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Chapter 1 : Truth Still a Casualty at Dieppe â€“ Consortiumnews
Read "At Whatever Cost - The Story Of The Dieppe Raid" by R.W. Thompson with Rakuten Kobo. The Dieppe Raid is
perhaps the best known and the least known about of all the important actions of the Second World War.

Sixty-nine years ago, British commanders dispatched mostly Canadian troops on a raid against German
coastal defenses at the French city of Dieppe. The attack was a fiasco, losing more than half the landing force,
but well-connected British officers spun the defeat into a P. But now 69 years later, a closer reading of the
historical record makes clear that the disaster at Dieppe was less a learning experience on how to conduct
amphibious assaults than a template for how to spin a debacle, to protect the reputations of powerful military
and political figures. The principal architect of the Dieppe fiasco was Lord Louis Mountbatten, a close relative
of the British Royal family and a favorite of Prime Minister Winston Churchill who had appointed him to the
important post of Chief of Combined Services. It was often said of him that the truth, in his hands, was swiftly
converted from what it was to what it should have been. Given the fact that British and other Allied troops had
barely escaped from Dunkirk two years earlier, the idea of landing the mostly Canadian force on the beaches
of Dieppe, have them destroy some German coastal defenses, hold the town for two tides, and then withdraw
might indeed have seemed rather foolhardy. But Mountbatten pushed for the raid as a dramatic blow against
the Germans whose forces had shifted east to strike at the Soviet Union. The landing at Dieppe about miles
east of the D-Day beaches of Normandy would be the first large-scale daylight assault on a strongly held
objective in Europe. It also would be the greatest amphibious landing since Gallipolli during World War I
another bloody disaster and it would be the first time in history tanks would land on beaches held by the
enemy. But Dieppe was to be another first as well. It would be the first big propaganda exercise of modern
warfare. At the time, military-public relations were a newfangled notion, foreign to most senior British and
Canadian officers. Twenty-one war correspondents and photographers were allowed to accompany the raid.
What they in fact witnessed was a tragic and costly fiasco. For every man who died in Dieppe, at least 10 more
must have been spared in Normandy in More than half the landing force was killed, wounded or captured
without accomplishing a single major objective. The late British historian Robin Neillands was one who cut
through the propaganda that has fogged a clear understanding of the Dieppe fiasco. Those who seek glory in
war will not find it on the beaches of Dieppe. Those who seek tales of valour need look no further. Private Roy
Jacques first told me the real story: In less than ten hours battle, after hitting the beach, 1, of us had been
killed. I was captured along with 2, others, mostly wounded by the Germans, and spent the rest of the war at
Stalag Stargard. In , I accompanied him for a return trip to Dieppe for the 65th anniversary of the landing. As
we walked the landing beach and visited the Canadian cemetery, he told me: The tide was about the same as it
is now when we ran across those damn rocks tripping and falling. See that old German pillbox is still there
overgrown with weeds. I took his watch and brought it back to his mother who never did believe he had been
killed at Dieppe. Ryan expressed disdain for Munro and the other journalists. Munro was author of the
Toronto Star article cited above. We cannot avoid stating the general composition of the force, since the
enemy will know it and make capital of our losses and of any failure of the first effort of Canadian and U. We
then lay extremely heavy stress on stories of personal heroism â€” through interviews, broadcasts, etc.
Classified papers in the British archives released 30 years after the battle show that Mountbatten may have
even duped Churchill and his War cabinet into believing Dieppe was a success. One report from Mountbatten
read: The planning had been excellent, air support faultless, and naval losses extremely light. Of the 6, men
involved, two thirds returned to Britain and all I have seen are in great form. Historical records show that 3, of
the 6, men who made it ashore were killed, wounded or captured a loss rate of almost 60 percent. Mountbatten
even convinced Churchill to replace his original critical account of the raid in his war history, The Hinge of
