from injustice in other lands come to America, stand up for their rights, find themselves receiving no justice,
and return to their native lands, perhaps even finding relatively more justice there? Or, if America is their
native land, what happens if they give up the fight and accept a life of injustice? For a majority of Americans,
who hold the Pilgrims and Rosa Parks stories as living myths, there are two possibilities: Explain the
anomalous events in terms of the myth: Simply ignore the anomalous events altogether. It is hard for most of
us even to name people who actively tried to get more justice in the United States but failed in the long run.
Something similar happened in , when the prevailing myth insisted that Iraq, under Saddam Hussein, was
building up a threatening arsenal of weapons of mass destruction. All the factual evidence to the contrary was
largely ignored by the mass media because the myth did not allow that evidence to count as true fact. Even the
most respected mass media sources refused to admit facts contrary to the myth. Eventually they recanted and
apologized. But this was not simply because enough facts piled up to make the myth untenable. Myths can
stay alive in the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary. Classic myths do almost always have a
narrative form. These are what scholars call explicit myths. But one need not recite the whole myth to
communicate its full meaning and power, because every myth is made up of many discrete elements or
component pieces. These building blocks are usually words or visual images or a combination of the two. But
any sensory stimulus can play this role. All of these can serve as symbols, which are combined into themes,
memes, and motifs. These are the building blocks of myth. For those who know a myth, any component piece
of it can easily communicate the cognitive and emotional meaning of the whole. In such cases, when an entire
myth is implied by one small piece of it, scholars call it an implicit myth. The same process can work with
more abstract mythic stories too. In fact, every one of the specific components of each American myth is
ultimately connected to all the other building blocks of all other American myths in a network of implied
connections that is virtually endless. A group of interlocking myths can conveniently be called a mythology.
Words like progress, exceptionalism, abundance, and millennialism, for example, each conjure up an entire
complex mythology. This web in its totality forms a reservoir of national myths that myth-makers and
myth-tellers can draw on in mix-and-match fashion. Typically the full stories remain only implied, in such a
deep or unconscious way that few of us could reconstruct them in their complete narrative form. Nevertheless,
even a few mythic building blocks put together in almost any way can reinforce the power of the national
myths to shape our perceptions and understandings of the meaning of America, our place in it, and its place in
the world. Each myth helps to create a sense of national identity, defining what it means to be an American.
Each expresses something essential about the identity of the nation and its members, as many of them see it.
When Americans share in the repetition of their myths, they create or reaffirm their connection with each other
and their difference from other people who have other myths. Myth is like a social cement used to bond a
group together and to build a wall between them and other groups â€” which is one reason national myths
evoke such powerful emotion and satisfaction, Again, to be sure, not all Americans embrace every American
myth, nor do all find the same meanings and values in any particular myth. On the contrary, there is always
vigorous discussion and disagreement about those meanings and values. Different interpretations are
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inevitable, because myths and their component parts communicate symbolic meanings. So they tend to be
multivalent; that is, any given myth, or any specific element within a myth, is likely to express different and
often conflicting meanings simultaneously. The richer, more potent, and more fundamental the myth, the more
multivalent it is likely to be. Could anyone ever catalogue all the interpretations that have been assigned to
those few words, much less predict all the interpretations that will arise in the future? The full network of
American myths, taken as a whole, is like a playing field on which conflicts over public issues and public
meanings are constantly fought out. The component elements of the myths are also the materials with which
the conflict is fought or, one might say, the pieces with which the game is played. Since the meanings of
myths are always being contested, they are always open to change. Now, of course, it is a hotly contested
assertion.
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The American century that ended has begun anew into the 21st century with many now in the republic wondering what
happened. This book explains in detailed manner the real realities of American myths that have become embedded into
the popular culture of America.

