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From an early age he knew that he wanted to paint and write. He attended Brighton Grammar School and went
on to study at Brighton Art College, but he feels now that he is wholly self-educated. His colourful family
provided his youthful imagination with rich material for his later novels, as did his passionate emotional
involvements with both men and women. His first novel was published when he was His portrait of E. Forster
was painted when he was He has twice been married and has one son and two grandsons. He has never
stopped painting and writing, and now lives in East Sussex where he is writing the second volume of his
autobiography, staring with delight at the Seven Sisters, gardening, and producing the paintings he feels he has
striven to create throughout his life â€” recently described in The Financial Times How to Spend It magazine
as "muscular, powerfully envisaged oils", the work of "a remarkable Indian summer". They were years which
saw ardent affairs with both women and men, a stormy marriage, the birth of a son, and a traumatic divorce.
His work can be divided into the 4 semi-autobiographical works of the Generation sequence; the two satirical
black comedies Poppy, Mandragora and the New Sex, and How the Greeks Kidnapped Mrs Nixon republished
in paperback under the title Cock-Up ; the sexual realist drama Panic, a compassionate examination of the
mentality of a child murderer; the experimental Asylum, merging the myths of Oedipus and the Old Testament
Fall of Man into a narrative written in a style akin to poetic prose; and his first novel, set mostly in Vienna, An
Absurd Affair, which he feels can be sensibly ignored. With a Dickensian breadth of characters and social
settings, the four volumes follow the saga of the Simpson family from the end of World War I through to the s
age of sexual and social experimentation. It focuses in particular on the tortuous search for self-realisation and
love by Sundy and Matthew, the two artistically gifted children of the raucously womanising Eddy. The
sequence was described by Sir Huw Wheldon as a "work of serious purpose; affecting, hilarious and grave. It
is a tapestry of unforgettable characters in all their seaminess and sadness, their idealism and desires. The play
is a musical fantasy set in a beach bar run by a bald-headed lesbian "barman" and peopled by whores of
various sexes and their clientele, including a transvestite thieving vicar. The Trial of St George, a satire on
British justice when dealing with sexuality, inspired by the Oz Trial; Why Mrs Neustadter Always Loses, a
wry monologue by an American divorcee exiled on a Greek island; and Keep It in the Family, a satire
concerning a happy incestuous family which Colin Spencer also directed appeared between and at the Soho
Poly. Interest in his work abroad led to performances of his play The Sphinx Mother, a modern Oedipus, at the
Salzburg Festival in , and Lilith, a comedy of surrealist images, at the Schauspielhaus, Vienna in His interest
in sexuality and social attitudes towards it led to the publication of Homosexuality â€” a History in , and The
Gay Kama Sutra in the following year. That was followed through the 80s and 90s by a series of other cookery
books, totalling 18 in all. For fourteen years he wrote a regular food column for the Guardian. His column was
particularly concerned with exploring current issues and anxieties about food production and manufacture. A
series of drawings of writers of our time was published in The Times Literary Supplement in Those he
portrayed included John Betjeman , E. Naipaul , and John Osborne , among others. An oil portrait of E. His
artistic work since has ranged from landscape drawings of Winchelsea Beach and Rye countryside to oil
portraits of the poet Harry Fainlight and has lately been exhibited in London, Rye and Brighton. A recent
series of paintings entitled The Downs reflected the sensuous forms of the landscape of the South Downs
where he lives. He is currently intensely involved in creating paintings which he describes as "images of the
unknown, paths through conflict, compounds of sex and spirit, mysterious reflections, hints and fading
memories which unsettle the darkness. War, Music, and Sex, the interior life of flowers, the sea bed and how
do hills form roots.