Fate, with a more positive one written by Mountbatten himself, according to Brian Loring Villa, a professor of
history at the University of Ottawa who wrote Unauthorized Action: Mountbatten and the Dieppe Raid. In , in
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a speech to British war veterans, Mountbatten even accused the Canadians of changing his original plan to a
frontal attack, Villa reported. Throughout his life, Lord Mountbatten continued to work assiduously to
enhance his place in history, especially regarding his leadership of the Dieppe raid. Despite some dissenting
voices, he was largely successful, or at least he spared himself from any searing condemnation. I never really
felt, except maybe on the Dieppe raid, that I was really cheating the public at home. Bodies piled up on the
ramp. Some staggered to the beach and fell. They had been cut down before they had a chance to fire a shot.
The beach was khaki-coloured with the bodies of the boys from Central Ontario. The battle of D-Day was won
on the beaches of Dieppe. It was a day of wrangling, first with one censor and then with another, until our
mutilated and emasculated texts, rendered almost bland under relentless pressure, was released 24 hours after
our return. There was sheer folly at Dieppe, but that was at the planning level. Those who had to execute these
misguided orders against impossible odds showed gallantry and heroism of the highest order. A reporter for
the Deutsche Alleghenies Zeitung, who was visiting a nearby Luftwaffe air base, wrote of the Allied assault:
Josef Goebbels, in a radio interview monitored by the BBC, sounded rational compared to British claims of
victory at Dieppe, assertions that Goebbels correctly mocked as propaganda: For the sake of the war effort,
and because the war against Hitler was considered a just one, they did what was required of them. Others insist
that the raid was poorly planned and an avoidable blunder. Both extend our ability to think past the narrow
present, and if they are distorted for whatever reason future misjudgements are invited. Truth can often be
painful, especially for the foot soldiers and their loved ones who wish to cling to the positive spin of terrible
events. They can be forgiven, as can be the relatives and friends of those who died at Dieppe who desperately
searched for meaning in the sacrifice and loss. It can take great personal courage to make hard and truthful
judgments in wartime. When I visited the Canadian cemetery, Alain Menue of the Dieppe memorial
association, moved among the grave stones marked with a maple leaf and the date August 19, , laying wreaths
and flowers: Even though there are few lines now in the history books about the battle. It is important to
remember the defeats as well as the victories. Glorified history can make war more palatable to the public,
which can encourage its use again, often too readily and without regard to the real human consequences.
Though there is no draconian censorship of war news from Afghanistan, for instance, there is still pressure on
reporters and news organizations to put the best face on events, not to be too negative. But sometimes the
sacrifice of these soldiers is more to advance or protect the reputations of political and military leaders than
anything else. Perhaps British poet Rudyard Kipling put it best in writing about another pointless military
mission in World War I, where his own son perished: Meanwhile, from senior military leaders like General
David Petraeus, former U. And the rate of suicides among veterans is also at epidemic levels. Dieppe was a
case of deceitful manipulation of the press into reporting a defeat as a victory. In Afghanistan today, however,
it is more a case of American journalists being almost absent from the war. With few exceptions, those who
are present are covering the war the way the U. One critic quoted says the lack of sustained American TV
reporting of Afghanistan is the most irresponsible behavior in all the annals of war journalism. North has
known and interviewed dozens of veterans of the Dieppe raid and researched it in the British and Canadian
war archives. This article is based on a chapter from the manuscript of his book Inappropriate Conduct which
deals with war reporting in World War II.
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Chapter 2 : - At Whatever Cost - The Story Of The Dieppe Raid by R.W. Thompson
At Whatever Cost - The Story Of The Dieppe Raid [R.W. Thompson] on www.nxgvision.com *FREE* shipping on
qualifying offers. Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the s and before, are now extremely
scarce and increasingly expensive.