Reality Has the American Dream always been the same? Certainly the standards of the dream have changed
throughout the years. Think about the s and s, the Great Depression time period. When discussing the
American Dream in the s and s, narratives such as Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck, and Death of a
Salesman by Arthur Miller, portray the struggles of this time period well. Characters in these novels and their
relationships with each other are legitimate representations of people in this time period. The characters all
shared one dream: Because some characters lived in a myth and some in a reality, some were seen as
disposable. All of these are problems many people lived through during this time period, trying to achieve the
American Dream. They all sought peace and relief from stress. In these narratives, those who lived in reality
often realized the struggle they were going through, and just how far they were from achieving the American
Dream. Linda also was aware of the struggle, and viewed life from a harsh reality. Willy all man never made a
lot of money. His name was never in the paper. So attention must be paid. The man is exhausted. Both of these
characters are aware of the cruel reality they live in, but some characters show that they are living in a myth.
Characters living in a myth view the world from a twisted reality, seeing life incorrectly from everyone else.
Willy is obviously a prime example of one living in a myth, with his botched memories and twisted realities
displayed clearly in the play. He thinks back to the past, remembering an incorrect life where he sees
situations and issues as no issue at all, and as only being positive. All of these characters believe that if a
rough stretch is ahead and they confront a problem, that they can ignore it and escape it with ease, which is
why they are living in a myth. Willy and Lennie shared similar goals in trying to achieve the American
Dream. Similarly, they viewed life from a myth. Many characters viewed life from either a myth or reality.
Charley also presented a harsh reality to Willy. However, Willy seems to step out of the myth for a moment
when talking to a Charley. Both Willy and Lennie had a fatal habit of ignoring reality and more importantly
the truth, so they could continue living in their myths. Because some characters were stuck in myth or reality,
it also had an effect on their relationships with others. In particular, characters stuck in myth were often seen
as disposable. This shows that most people working towards the American a Dream back then were
disposable. Lennie was seen as just another guy trying to make a living, just another guy lost in the wrong
dream, and just another guy who died trying. Similarly, Willy was also seen as a disposable character trying to
achieve the American Dream. This is clearly shown when no one showed up to his funeral. He obviously
knew many people as a traveling salesman, but was seen as disposable to the people he traveled to. He had the
wrong dream, and lived in the myth that the Dream was easy to achieve. The American Dream in the s and s
was shaped by people living in myths and reality. Their standpoint in myth or reality was extremely impactful
on their relationships with others, whether they were both trying to achieve the Dream or not. The Dream
created a lot of disposable people who all worked for the same goal, but some worked for the goal for the
wrong reasons, living in a myth. Works Cited Miller, Arthur. Death of a Salesman. Of Mice and Men.
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Welcome American Myths. American myths is an attempt to separate the line between perception and reality as so
much of today's politics is shaded to fit a partisan narrative with truth being the first casualty.

How can you explain that state of affairs to people who function in precisely the same way but who want
logical explanations and rational motivations for everybody else? America is a memoryâ€”a memory of the
lives and actions, the beliefs and efforts, of millions of human beings who have lived in American spaces,
participated in an American social world, and died Americans. The memory is contained in American
namesâ€”of people, of places, of events and institutions. The memory is contained in stories Americans tell
one anotherâ€”in poems and histories in speeches and broadcasts, in shows and pictures, in jokes and
obituaries. It is, contained in the ways Americans behave and in their expectations of behavior; it is contained
in the rituals Americans perform and in the games they play; it is contained in American social groupings, and
in the political, economic, and religious institutions Americans maintain. In the American memory are
contained many of the truths which are self-evident to Americans, which help them to understand their
country; and to explain their lives. Some of those truths seem to have grown out of American spaces: America
is a vast and productive land; it is the most powerful nation on earth; it is a great breadbasket of the world; it is
resourceful and wealthy. Some of those truths seem, to have come out of American past, out of historical
experience: Columbus discovered and Europeans settled and civilized America; Americans fought a
Revolution for freedom and independence; Americans fought a Civil War over nationalism and slavery;
America created a vast industrial world; Americans require automobiles, and energy, and a high standard of
living. America is a New World, America is a democracy, America has a special and important destiny in the
world, America is some kind of paradise, America is uniquely influential in modern human affairsâ€”for good
or for evil. But we do not live in some abstract land. Where we are is a very real America near the end of the
twentieth century. And we make great efforts to understand and to explain to ourselves and to the world what
that America is, what we are, and why we do what we do. Our explanations, as we see it, are modern
explanations based on our real, modern worldâ€”not leftovers from some mythical past. For actors and
audience alike, it often seemed to take on characteristics of a movie shown on television, interrupted by
commercials, with a rock-music background and a voice-over narration in sharp contrast to the visual images.
