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Outbreak and causes of the imperialist war On July 14 27, New Style , , the tsarist government proclaimed a
general mobilization. Russia entered the war. Long before the actual outbreak of the war the Bolsheviks,
headed by Lenin, had foreseen that it was inevitable. At international Socialist congresses Lenin had put
forward proposals the purpose of which was to determine a revolutionary line of conduct for the Socialists in
the event of war. Lenin had pointed out that war is an inevitable concomitant of capitalism. Plunder of foreign
territory, seizure and spoliation of colonies and the capture of new markets had many times already served as
causes of wars of conquest waged by capitalist states. For capitalist countries war is just as natural and
legitimate a condition of things as the exploitation of the working class. Wars became inevitable particularly
when, at the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth century, capitalism definitely
entered the highest and last stage of its developmentâ€”imperialism. Under imperialism the powerful capitalist
associations monopolies and the banks acquired a dominant position in the life of the capitalist states. Finance
capital became master in the capitalist states. Finance capital demanded new markets, the seizure of new
colonies, new fields for the export of capital, new sources of raw material. But by the end of the nineteenth
century the whole territory of the globe had already been divided up among the capitalist states. Yet in the era
of imperialism the development of capitalism proceeds extremely unevenly and by leaps: The relative
economic and military strength of the imperialist states was undergoing a change. There arose a striving for a
redi-vision of the world, and the struggle for this redivision made imperialist war inevitable. The war of was a
war for the redivision of the world and of spheres of influence. All the imperialist states had long been
preparing for it. The imperialists of all countries were responsible for the war. But in particular, preparations
for this war were made by Germany and Austria, on the one hand, and by France and Great Britain, as well as
by Russia, which was dependent on the latter two, on the other. Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy formed
another imperialist alliance. But on the outbreak of the war of Italy left this alliance and later joined the
Entente. Germany and Austria-Hungary were supported by Bulgaria and Turkey. Germany prepared for the
imperialist war with the design of taking away colonies from Great Britain and France, and the Ukraine,
Poland and the Baltic Provinces from Russia. Tsarist Russia strove for the partition of Turkey and dreamed of
seizing Constantinople and the straits leading from the Black Sea to the Mediterranean the Dardanelles. The
plans of the tsarist government also included the seizure of Galicia, a part of Austria-Hungary. Great Britain
strove by means of war to smash its dangerous competitorâ€”Germanyâ€”whose goods before the war were
steadily driving British goods out of the world markets. In addition, Great Britain intended to seize
Mesopotamia and Palestine from Turkey and to secure a firm foothold in Egypt. The French capitalists strove
to take away from Germany the Saar Basin and Alsace-Lorraine, two rich coal and iron regions, the latter of
which Germany had seized from France in the war of Thus the imperialist war was brought about by profound
antagonisms between two groups of capitalist states. This rapacious war for the redivision of the world
affected the interests of all the imperialist countries, with the result that Japan, the United States and a number
of other countries were subsequently drawn into it. The war became a world war. The bourgeoisie kept the
preparations for imperialist war a profound secret from their people. When the war broke out each imperialist
government endeavoured to prove that it had not attacked its neighbours, but had been attacked by them. The
bourgeoisie deceived the people, concealing the true aims of the war and its imperialist, annexationist
character. Each imperialist government declared that it was waging war in defence of its country. The
opportunists of the Second International helped the bourgeoisie to deceive the people. The Social-Democrats
of the Second International vilely betrayed the cause of Socialism, the cause of the international solidarity of
the proletariat. Far from opposing the war, they assisted the bourgeoisie in inciting the workers and peasants
of the belligerent countries against each other on the plea of defending the fatherland. That Russia entered the
imperialist war on the side of the Entente, on the side of France and Great Britain, was not accidental. It
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should be borne in mind that before the most important branches of Russian industry were in the hands of
foreign capitalists, chiefly those of France, Great Britain and Belgium, that is, the Entente countries. In all,
about three-quarters 72 per cent of the metal industry depended on foreign capital. The same was true of the
coal industry of the Donetz Basin. Oilfields owned by British and French capital accounted for about half the
oil output of the country. A considerable part of the profits of Russian industry flowed into foreign banks,
chiefly British and French. All these circumstances, in addition to the thousands of millions borrowed by the
tsar from France and Britain in loans, chained tsardom to British and French imperialism and converted Russia
into a tributary, a semi-colony of these countries. The Russian bourgeoisie went to war with the purpose of
improving its position: Tsarist Russia was not ready for war. Russian industry lagged far behind that of other
capitalist countries. It consisted predominantly of out-of-date mills and factories with worn-out machinery.
