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Chapter 1 : ANCA-associated vasculitis.

They are detected as a blood test in a number of autoimmune disorders, but are particularly associated with systemic
vasculitis, so called ANCA-associated vasculitides. Contents 1 ANCA IF patterns.

Diagnosis of ANCA-associated vasculitis All four guidelines demand interdisciplinary care of the patients in
centres specialising in vasculitis, since AAV can manifest in diverse clinical images [2]. Moreover, they all
unanimously recommend performing ANCA detection by an indirect immunofluorescence test, combined with
monospecific immunoassays for anti-PR3 and anti-MPO if there is a corresponding clinical suspicion [2]. At
the international level, it is currently discussed to perform the two antigen-specific immunoassays as screening
tests Position Paper, [3]. Therefore, only the performance of both tests provides highest diagnostic certainty.
Possibly due to this and other aspects in the position paper which still require clarification, the new S1
guideline still follows the recommendations of the valid international consensus statements from and [7, 8],
which argue for the combination of indirect immunofluorescence and monospecific immunoassays. In order to
confirm a diagnosis, all expert groups recommend performing and analysing a biopsy [2]. Neither does a
negative antibody finding exclude active disease, nor do increasing titers provide reliable prognosis of a
possible relapse. It is recommended to regularly check the disease activity based on the clinical symptoms [2].
Up to now, there were no reliable activity markers for vasculitis available. A very promising candidate in
vasculitis with kidney involvement is now sCD in urine [9]. CD is a membrane protein localised on the
surface of monocytes and macrophages. The soluble form, sCD, is produced by enzymatic splitting of the
ectodomain as a response to proinflammatory stimuli. Corresponding to this hypothesis, the scientists found a
close association of increased sCD levels in urine and active renal vasculitis. The sCD values in patients with
acute vasculitis were significantly higher than in patients in remission stage, with other diseases, or in healthy
control persons. Therapy of ANCA-associated vasculitis When deciding on a remission-inducing therapy, a
distinction is made between AAV patients with and without potentially life- or organ-threatening
manifestations. All four guidelines agree that if there is the possibility of organ damage, glucocorticoids
should be administered together with cyclophosphamide or rituximab, while in AAV without possible organ
damage a therapy of glucocorticoids and methotrexate is recommended. If remission is achieved, the treatment
should be continued with a medium-strong immunosuppressive therapy azathioprine or methotrexate for 18 to
24 months [2]. Despite many similarities, there are also differences between the national recommendations [2].
According to Hellmich, this is due to a lack of data and particularities of the different national health systems.
Nonetheless, the new guideline of the DGRh provides important assistance and orientation aid for clinicians
who are treating AAV patients.

Chapter 2 : Vasculitis - Wikipedia

Antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibody (ANCA)-associated vasculitis (AAV) is a group of diseases (granulomatosis with
polyangiitis, eosinophilic granulomatosis with polyangiitis and microscopic polyangiitis), characterized by destruction and
inflammation of small vessels.

Chapter 3 : ANCA-Associated Vasculitidesâ€”An Update

A recent large survey of patients with ANCA associated vasculitis found a lag of three to 12 months between disease
onset and diagnosis, suggesting that diagnostic delay is a problem.1 We review the diagnosis and management of
ANCA associated vasculitides for the generalist reader, drawing on the findings of observational studies, randomised.

Chapter 4 : PTPN22 RW polymorphism in the ANCA-associated vasculitides - dissemin

Guidelines for diagnosis and therapy of ANCA-associated vasculitides Dr. Florian Seebeck In December , the German
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Society for Rheumatology (DGRh) published their first guideline for the diagnosis and treatment of ANCA-associated
forms of vasculitis (AAV) [1].

Chapter 5 : Guidelines for diagnosis and therapy of ANCA-associated vasculitides - EUROIMMUNBlog

What are the latest issues in the understanding of the pathophysiology of ANCA-associated vasculitides and the
treatment of these disorders? The current review addresses these issues.

Chapter 6 : Anti-neutrophil cytoplasmic antibody - Wikipedia

The vasculitides are a heterogeneous group of conditions typified by their ability to cause vessel inflammation with or
without necrosis. They present with a wide variety of signs and symptoms and, if left untreated, carry a significant
burden of mortality and morbidity.

Page 2