Once the war was over, Americans seemed to try to forget that it had happened, but at the same time, they
made and watched and even gave awards to movies about it. After enough time passed and memory receded
and settled, the name itself became a prayer, coded like all prayer to go past the extremes of petition and
gratitude: Vietnam Vietnam Vietnam, say again, until the word lost all its old loads of pain, pleasure, horror,
guilt, nostalgia. The social process of explaining and understanding is often very different from the realities of
the actual phenomena being explained. The difference is vividly true of wars. But for a society, the telling of
storiesâ€”the construction of social myths gradually takes on the quality of explanation. The myths create the
social illusion that understanding has been achieved. In an ancient and long-dead society that we think of as
simpler, somehow less sophisticated, and more innocent than ours, less scientific and rational, the Trojan War
became a proper subject of popular art. So, too, the modern American tellers of tales with movies, plays, and
books about Vietnam. How are Americans to explain the war in Vietnam? How are they to understand that
war? Such questions have disturbed many Americans for nearly two decades. Their answers have been
American answers. The explanations characteristically appeal to circumstances of the peculiarly American
experience and to the mythologies Americans believe, as FitzGerald wrote: The national myth is that of
creativity and progress, of a steady climbing upward into power and prosperity, both for the individual and for
the country as a whole. Americans see history as a straight line and themselves standing at the cutting edge of
it as representatives for all mankind But the telling of the story, or the re-creation of a vivid and familiar image
which is part of a myth, carries with itâ€”for those who are accustomed to the myth, those who believe itâ€”a
satisfying sense that the contradiction has been resolved, the elements of the paradox have been reconciled.
Dramatic retelling provides catharsis, as Aristotle pointed out about tragedy, which the audienceâ€”the
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participants in the mythâ€”takes to be an explanation, a structured understanding, of the original problem.
Myths often surround, and explain, heroes and heroines. But in modern America, many believe there are no
heroes, that we have become either too disillusioned or too rational to participate in the myths that create
heroes and heroines or to believe in human efficacy sufficiently to create heroic myths. Americans like the
cowboy who leads the wagon train by riding ahead alone on his horse, the cowboy who rides all alone into the
town Maybe even without a pistol. All he needs is to be alone, to show others that he rides into the town and
does everything by himself The image of the cowboy riding alone is an image in American heroic mythology.
It is available to Americans: Almost intuitively, Americans know it explains American loneliness,
independence, conviction, and the need for approval, while at the same time it reconciles some of the
contradictions among those characteristics. The cowboy is a heroic type, and even for those who do not
believe heroes exist in America, the use of such a mythological image by an American Secretary of State in
order to explain his behavior seems natural. They exist, and like all [7] other heroes and heroines, they are
perceived to be set apart from ordinary human beings and at the same time to be models for and explanations
of American social life. Americans frequently voice the fear that their world is falling apart. The specter of
war threatens either imminent atomic holocaust or continuing Vietnams. There is fear that the wealth and
productivity of America may decline or cease to exist. There is great ambivalence among Americans,
increasingly conscious and obvious, concerning government of all kinds, the Presidency, the military and
defense, and the availability and consumption of American resources. There are conscious, public discussions
of and ambivalence about the fundamental distinctions to be made among human beings and the propriety of
such distinctions in American lifeâ€”distinctions in regard to caste, race, and sex, as well as distinctions
between life and death, and human and animal life. Many Americans believe that their ambivalence is new in
American life, that they are unique in discovering contradictions among ideals or in discerning irreconcilable
opposition between what Americans profess and what they do. Our world is different; change itself is more
rapid, more far-reaching than ever before. As a nation, as a society, we may possibly feel the way we do
because we are connected to our past, because we participate in the traditional mythology of Americaâ€”not
because, as many of us feel, we are separated from that past and those myths. A belief we have not only not
lost, but one we rather fiercely hang on to? But it is identifiably an American world, and such a world is
possible only if it is inherited. The inheritance is not geneticâ€”it is a social inheritance: The American world
is a world looked at through American perceptions, explained in American ways, discussed and rationalized in