Background[ edit ] In the immediate aftermath of the evacuation of the British Expeditionary Forces from
Dunkirk in May , the British started on the development of a substantial raiding force under the umbrella of
Combined Operations Headquarters. This was accompanied by development of techniques and equipment for
amphibious warfare. In late , a scheme was put forward for the landing of 12 divisions around Le Havre based
on a withdrawal of German troops to counter Soviet success in the east. From this came a proposed test of the
scheme in the form of Operation Rutter. Rutter was to test the feasibility of capturing a port in the face of
opposition, the investigation of the problems of operating the invasion fleet, and testing equipment and
techniques of the assault. A major problem for the RAF was that the Luftwaffe fighters declined to engage in
combat over the French coast and instead operated inland, forcing the Spitfires to fly deep into France to
engage in combat and thereby using up their fuel, placing the British aircraft at a distinct disadvantage when
they finally encountered the Luftwaffe. Thanks to intelligence provided by Ultra , the British knew that if any
Allied force attempted to seize a port in France, the Germans would assume it to be the beginning of an
invasion and that the Luftwaffe was to mount an all-out effort against the Allied forces in the port, whenever it
might be. Armed with this knowledge, Fighter Command pressed very strongly in the spring and summer of ,
for a raid to temporarily seize a French port in order to provoke the Luftwaffe into committing most of its
fighters in France to a battle along the French coast that would favour the RAF. The River Scie is on the
western end of the town and the River Arques flows through the town and into a medium-sized harbour. In ,
the Germans had demolished some seafront buildings to aid in coastal defence and had set up two large
artillery batteries at Berneval-le-Grand and Varengeville-sur-Mer. However, the Germans in a much less
ambitious summer offensive launched in June, were deep into southern Soviet territory, pushing toward
Stalingrad. Joseph Stalin himself repeatedly demanded that the Allies create a second front in France to force
the Germans to move at least 40 divisions away from the Eastern Front to remove some of the pressure on the
Red Army. In discussion with Admiral Mountbatten it became clear that time did not permit a new large-scale
operation to be mounted during the summer after Rutter had been cancelled , but that Dieppe could be
remounted with the new code-name "Jubilee" within a month, provided extraordinary steps were taken to
ensure secrecy. For this reason no records were kept but, after the Canadian authorities and the Chiefs of Staff
had given their approval, I personally went through the plans with the C. This plan was approved by the chiefs
of staff in May It included British parachute units attacking German artillery batteries on the headlands on
either side of the Canadians making a frontal assault from the sea. The plan called for a frontal assault, without
any heavy preliminary air bombardment. British and Canadian officials supposedly withheld the use of air and
naval bombardments in an attempt to limit casualties of French civilians in the port-city core. Roberts, the
military force commander, is also said to have argued that a bombardment would make the town streets
impassable, and thus hinder the assault after it had broken out of the beaches. Churchill Mann, who was
regarded as the most able staff officer in the Canadian Army, wrote that the entire concept of landing tanks
onto the shoreline of France "is almost a fantastic conception", and that what would be gained via "surprise"
and the "terrific moral effects on the Germans and the French" would be more than enough to ensure the
success of Operation Rutter, as the raid was then code-named. Location of the raid: In addition, three of the
Churchills were equipped with flame-thrower equipment and all had adaptations enabling them to operate in
the shallow water near the beach. Naval and air support[ edit ] The Royal Navy supplied ships and landing
craft. This was because of the reluctance of First Sea Lord Sir Dudley Pound to risk capital ships in an area he
believed vulnerable to attacks by German aircraft. The planners had assessed the beach gradient and its
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suitability for tanks only by scanning holiday snapshots, which led to an underestimation of the German
strength and of the terrain. They had also detected increased radio traffic and landing craft being concentrated
in the southern British coastal ports. They were deployed along the beaches of Dieppe and the neighbouring
towns, covering all the likely landing places. The city and port were protected by a concentration of heavy
weapons on the main approach particularly in the myriad cliff caves , and with a reserve at the rear. The
defenders were stationed not only in the towns themselves, but also between the towns in open areas and
highlands that overlooked the beaches. Elements of the st Infantry Regiment defended the Dieppe radar station
near Pourville and the artillery battery over the Scie river at Varengeville. To the east the th Infantry Regiment
were deployed near the artillery battery at Berneval-le-Grand. Initial landings[ edit ] The Allied fleet left the
south coast of England on the night of 18 August , with the Canadians leaving from the Port of Newhaven.
The fleet of eight destroyers and accompanying motor gun boats to escort the landing craft and motor launches
were preceded by minesweepers that cleared paths through the English Channel for them. Colour coded
Dieppe Raid landing beaches. The initial landings began at On their way in, the landing craft and escorts
heading towards Puys and Berneval ran into and exchanged fire with a small German convoy at The battery
could fire upon the landing at Dieppe 4 miles 6. The craft carrying No. The commandos from six craft who did
land on Yellow I were beaten back and, unable to safely retreat or join the main force, had to surrender. Only
18 commandos got ashore on Yellow II beach. They reached the perimeter of the battery via Berneval, after it
was attacked by Hurribombers , and engaged their target with small arms fire. Although unable to destroy the
guns, their sniping for a time managed to distract the battery to such good effect that the gunners fired wildly
and there was no known instance of this battery sinking any of the assault convoy ships off Dieppe. The
commandos were eventually forced to withdraw in the face of superior enemy forces. This was the only
success of Operation Jubilee. This portion of the raid was considered a model for future amphibious Royal
Marine Commando assaults as part of major landing operations. Trapped between the beach and high sea wall
fortified with barbed wire , they had made easy enfilade targets for MG34 machine guns in a German bunker.