Owing to the existence of land ownership based on semi-serfdom, and the vast numbers of impoverished and
ruined peasants, her agriculture could not provide a solid economic base for a prolonged war. The chief
mainstay of the tsar was the feudal landlords. The Black-Hundred big landlords, in alliance with the big
capitalists, domineered the country and the State Duma. They wholly supported the home and foreign policy
of the tsarist government. The Russian imperialist bourgeoisie placed its hopes in the tsarist autocracy as a
mailed fist that could ensure the seizure of new markets and new territories, on the one hand, and crush the
revolutionary movement of the workers and peasants, on the other. The party of the liberal bourgeoisieâ€”the
Constitutional-Democratic Partyâ€”made a show of opposition, but supported the foreign policy of the tsarist
government unreservedly. From the very outbreak of the war, the petty-bourgeois parties, the
Socialist-Revolutionaries and the Mensheviks, using the flag of Socialism as a screen, helped the bourgeoisie
to deceive the people by concealing the imperialist, predatory character of the war. They preached the
necessity of defending, of protecting the bourgeois "fatherland" from the "Prussian barbarians"; they supported
a policy of "civil peace," and thus helped the government of the Russian tsar to wage war, just as the German
Social-Democrats helped the government of the German kaiser to wage war on the "Russian barbarians. From
the very outbreak of the war the Bolshevik Party maintained that it had been started, not for the defence of the
country, but for the seizure of foreign territory, for the spoliation of foreign nations in the interests of the
landlords and capitalists, and that the workers must wage a determined war on this war. The working class
supported the Bolshevik Party. True, the bourgeois jingoism displayed in the early days of the war by the
intelligentsia and the kulak sections of the peasantry also infected a certain section of the workers. But these
were chiefly members of the ruffian "League of the Russian People" and some workers who were under the
influence of the Socialist-Revolutionaries and Mensheviks. They naturally did not, and could not, reflect the
sentiments of the working class. It was these elements who took part in the jingo demonstrations of the
bourgeoisie engineered by the tsarist government in the early days of the war. Parties of the second
international side with their imperialist governments. He had always insisted that the leaders of the Second
International only talked of being opposed to war, and that if war were to break out they would change their
attitude, desert to the side of the imperialist bourgeoisie and become supporters of the war. What Lenin had
foretold was borne out in the very first days of the war. In , at the Copenhagen Congress of the Second
International, it was decided that Socialists in parliament should vote against war credits. At the time of the
Balkan War of , the Basle World Congress of the Second International declared that the workers of all
countries considered it a crime to shoot one another for the sake of increasing the profits of the capitalists.