the American language, told about and understood in American stories, peopled by Americans. It is a real
worldâ€”so was the world of the ancient Greeksâ€”but it is perceived, understood, and explained in ways
which are fundamentally American: Our myths, whether they lead us to positive or negative responsesâ€”and
they can do bothâ€”give us a sense that the world is understandable and explicable. They lead us to believe
that the manifest contradictions among our ideals, or between our ideals and the realities we see around us, can
be reconciled. They keep our ideals for our society and for the world alive in us. And at the same time, they
pose the problems and underline the polarities in American society which generate tensions in individuals and
give the society its energy. We had arrived the day before on a ship from Asia, from Bombay. As we had
sailed almost into the Piazza San Marco and then up a Venetian canal, and as we had disembarked, we had felt
we had come home: We had to buy gloves at least, to keep from freezing. It was too gray and dark to see
inside San Marco. So we shoppedâ€”bought gloves, looked at lovely glass. Not once, but several times, as it
became obvious to the Venetians that we were Americans, they asked: We had always known Thanksgiving
was American, but somehow we had also felt that what was Western was American, and vice versa. How do
you explain Thanksgiving? Or was it really America we were thankful for? America has a calendar, just as
most peoples and nations do. It is based on the movement of the sun, but it retains ancient lunar features as
well as remnants of pagan and early Christian ritual. It marks days and weeks and seasons, as most calendars
do. And it also marks an annual cycle of specifically American, cultural and religious ritual celebrations which
make the year American and which provide for the annual renewal of American ideals and national myths. In
this it functions no differently from the calendars of other peoples, both ancient and modern, although many
Americans are not consciously aware of its functioning. Lee Day none is completely national. These
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commemorate the Civil War and celebrate freedom from oppression and slavery, a second revolution, the part
played by black Americans in national life. Memorial Day follows, a remembrance of all American wars and
of the preservation of the nation. Finally, the first portion of the annual cycle culminates, in the summer, with
the Fourth of July, Independence Day, a ritual reinforcement of the ideals of revolution, independence,
freedom, and nationalism. The second half of the annual cycle is less concerned with the revolutionary
mythology of American and more with the celebration of the peoples and the land of America. Labor Day,
Columbus Day, and Veterans Day all build a pattern of remembrance of the New World, of pathfinders and
discoverers, of workers and fighters. This part of the cycle culminates in Thanksgiving, a ritual celebration of
family and community in the New World. The cycle is climaxed by Christmas, an official national holiday,
which, if treated in a secular way ignoring its powerful and important religious significance , is a celebration
of hope, of newness, of salvation, and of great bounty and blessingsâ€”a combination of many of the dominant
elements celebrated in the rest of the annual cycle. The beginning and end of the year are marked by festivals
which are not specifically American: Both these holidays, along with the other national holidays, are ritual
celebrations of American myths. It is to provide American explanations for American experiences, for the
American past, for the existence and continuation of the American people. It is to provide a logic for the
reconciliation of the contradictions in important aspects of American life and experience. How the stories at
the core of these myths are told, and with what elaborations and variations, is not important to the functioning
of the mythsâ€”so long as they are told to and listened to by Americans. The historical veracity and accuracy,
of the stories is also unimportant to the functioning of the myths. In , Mason Weems set out to write a
pamphlet biography of George Washington, who had died the year before, and who was already being revered
as the Father of His Country. His pamphlet grew into a book, which ultimately went through eighty editions.
Seen without the benefit of his early-nineteenth-century inspirational prose, the story Weems told was a
simple one. George Washington, as a little boy, was given a hatchet for his birthday. When the tree was found
dead Weems did not actually write that George chopped it down , George was asked by his father if he had
done it. I did cut it with my hatchet. Clearly the story has something about it which has made it survive. Yet,
for some reason, Americans have found it a peculiarly memorable mythâ€”one of the things that hold us
together. First of all, the story implies the challenge and the thrill of a child deliberately disobeying, what must
have been parental injunction, or deliberately destroying something the parent presumably treasures. It is a
truism of modern American psychology that defying parents, challenging parental authority and parental
limits, is a universal phenomenon indulged in for a variety of strong psychic reasons.
