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Human Rights: A Very Short Introduction. Second Edition. Andrew Clapham Very Short Introductions. Discusses the
role of human rights in law, philosophy, and politics, to reveal the role played by human rights in the contemporary world.

May 16, Jasmine rated it it was amazing Recommends it for: The vocabulary of human rights can help to
formulate these demands. Expressing conflicts in terms of human rights language can reveal the competing
interests at stake and suggest the appropriate principles and procedures for resolving the tension. I highly
recommend it to literally everybody. Throughout my readings, I was quoting quite a lot from this book. For
this very short review though, I would like to concentrate on his final remarks. His above-mentioned quote
makes once again clear how important language is. And where there is imagination and language, literature is
not far away: Clapham concludes his final remarks with a quote from E. How dare these men label her sister!
What horrors lay ahead! What impertinences that shelter under the name of science! The pack was turning on
Helen, to deny her human rights, and it seemed to Margaret that all Schlegels were threatened with her. The
passage illustrates how, then as now, human rights claims result simply from a sense of injustice and a feeling
of solidarity. We hear a lot about human rights nowadays - but most of us are unsure exactly what they are.
Although most of us would agree that each human being deserves to live a life of dignity free from fear, when
we get into the specifics, most of us would disagree on many points. Because, as the author says, a "human
right" is a very fluid concept, with no clear-cut boundaries. Using a story by Milan Kundera as a sort of
templat As usual, the "Very Short Introductions" series scores with another good book. Using a story by Milan
Kundera as a sort of template, Andrew Clapham sets out the following brief characteristics for human rights.
For some people, human rights are self-evident and logical. Human rights are claims that occur to people when
they feel they have encountered some injustice. Appealing to rights and ensuring respect for rights is a way of,
not only achieving a fixed goal, but changing the system we live in. For some people, there is an historical
association between human rights and Western preoccupations, and it has therefore been tempting to dismiss
those who raise the issue of human rights as divorced from the actual deprivations they are talking about. The
sense of solidarity amongst those who believe they are the victims of a human rights violation can transcend
class, gender, and other distinctions. There can be several different logics of human rights depending on
culture, time, place and knowledge. The concern for human rights can be said have started in earnest with
Rousseau "Man loses by the social contract his natural liberty, and an unlimited right to all which tempts him,
and which he can obtain; in return he acquires civil liberty, and proprietorship of all he possess" and
proceeded through Tom Paine The Rights of Man , through the declaration of human rights of almost all
democracies, to the concept of international human rights, enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, adopted by the UN General Assembly in , with its 30 articles.
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Andrew Clapham Andrew Clapham is Professor of Public International Law at the Graduate Institute of International and
Development Studies, Geneva. He was the first Director of the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and
Human Rights (June - July ).

Chapter 3 : Human Rights in the Private Sphere - Andrew Clapham - Oxford University Press
Andrew Clapham (born in Tunbridge Wells) is a British international lawyer specializing in human rights, international
courts and tribunals and international humanitarian law. He has served in various advisory capacities at the United
Nations.
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Andrew Clapham wrote a very readable and concise introduction to Human Rights. I highly recommend it to lite "For
human rights to have a greater impact, they have to appeal to people's imaginations and become properly part of their
vocabulary.

Chapter 5 : Andrew Clapham - Wikipedia
Clapham, Andrew, Human Rights and International Criminal Law (April 20, ). The Cambridge Companion to International
Criminal Law, edited by William Schabas, and has been reproduced by permission of Cambridge University Press.
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Andrew Clapham, author Director of the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, and
Professor of Public International Law, Graduate Institute of International Studies, Geneva Author Webpage.

Chapter 7 : Andrew Clapham (Author of Human Rights)
Andrew is Professor of Public International Law at the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies in
Geneva and he was the first Director of the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights.

Chapter 8 : Human Rights: A Very Short Introduction - Very Short Introductions
Andrew Clapham is Professor of International Law at the Graduate Instituteof International Studies, Geneva and
Director-designate of the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights.
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The threats to human rights posed by non-state actors are of increasing concern. Multinational corporations, armed
oppositions groups, and the activities of international organizations such as the United Nations, NATO, and the
European Union are increasingly examined with recourse to a human rights lens.
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