That is what they said, that is what they proclaimed in their resolutions. But when the storm burst, when the
imperialist war broke out, and the time had come to put these decisions into effect, the leaders of the Second
International proved to be traitors, betrayers of the proletariat and servitors of the bourgeoisie. They became
supporters of the war. On August 4, , the German Social-Democrats in parliament voted for the war credits;
they voted to support the imperialist war. So did the overwhelming majority of the Socialists in France, Great
Britain, Belgium and other countries. The Second International ceased to exist. Actually it broke up into
separate social-chauvinist parties which warred against each other. The leaders of the Socialist parties betrayed
the proletariat and adopted the position of social-chauvinism and defence of the imperialist bourgeoisie. They
helped the imperialist governments to hoodwink the working class and to poison it with the venom of
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nationalism. Using the defence of the fatherland as a plea, these social-traitors began to incite the German
workers against the French workers, and the British and French workers against the German workers. Only an
insignificant minority of the Second International kept to the internationalist position and went against the
current; true, they did not do so confidently and definitely enough, but go against the current they did. Only
the Bolshevik Party immediately and unhesitatingly raised the banner of determined struggle against the
imperialist war. In the theses on the war that Lenin wrote in the autumn of , he pointed out that the fall of the
Second International was not accidental. The Second International had been ruined by the opportunists,
against whom the foremost representatives of the revolutionary proletariat had long been warning. The parties
of the Second International had already been infected by opportunism before the war. The opportunists had
openly preached renunciation of the revolutionary struggle; they had preached the theory of the "peaceful
growing of capitalism into Socialism. Pursuing a conciliatory policy towards opportunism, the Second
International itself became opportunist. The imperialist bourgeoisie systematically bribed the upper stratum of
skilled workers, the so-called labour aristocracy, by means of higher wages and other sops, using for this
purpose part of the profits it derived from the colonies, from the exploitation of backward countries. This
section of workers had produced quite a number of trade union and cooperative leaders, members of municipal
and parliamentary bodies, journalists and functionaries of Social-Democratic organizations. When the war
broke out, these people, fearing to lose their positions, became foes of revolution and most zealous defenders
of their own bourgeoisies, of their own imperialist governments. The opportunists became social-chauvinists.
The social-chauvinists, the Russian Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries among their number, preached
class peace between the workers and the bourgeoisie at home and war on other nations abroad. They deceived
the masses by concealing from them who was really responsible for the war and declaring that the bourgeoisie
of their particular country was not to blame. Many social-chauvinists became ministers of the imperialist
governments of their countries. No less dangerous to the cause of the proletariat were the covert
social-chauvinists, the so-called Centrists. The Centristsâ€”Kautsky, Trotsky, Martov and othersâ€”justified
and defended the avowed social-chauvinists, thus joining the social-chauvinists in betraying the proletariat;
they masked their treachery by "Leftist" talk about combating the war, talk designed to deceive the working
class. As a matter of fact, the Centrists supported the war, for their proposal not to vote against war credits, but
merely to abstain when a vote on the credits was being taken, meant supporting the war. Like the
social-chauvinists, they demanded the renunciation of the class struggle during the war so as not to hamper
their particular imperialist government in waging the war. From the very outbreak of the war Lenin began to
muster forces for the creation of a new International, the Third International. In the manifesto against the war
it issued in November i9i4, the Central Committee of the Bolshevik Party already called for the formation of
the Third International in place of the Second International which had suffered disgraceful bankruptcy. In
February , a conference of Socialists of the Entente countries was held in London.
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The Decrees seemed to conform to the popular Bolshevik slogan "Peace, Bread, and Land", taken up by the
masses during the July Days July , an uprising of workers and military forces. The slogan succinctly
articulated the grievances of the Russian peasantry, armed forces and proletariat the working-class sections of
Russian society. As revisionist historian Christopher Read suggests, "The Bolsheviks were successful in
uniting the diverse revolutionary movements and directing them towards one goal", namely the establishment
of state-socialism. This decree aimed to secure the support of many soldiers on the disintegrating Russian
front. The sincerity of this Bolshevik assurance came under scrutiny when V. The Decree on Land outlined
measures by which the peasants were to divide up rural land among themselves. It advocated the forceful
dissolution of many wealthy estates by peasant forces. Such measures no doubt contributed to an increase in
Bolshevik support amongst the peasantry, but were counterproductive in that the Russian war front
disintegrated as soldiers who were formerly peasants returned to secure land for themselves. This consolidated
Bolshevik support amongst the working classes in the cities, where they had taken power. The Bolsheviks also
declared approximately other decrees outlining the formal setup of Bolshevik government through the medium
of the soviet institutions. The significance of the Decrees has been the subject of historical debate. There is
consensus that the Bolsheviks wanted to secure popular support through them. Liberal historians are sceptical
and see the Decrees as opportunistic. For instance, Edward Acton believes that the Bolsheviks realised that the
mass of ordinary people did not share their objectives. Furthermore, those ordinary people had no idea that
their interests were not tied to the Bolsheviks. The reality was that "the cleavage of the goals of the masses and
that of the Bolsheviks was fundamental. Revisionist historians take a different view. According to them, the
advent of a totalitarian state was circumstantial. The Bolsheviks were not opportunists but benevolent
idealists; the point of the Decrees was to bring about a better quality of life for the Russian people. Regardless
of which view is the more accurate account, it is clear from these opposing perspectives that the history of the
Initial Decrees is a politically charged issue. This is perhaps because historians use the Decrees to try to
discern whether the implementation of Marxist thought has totalitarian tendencies. List of Soviet Decrees[ edit
].