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American Myth, American Reality [James O. Robertson] on www.nxgvision.com *FREE* shipping on qualifying offers.
Explores the functional value of the stories and metaphors of American myths to reveal America's vision of itself.

I may start collecting submissions for this essay again. They search for a dream, the American Dream. What is
this dream that so many come looking for? The American Dream is freedom, success, opportunity,
perseverance, equality, justice, and safety for all. A chance so unique, it only exists in a single country. But
how many actually achieve it? Is it a myth or reality? It can be fact or fiction. America is like a double-edged
sword, with the ability to strengthen your heart and the risk of stabbing you in the stomach. Each aspect of the
American Dream has its successes and flaws, one of these being opportunity. When people come to America
searching for the dream, everyone is given a chance to succeed, however, it is extremely rare to exceed the
social barrier. If a person were to grow up in a poverty-stricken area for all of their life, the only experience
that person would have with the adult world would be of low income and most likely low education. Due to
inductive thinking, this person may draw the conclusion that all places in the world are like that one area, and
their goals or standards will be lowered to the level of life that they know. But only in America is everyone
given a chance to succeed. In most countries, the social level in which you are born is the one that you must
stay in for your whole life. In the United States, public education is available, as well as many financial aides
given for colleges so that one may go on to achieve their goals in life. America is a country of equal
opportunity, but those who want to succeed must fight the battle to rise above the standards that were branded
upon them as a child. A major part of the American government is the justice system, which states all citizens
are "innocent until proven guilty. Many hard core criminals destroying the future of the country can get away
with crimes by technicality. For example, an unconstitutional gathering of evidence or witness tampering. This
allows these criminals to walk away with no punishment for their actions. America takes pride in this justice
system, which is supposed to help protect the American people, but if so many can get out of discipline, how
safe are the citizens? The truth of the matter is an interesting paradox: This makes justice an honorable system
which protects the freedoms and rights of this country. Each person is guaranteed a fair trial, and if someone
believes their trial was unfair under any circumstances, such as discrimination, etc. The justice system in
America has an equally sharp blade on each of its two ends, both securing and endangering the citizens of
America and their dream. I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American Dream. The law
guarantees everyone in America is treated equally, no matter their race, gender, social level, or anything else.
These may all seem like past occurrences, but recent experiences show that some tension still remains.
Women, men, African Americans, Caucasians, Hispanics, and people of every other minority are allowed to
run and vote for major offices such as the President and Vice President. However, a black person, Hispanic
person, Jewish person or a woman has never in the history of America held either of these offices. Anthony
said, "We are assembled to protect against a form of government existing with out the consent of the
governed- to declare our right to be free as man is free, to be represented in the government which we are
taxed to support. Equality in America is essential for success and is part of living the American Dream. But
with every success comes a flaw, and this is no different. Every American is not treated equally, even with all
of the laws protecting the citizens. The American Dream has many aspects, and it can be fact or fiction
depending on the efforts of the American people. Perseverance is a shield which protects the dream of the
people. But it is also the American people who protect the dream. Only through their perseverance can the
dream be achieved. The double-edged sword of the American Dream is protected and fulfilled by the shield of
perseverance.
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Posted on July 10, by thegreathoax Justification Myths The peculiar circumstances of America created unique
opportunities to acquire and maintain wealth. As a result middle class justification myths linked with the
American ideology developed to promote the self-image of the American people and to satisfy the control
interest of the power elite. Nevertheless, middle class prosperity justification myths remain largely
unquestioned. One might wonder how myths with inaccurate causality could be accepted to explain actual
experienced conditions. As an example, here is an interesting example of how the independent truth of two
facts can be used to explain a third condition with which they are both independently linked. Some years ago
after international mujahideen volunteers were forced to leave Afghanistan, some Arab mujahideen sought
refuge and settled in those border areas of Pakistan. After staying for sometime there with nothing to keep
them occupied except to observe the local life patterns, the Arabs challenged the Islamic propriety of women
working in the fields of one village. Often outcomes actually generate myths to justify themselves rather than
the myths themselves producing the outcomes. As long as America was prosperous, any justification myth that
we adopted could be correct. Therefore, any situation we found ourselves in should be a result of those myths.