The naval engagement between the small German convoy and the craft carrying No. The landing near Puys by
the Royal Regiment of Canada plus three platoons from the Black Watch of Canada and an artillery
detachment were tasked to neutralize machine gun and artillery batteries protecting this Dieppe beach. They
were delayed by 20 minutes and the smoke screens that should have hidden their assault had already lifted.
The advantages of surprise and darkness were thus lost, while the Germans had manned their defensive
positions in preparation for the landings. The well-fortified German forces held the Canadian forces that did
land on the beach. As soon as they reached the shore, the Canadians found themselves pinned against the
seawall, unable to advance. The Royal Regiment of Canada was annihilated. Of the men in the regiment, were
killed and captured. They beached at The battalion managed to leave their landing craft before the Germans
could open fire. However, on the way in, some of the landing craft had drifted off course and most of the
battalion found themselves west of the River Scie rather than east of it. Because they had been landed in the
wrong place, the battalion, whose objective was the hills east of the village, had to enter Pourville to cross the
river by the only bridge. A concrete gun emplacement on the right covers the whole beach. The steep gradient
can clearly be judged. One of the objectives of the Dieppe Raid was to discover the importance and
performance capability of a German radar station on the cliff-top to the east of the town of Pourville. He was
to attempt to enter the radar station and learn its secrets, accompanied by a small unit of 11 men of the
Saskatchewans as bodyguards. Nissenthall volunteered for the mission fully aware that, due to the highly
sensitive nature of his knowledge of Allied radar technology, his Saskatchewan bodyguard unit were under
orders to kill him if necessary to prevent him being captured. He also carried a cyanide pill as a last resort.
This forced the crew inside to resort to radio transmissions to talk to their commanders, transmissions which
were intercepted by listening posts on the south coast of England. The Allies were able to learn a great deal
about the location and density of German radar stations along the channel coast thanks to this one single act,
which helped to convince Allied commanders of the importance of developing radar jamming technology. Of
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this small unit, only Nissenthall and one other returned safely to England. After the war Jack Nissenthall
shortened his surname to Nissen. A landing craft is on fire in the background. Preparing the ground for the
main landings, four destroyers were bombarding the coast as landing craft approached. Their infantry were
meant to be supported by Churchill tanks of the 14th Army Tank Regiment landing at the same time, but the
tanks arrived on the beach late. As a result, the two infantry battalions had to attack without armour support.
They were met with heavy machine gun fire from emplacements dug into the overlooking cliffs. Unable to
clear the obstacles and scale the seawall, they suffered heavy losses. Two of those sank in deep water, and 12
more became bogged down in the soft shingle beach. Only 15 of the tanks made it up to and across the
seawall. Once they crossed the seawall, they were confronted by a series of tank obstacles that prevented their
entry into the town. Blocked from going further, they were forced to return to the beach where they provided
fire support for the now retreating infantry. None of the tanks managed to return to England. All the crews that
landed were either killed or captured. The nearest Churchill tank has a flame thrower mounted in the hull, and
the rear tank has lost a track. Both have attachments to heighten their exhausts for wading through the surf.
Unaware of the situation on the beaches because of a smoke screen laid by the supporting destroyers, Major
General Roberts sent in the two reserve units: They were heavily engaged by the Germans, who hit them with
heavy machine gun, mortar and grenade fire, and destroyed them; only a few men managed to reach the town.
Not being prepared to support the Fusiliers, the Royal Marines had to transfer from their gunboats and motor
boat transports onto landing craft. The Royal Marine landing craft were heavily engaged on their way in with
many destroyed or disabled. Those Royal Marines that did reach the shore were either killed or captured. As
he became aware of the situation the Royal Marine commanding officer Lieutenant Colonel Phillipps, stood
up on the stern of his landing craft and signalled for the rest of his men to turn back. He was killed a few
moments later. Reynolds was attached to the landing force, but stayed offshore after the tanks on board
code-named Bert and Bill landed. Sergeants Lyster and Pittaway [34] were Mentioned in Despatches for their
part in shooting down two German aircraft, and one officer of the battalion was killed while ashore with a
brigade headquarters. Some 48 fighter squadrons of Spitfires were committed, with eight squadrons of
Hurricane fighter-bombers, four squadrons of reconnaissance Mustang Mk Is and seven squadrons of No.
Although initially slow to respond to the raid, the German fighters soon made their presence felt over the port
as the day wore on. While the Allied fighters were moderately successful in protecting the ground and sea
forces from aerial bombing, they were hampered by operating far from their home bases. The Spitfires in
particular were at the edge of their ranges, with some only being able to spend five minutes over the combat
area. During the battle, Fighter Command flew 2, sorties over Dieppe, and achieved a narrow victory over the
Luftwaffe. The intense air fighting prevented the Luftwaffe from making major attacks on either the landing or
the evacuation of the Allied forces, who consequently did not suffer very much from attacks from the air.
However, in achieving the goal of the "greatest air battle" that would cripple the Luftwaffe over France,
Operation Jubilee was less successful. During the air battles over Dieppe, the Royal Air Force lost 91 aircraft
shot down and 64 pilots 17 taken prisoner, the rest all killed while the Royal Canadian Air Force lost 14
aircraft and nine pilots.

Chapter 3 : At Whatever Cost - The Story Of The Dieppe Raid eBook: R.W. Thompson: www.nxgvision.com
Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.

Chapter 4 : LCM 1 - Wikipedia
At Whatever Cost - the Story of the Dieppe Raid by R. W. Thompson Many of the earliest books, particularly those

Page 5

DOWNLOAD PDF AT WHATEVER COST THE STORY OF THE DIEPPE
RAID
dating back to the s and before, are now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive.

Chapter 5 : At Whatever Cost - The Story Of The Dieppe Raid : R. W. Thompson :
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