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Are you for it or against it? Lenin Lenin had promised "Peace, Land, and Bread. This removed the external
threat to the Bolshevik regime; and since Lenin anticipated revolution in Europe and in any case planned to
break the treaty after consolidating his regime, there was much sense in his claim that "To obtain an armistice
now means to conquer the whole world. At the Seventh Party Congress the Bolsheviks also changed their
official name to the Russian Communist Party, and it was as "Communists" that the world would henceforth
know them and their adherents around the world. During the negotiations, British, French, and American
forces did occupy a few Russian ports, but it should be noted that to some extent the Allies were invited by the
Bolsheviks in order to strengthen their bargaining position against the Germans. The Allies, blind to the
long-term threat that Lenin posed, focused almost entirely on getting Lenin to get back into the war against the
Germans. It was also quite easy for Lenin to deliver land to the peasants. They had been seizing and dividing
up large estates for almost a year before Lenin legally recognized this accomplished fact. The Provisional
Government, barely more literate in economics than Lenin, had imposed a price ceiling on food, resulting, as
any "bourgeois" economist could have told them, in severe shortages of food in the cities. Arguably this hurt
the Provisional Government as much as its failure to sign a separate peace with the Germans; for the price
ceiling angered both peasants, forced to sell their grain for a pittance, and workers, unable to obtain food at
any price. Lenin merely intensified the brutality of enforcement of the price controls on food; rather than
starve in the cities, large percentages of the urban population returned to their family farms in the country. In
the end, even this desperate move would not save many of them from starvation. Its rate of growth was
fantastic: By contrast, the Cheka, within three years of its establishment, had a strength of , full-time agents.
And its potential victims, the "enemies of the people" it was instructed to hunt down, were countless. As the
high-ranking Chekist Latsis explained: The Extraordinary Commission is neither an investigating body nor a
tribunal. It is an organ of struggle, acting on the home front of a civil war We are not carrying out war against
individuals. We are exterminating the bourgeoisie as a class. As for the rest, we have nothing to say to them.
They must be annihilated. Thus the modern practice of genocide was born. Censorship was quickly imposed,
and it was up to the Cheka to confiscate the literature of dissident workers: Workers were re-forming
independent soviets; the Cheka broke them up. As Shapiro notes, "The refusal to come to terms with the
socialists and the dispersal of the Constituent Assembly led to the logical result that revolutionary terror would
now be directed not only against traditional enemies, such as the bourgeoisie or right-wing opponents, but
against anyone, be he socialist, worker or peasant, who opposed bolshevik rule. Lenin himself gave the order
to The hostages are answerable with their lives for the accurate and prompt payment of the contribution. This
is the foundation of socialism. Price maxima were combined with unrestrained printing-press inflationary
finance. Businesses and banks were chaotically nationalized. Decrees imposed the "universal labor
obligation," which required anyone not currently employed to report to the government to receive their work
assignment. But Stalin was not the corrupter of the noble work of a great lover of human freedom.
Communism meant tyranny from its inception, and Lenin and Trotsky were the vanguard of that tyranny.
Whenever moral scruples stayed the hand of his followers, Lenin urged them to cast "bourgeois morality"
aside. As the great democratic socialist historian Carl Landauer concluded, "This totalitarian form of
government took a long time to develop and Lenin did not live to see its completion, but he was its author. A
History of Ideas and Movements.
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Love your country, but never trust its government. Can he, then, be trusted with the government of others?
This is the sum of good government, and all that is necessary to close the circle of our felicities. The greatest
dangers to liberty lurk in insidious encroachment by men of zeal, well meaning but without understanding.