Of course sometimes the situation was not fully to our liking so we could simply say that the cause of that
situation was some sort of interference with or short-circuit in the myths rather than a problem with the myths
themselves or their causality. In short, believing â€” and acting on â€” these American myths required that we
remain prosperous, and that no serious analysis of cause and effect be made. Now that we have a permanent
decline in American prosperity and other perceived virtues, the myths that explained them and their causality
have begun to be questioned. Ascertaining real conditions in America and their causes as a native-born
American would seem to be a simple job and we would imagine that much scholarly analysis would be
available to achieve this goal. In fact, so much has been written about every aspect of America and American
life that I expected that I would only need to consult and sift through that material in order to make an
assessment of conditions and causes. The extensive written material and spoken debate about almost aspect of
American political economy assumed or accepted traditional, or prevailing conditions as reality and expressed
an opinion for or against the conditions under that reality. There was a rough consensus of the observed
reality. Ironically, the subjectivist position developed into its own absolutist position where only the judgment
that there is no judgment can be correct and prevail. This illogical and perverse environment where not only
the result, but also the underlying reality itself is in dispute is described in detail by Thomas Sowell in his
Vision of the Anointed. This would allow individuals or opinions to be judged negatively simply by any
association with particular terms, whether or not the association was valid or the terms themselves were
correct. Thus, there was no right or wrong to be argued for any issue, since many issues had already been
defined in the institutional framework of right and wrong terms. It was only necessary to make the connections
with key terms to determine right and wrong rather than arguing on individual merits. Where valid arguments
could not be denied these were defeated by linkage with Freudian slips, externalizing association or reverse
psychology. By introducing the concept that saying one thing and meaning the opposite, and saying something
accidentally that was subconsciously intended, any valid argument could be suspect or maligned easily thus
eliminating the need to struggle with counter arguments. Using this perverse way of thinking, anyone with a
strong opinion against something could actually be for it, and mistakenly saying something unintended would
actually be saying what was really intended. As ridiculous as this seemed as a childish or adolescent game it
has gained credence and general usage in daily thinking. This kind of perverse thinking has also been
promoted in popular comedy and even seemingly ordinary discourse. Attention to the apparent has gradually
shifted to the hidden, which by definition cannot be known. This has increasingly been developed in the
advertising industry so that what is important is not how the red shirt looks on you, but why you bought it and
what it means about you. Psychology in general and the Freudian approach in particular have led to the
deconstruction of culture by changing its historical references and breaking its social meanings through
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various twisted and reverse logical arguments. In this environment it is difficult to have any type of debate on
a subject since no subject is complete in its apparent character. As a result, contending positions cannot be
objectively or internally compared and decided â€” because they are supposed to have hidden features which
are not known. We have developed a society with an assumptive basis for reasoning, rather than a deduced
objective or subjective basis of reasoning. This means that we do not talk about good versus evil, or about
knowledge versus ignorance, but about what assumptions are supported by sanctioned and approved terms and
what positions are against those terms. In this environment only those who are empowered to use particular
terms have the authority to trump any ideas or concepts not supported by them. We have to ask whether
assumptions promoted by the privileged terms are merely based on coincidental association, vague concepts or
just on unproven negation of other ideas? As such, argument by terms functions as a sort of unsupported
shorthand for making stark definition between the black and white, of inclusion and exclusion, within those
terms. This situation is far removed from the Renaissance and Enlightenment appreciation of truth and
investigation. Education in the post-war period began to introduce shibboleths that not only could not be
challenged, but that must guide investigation and interpretation. Wherever a judgment existed, it was to be
discarded in favor of a complaint against it since the progressive was by definition the preferred. In the process
of converting the liberal arts into social sciences for big government, the importance of philosophical
questions about the priorities of man to survive, reproduce, enjoy, achieve and survive was lost. Social science
assumes a regular distribution of behavior as a system according to some desired or efficiency rules, as
opposed to simple observation of individual behavior with respect to cultural, religious or philosophical
norms. Once behavior was made a part of a system, every aspect of behavior became worthy of study as an
separate element independent of the whole in the system. This has resulted in the plethora of topical subjects
of study that are now offered in universities. This invention of a this new reality is discussed in detail in World
Systems Analysis by Emanuel Wallerstein. The social sciences replaced philosophy, morality and other
classical traditions and became the core of American academic and intellectual life which guides education
and public discourse and debate, but not personal life. Personal values are still needed to give consistency to
any decisions made and paths taken, but cannot be guided by modern social sciences. That is the realm of
ethics and judgment which are no longer linked to the broader society by philosophy. These groups cannot
provide moral or philosophical guidance and only serve to guide human energy. Nothing can provide a basis
for common values other than common behavior, knowledge and experience. This is especially difficult in a
fully individualistic society where all background decisions have to be made over and over again, whereas in a
traditional communal society, background decisions are automatic and more efficient within traditional
environments. Early stages of individualistic society have some automatic decisions as well as some
individual decisions allowing for more adaptability for changing conditions. In our individualistic society the
effort required to make all judgments on a personal basis is too great and exceeds the benefits from individual
expression and adaptability to changing conditions. As the classic book Propaganda notes, under the
conditions of modern democratic market society, complete self-direction is impossible so social guidance has
to be given through the media. However, since this guidance is not part of any consistent philosophy or
ideology, it has to be accepted only on a case by case basis, and provides no reference to other cases. As a
result of this change a greater burden has been placed on ethics. But, ethics is not intended to help identify
truth and consistency the realm of philosophy and to some extent religion and morality , but only to guide
proper behavior based on core values. So ethics is useless without shared fundamental understandings â€”
both historical and current â€” and how they relate to myth and reality. This would suggest the need for
religion, philosophy, logic and rhetoric to grow in importance, but the opposite has been true. Religion has
been under tremendous attack from all sides for decades and no longer provides independent guidance to
society as a whole, but rather reflects elements of the society. Philosophy at least, should be independent of
the current social environment, but even philosophy has been cleverly demeaned and distorted through its
conversion to economics. In this way the search for truth, which should be guided by philosophy more
precisely aletheia , has been replaced by economics whose job is defining desired or so-called efficient
outcomes! In the same manner political economy â€” the political process of distribution and management of

Page 12

DOWNLOAD PDF AMERICAN MYTH, AMERICANREALITY
benefits in a society â€” has also been deceptively integrated into the pseudo-scientific economics to mean the
desired mythical market behavior of a society. An important step in advancing this distortion of reality, truth
and values is the development and use of statistics. Statistics we are told has its origins in government state
information. This sounds innocuous enough, but over time statistics has become not just information, but a
new discipline in the social sciences. Today statistics has become an all pervasive way of reporting and
interpreting reality, substituting for actual experience and perception. Statistics now represents partials rather
than quantities. Even in the face of such a fundamental change, there has been no intellectual or philosophical
objection. The transition from simple quantities as the basis for judgment to the use of percentage the number
in every , or statistics has further distorted human understanding of reality. It would seem to be almost
non-existent. But if this is considered as 1 in a students and a school might have 1, students, then 10 students
would have the disease. Would anyone want their children attending that school? The above examples show
how facts, concepts and even disciplines can and have been distorted by disassembly, redefinition, distractions
and false images to change visions, goals and behavior in very recent years. Despite this propagandistic
association, however, the collective meaning of the new myths that compose the national ideology is in fact
social disunity and opposition to middle class values. The disconnect between the key importance of the
traditional middle class social contract and a new national ideology of disunity that has been portrayed as the
national unifying ideology is the basis for our loss of national social cohesion, virtue and productive
dynamism. This makes it urgent for us to review the American ideology and national myths to validate and
correct the assumptions and realities that they claim to represent. The substitution of new myths in the
American ideology and methods of debate broke down the basis for the middle class social contract and
understanding of history in the United States. Post-World War II prosperity and the establishment of the
American Empire hid and pacified most ideological and social conflicts for a time, but as the conflicts became
too great to be sustained by the declining national wealth and common values, American society has been
splintered into many factions competing for limited political economy resources.
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