Whenever they shall grow weary of the existing government, they can exercise their constitutional right of
amending it or their revolutionary right to dismember it or overthrow it. Kennedy "Government is not reason,
it is not eloquence, it is force; like fire, a troublesome servant and a fearful master. Never for a moment should
it be left to irresponsible action. It will often be exercised when wrong, but better so than not to be exercised at
all. I like a little rebellion now and then. Let them take arms The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to
time, with the blood of patriots and tyrants. Smith, "Guard with jealous attention the public liberty. Suspect
every one who approaches that jewel. Unfortunately, nothing will preserve it but downright force. Whenever
you give up that force, you are inevitably ruined. Civil War in You need only reflect that one of the best ways
to get yourself a reputation as a dangerous citizen these days is to go about repeating the very phrases which
our founding fathers used in the great struggle for independence. Kennedy The American Republic will
endure, until politicians realize they can bribe the people with their own money. It is hardly too strong to say
that the Constitution was made to guard the people against the dangers of good intentions. There are men in all
ages who mean to govern well, but they mean to govern. They promise to be good masters, but they mean to
be masters. It is the collective organization of the individual right to lawful defense. Sometimes the law places
the whole apparatus of judges, police, prisons and gendarmes at the service of the plunderers, and treats the
victim -- when he defends himself -- as a criminal. If a thousand men were not to pay their tax-bills this year,
that would His own good, either physical or moral, is not a sufficient warrant. Buckminster Fuller Of all
tyrannies, a tyranny exercised for the good of its victims may be the most oppressive. It may be better to live
under robber barons than under omnipotent moral busybodies. Lewis It is proper to take alarm at the first
experiment on our liberties. We hold this prudent jealousy to be the first duty of citizens and one of the noblest
characteristics of the late Revolution. The freemen of America did not wait till usurped power had
strengthened itself by exercise and entangled the question in precedents. They saw all the consequences in the
principle, and they avoided the consequences by denying the principle. We revere this lesson too much The
tendency is for taxpayers to try to take more control of their finances Law is defined to be a rule of action; but
how can that be a rule, which is little known, and less fixed? This no Body has any Right to but himself. The
Labour of his Body, and the Work of his Hands, we may say, are properly his. The great and chief end
therefore, of Mens uniting into Commonwealths, and putting themselves under Government, is the
Preservation of their Property. For nothing is more destructive of respect for the government and the law of the
land than passing laws which cannot be enforced. It is an open secret that the dangerous increase of crime in
this country is closely connected with this. Too often it acts like a Gestapo preying upon defenseless citizens.
This would be the best of all possible worlds, if there were no religion in it. In every country and in every age,
the priest has been hostile to liberty. He is always in alliance with the despot, abetting his abuses in return for
protection to his own. Do not be frightened from this inquiry from any fear of its consequences. If it ends in
the belief that there is no God, you will find incitements to virtue in the comfort and pleasantness you feel in
its exercise I could never give assent to the long, complicated statements of Christian dogma. The Bill of
Rights is a literal and absolute document. The government has no right to interfere with any of these freedoms
under any circumstances. Bake it into pies, probably. Anything to avoid creating jobs. Mencken "Are we to
understand," asked the judge, "that you hold your own interests above the interests of the public? It never did,
and it never will. Find out just what people will submit to, and you have found out the exact amount of
injustice and wrong which will be imposed upon them; and these will continue until they are resisted with
either words or blows, or with both. The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom they
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oppress. There has never been a really good one, and even those that are most tolerable are arbitrary, cruel,
grasping and unintelligent. Mencken Under democracy one party always devotes its chief energies to trying to
prove that the other party is unfit to rule--and both commonly succeed, and are right The United States has
never developed an aristocracy really disinterested or an intelligentsia really intelligent. Its history is simply a
record of vacillations between two gangs of frauds. Mencken The Constitution is not neutral. It was designed
to take the government off the backs of the people. One dissenter casts doubt on the creed of millions. Thus
the fear and the hate; thus the torture chamber, the iron stake, the gallows, the labor camp, the psychiatric
ward. If you refuse to pay unjust taxes, your property will be confiscated. If you attempt to defend your
property, you will be arrested. If you resist arrest, you will be clubbed. If you defend yourself against
clubbing, you will be shot dead. These procedures are known as the Rule of Law. At present, it fulfills only a
third of the role.
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Abraham Lincoln on Preserving Liberty Although he could not foresee our present national peril, Abraham
Lincoln continually exhorted his own generation to maintain our free Republic. As he wrote in , "The struggle
of today, is not altogether for today -- it is for a vast future also. Let north and south -- let all Americans -- let
all lovers of liberty everywhere -- join in the great and good work. If we do this, we shall not only have saved
the Union; but we shall have so saved it, as to make, and to keep it, forever worthy of the saving. We shall
have so saved it, that the succeeding millions of free happy people, the world over, shall rise up, and call us
blessed, to the latest generations. It is not our frowning battlements, our bristling sea coasts, the guns of our
war steamers, or the strength of our gallant and disciplined army. These are not our reliance against a
resumption of tyranny in our fair land. All of them may be turned against our liberties, without making us
stronger or weaker for the struggle. Our reliance is in the love of liberty which God has planted in our bosoms.
Our defense is in the preservation of the spirit which prizes liberty as the heritage of all men, in all lands,
every where. Destroy this spirit, and you have planted the seeds of despotism around your own doors. That is
the issue that will continue in this country when these poor tongues of Judge Douglas and myself shall be
silent. It is the eternal struggle between these two principles -- right and wrong -- throughout the world. They
are the two principles that have stood face to face from the beginning of time, and will ever continue to
struggle. The one is the common right of humanity and the other the divine right of kings. It is the same
principle in whatever shape it develops itself. I do not mean to say that this general government is charged
with the duty of redressing or preventing all the wrongs in the world; but I do think that it is charged with the
duty of preventing and redressing all wrongs which are wrongs to itself. I desire they shall be constitutionally
preserved. I am exceedingly anxious that this Union, the Constitution, and the liberties of the people shall be
perpetuated in accordance with the original idea for which that struggle was made, and I shall be most happy
indeed if I shall be an humble instrument in the hands of the Almighty, and of this, his almost chosen people,
for perpetuating the object of that great struggle. None who would do more to preserve it. But it may be
necessary to put the foot down firmly. With a reliance on Providence, all the more firm and earnest, let us
proceed in the great task which events have devolved upon us. Once relieved, its form of government is saved
to the world; its beloved history, and cherished memories, are vindicated; and its happy future fully assured,
and rendered inconceivably grand. We of this Congress and this administration, will be remembered in spite of
ourselves. No personal significance, or insignificance, can spare one or another of us. The fiery trial through
which we pass, will light us down, in honor or dishonor, to the latest generation. We say we are for the Union.
The world will not forget that we say this. We know how to save the Union. The world knows we do know
how to save it. We -- even we here -- hold the power, and bear the responsibility. In giving freedom to the
slave, we assure freedom to the free -- honorable alike in what we give, and what we preserve. We shall nobly
save, or meanly lose, the last best hope of earth. Other means may succeed; this could not fail. The way is
plain, peaceful, generous, just -- a way which, if followed, the world will forever applaud, and God must
forever bless. Honor also to the citizen who cares for his brother in the field, and serves, as he best can, the
same cause -- honor to him, only less than to him, who braves, for the common good, the storms of heaven
and the storms of battle. In this great struggle, this form of Government and every form of human right is
endangered if our enemies succeed. There is more involved in this contest than is realized by every one. There
is involved in this struggle the question whether your children and my children shall enjoy the privileges we
have enjoyed. I beg you to remember this, not merely for my sake, but for yours. I happen temporarily to
occupy this big White House. It is in order that each of you may have through this free government which we
have enjoyed, an open field and a fair chance for your industry, enterprise and intelligence; that you may all
have equal privileges in the race of life, with all its desirable human aspirations. It is for this the struggle
should be maintained, that we may not lose our birthright--not only for one, but for two or three years. The
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nation is worth fighting for, to secure such an inestimable jewel. Among the most satisfying proofs of this
conviction is the hearty devotion everywhere exhibited by our schools and colleges to the national cause.
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It is, as a principle, no other than that, if one man chooses to make a slave of another man, neither that other
man nor anybody else has a right to object. We believe that the spreading out and perpetuity of the institution
of slavery impairs the general welfare. We believe -- nay, we know, that that is the only thing that has ever
threatened the perpetuity of the Union itself. If there be, all our labor is lost, and, ere long, must be done again.
That I suppose is the rub. It certainly is the only substantial difference between us. I am for no compromise
which assists or permits the extension of the institution on soil owned by the nation. Seward One section of
our country believes slavery is right, and ought to be extended, while the other believes it is wrong, and ought
not to be extended. If slavery is not wrong, nothing is wrong. I can not remember when I did not so think, and
feel. And yet I have never understood that the Presidency conferred upon me an unrestricted right to act
officially upon this judgment and feeling. These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest. All knew
that this interest was, somehow, the cause of the war. The bare sight of fifty thousand armed, and drilled black
soldiers on the banks of the Mississippi, would end the rebellion at once. We never should, and I am sure,
never shall be niggard of gratitude and benefaction to the soldiers who have endured toil, privations and
wounds, that the nation may live. Hunter et al And then, there will be some black men who can remember that,
with silent tongue, and clenched teeth, and steady eye, and well-poised bayonnet, they have helped mankind
on to this great consummation It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which
they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. Perpetuity is implied, if not expressed, in the
fundamental law of all national governments. It was formed in fact, by the Articles of Association in It was
matured and continued by the Declaration of Independence in I would save it the shortest way under the
Constitution. The sooner the national authority can be restored; the nearer the Union will be "the Union as it
was. Her brave and good men regard her admission into the Union as a matter of life and death. Beware of
rashness, but with energy, and sleepless vigilance, go forward, and give us victories. Schofield I was deeply
mortified by the escape of Lee across the Potomac, because the substantial destruction of his army would have
ended the war Howard You say you will not fight to free negroes. Some of them seem willing to fight for you;
but, no matter. Fight you, then exclusively to save the Union. In such cases there always is a main question;
but in this case that question is a perplexing compound -- Union and Slavery. It thus becomes a question not of
two sides merely, but of at least four sides, even among those who are for the Union, saying nothing of those
who are against it. Reynolds Both parties deprecated war; but one of them would make war rather than let the
nation survive; and the other would accept war rather than let it perish. And the war came Fondly do we hope
-- fervently do we pray -- that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Sheridan says "If the thing
is pressed I think that Lee will surrender. How little they know, whereof they speak! There is no permanent
class of hired laborers amongst us Free labor has the inspiration of hope; pure slavery has no hope. September
17, Fragment on Free Labor Every man is proud of what he does well; and no man is proud of what he does
not do well. With the former, his heart is in his work; and he will do twice as much of it with less fatigue. The
latter performs a little imperfectly, looks at it in disgust, turns from it, and imagines himself exceedingly tired.
The little he has done, comes to nothing, for want of finishing. According to that theory, a blind horse upon a
tread-mill, is a perfect illustration of what a laborer should be -- all the better for being blind, that he could not
tread out of place, or kick understandingly. According to that theory, the education of laborers, is not only
useless, but pernicious, and dangerous. In fact, it is, in some sort, deemed a misfortune that laborers should
have heads at all.
Chapter 7 : Quotes on Liberty
So imagine the common sense of it - Peace, Land and Bread - the basic things, the most basic meagre things, and it
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was very appealing and to a tired and brutalized people it became a kind of biblical saying of pure truth.

Chapter 8 : Quotes by Abraham Lincoln
Peace and Liberty Blog. 92 likes. Peace and Liberty is a blog about freedom and the things that threaten it. Power kills.

Chapter 9 : Abraham Lincoln Quotations on Liberty and National Defense
The Decrees seemed to conform to the popular Bolshevik slogan "Peace, Bread, and Land", taken up by the masses
during the July Days (July ), an uprising of workers and military forces. The slogan succinctly articulated the grievances
of the Russian peasantry, armed forces and proletariat (the working-class sections of Russian society).
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