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Tweet 12 December Neil Sowerby suggests some food books as Christmas stocking fillers. Just dont expect to
see some familiar faces on the covers! Its that time of the year. The weekend papers are stuffed with every
conceivable festive food tip. Fine, but between hardcovers I want more meat. So lets avoid the the raft of
TV-spin off cookbooks, even though thats where the discounts are. An odd new face like model turned cake
baker Lorraine to break up the cartel of celebrity chefs and their banks of diligent researchers but otherwise its
the usual overload of recycled recipes. Spain, through the eyes of fished-out Rick Stein, offers few deep
insights but an affection for the country and workable recipes; the Jamie Oliver celebration of British food is
simply a weary cash cow. For when youre hungry like a wolf. Pluck with Artichokes or Little BIrds in Polenta
are not the kind of dishes cropping up in you local trattoria, but ingredient sourcing for most of the recipes is
straightforward. It is beautifully illustrated and designed, but most importantly the text offers a cunning
exploration of Italian food beyond the Chiantishire cliches. Ive eaten this Galvin signature starter repeatedly at
their groundbreaking Galvin Bistrot de Luxe in Baker Street and couldnt resist it at Galvin La Chapelle, when
we were there the week before it won its Michelin star last December sheer coincidence! This handsomely
produced volume is very much a celebration of two brothers who have done the rounds of Britains top-end
kitchens and finally forged their own identity. The biographical stuff reads a bit stilted and some dishes are
only for the most accomplished amateur chef to emulate. Still a good stocking filler. If it sends you to their
restaurants, youre in for a treat. It a supremely practical book, useful still in explaining cooking processes, but
you can see how romantics were and are seduced by Elizabeth David. This reissue by Grub Street www. In
cookbook term, its the Stones to Mrs Beetons Beatles. Her collection of the nations recipes eventually eclipsed
the Acton cookery primer based upon her own experiences, but Modern Cookery remains a better social
document to dip into. Other Classic Voices, all highly recommended: London-based Irish ex-pat Niamh is a
generous-minded handbook for those who want confront ingredients directly and creatively no Acton, Spry or
Spencer then. Give it to your foodie son or daughter for Christmas. More a reference to dip into. Still with
beer experiencing a golden age across the globe, this Companion was much needed. Pity in a picture montage
they have Manchesters iconic Marble Arch captioned as a London pub! There is much deliciousness in the
British Isles; you just have to find it, which brilliantly Adnrew Webb has done for us. An eclectic appreciation
of traditional and innovative foodstuffs. A real stuffing for a stocking.
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Colin Spencer Explained Colin Spencer born is an English writer and artist who has produced a prolific body
of work in a wide variety of media since his first published short stories and drawings appeared in The London
Magazine and Encounter when he was His work includes novels, short stories, non-fiction including histories
of food and of homosexuality , cookery books, stage and television plays, paintings and drawings, book and
magazine illustrations. He has written and presented a television documentary on vandalism, appeared in
numerous radio and television programmes and lectured on food history, literature and social issues. For
fourteen years he wrote a regular food column for The Guardian. Early and personal life Colin Spencer was
born in in Thornton Heath , London, and was largely brought up in the south of England. From an early age he
knew that he wanted to paint and write. He attended Brighton Grammar School and went on to study at
Brighton Art College, but he feels now that he is wholly self-educated. His colourful family provided his
youthful imagination with rich material for his later novels, as did his passionate emotional involvements with
both men and women. His first novel was published when he was His portrait of E. Forster was painted when
he was He has twice been married and has one son and two grandsons. He has never stopped painting and
writing, and now lives in East Sussex where he is writing the second volume of his autobiography, staring
with delight at the Seven Sisters, gardening, and producing the paintings he feels he has striven to create
throughout his life â€” recently described in The Financial Times How to Spend It magazine as "muscular,
powerfully envisaged oils", the work of "a remarkable Indian summer". They were years which saw ardent
affairs with both women and men, a stormy marriage, the birth of a son, and a traumatic divorce. His work can
be divided into the 4 semi-autobiographical works of the Generation sequence; the two satirical black
comedies Poppy, Mandragora and the New Sex, and How the Greeks Kidnapped Mrs Nixon republished in
paperback under the title Cock-Up ; the sexual realist drama Panic, a compassionate examination of the
mentality of a child murderer; the experimental Asylum, merging the myths of Oedipus and the Old Testament
Fall of Man into a narrative written in a style akin to poetic prose; and his first novel, set mostly in Vienna, An
Absurd Affair, which he feels can be sensibly ignored. With a Dickensian breadth of characters and social
settings, the four volumes follow the saga of the Simpson family from the end of World War I through to the s
age of sexual and social experimentation. It focuses in particular on the tortuous search for self-realisation and
love by Sundy and Matthew, the two artistically gifted children of the raucously womanising Eddy. The
sequence was described by Sir Huw Wheldon as a "work of serious purpose; affecting, hilarious and grave. It
is a tapestry of unforgettable characters in all their seaminess and sadness, their idealism and desires. The play
is a musical fantasy set in a beach bar run by a bald-headed lesbian "barman" and peopled by whores of
various sexes and their clientele, including a transvestite thieving vicar. The Trial of St George, a satire on
British justice when dealing with sexuality, inspired by the Oz Trial; Why Mrs Neustadter Always Loses, a
wry monologue by an American divorcee exiled on a Greek island; and Keep It in the Family, a satire
concerning a happy incestuous family which Colin Spencer also directed appeared between and at the Soho
Poly. Interest in his work abroad led to performances of his play The Sphinx Mother, a modern Oedipus, at the
Salzburg Festival in , and Lilith, a comedy of surrealist images, at the Schauspielhaus, Vienna in His interest
in sexuality and social attitudes towards it led to the publication of Homosexuality â€” a History in , and The
Gay Kama Sutra in the following year. That was followed through the 80s and 90s by a series of other cookery
books, totalling 18 in all. For fourteen years he wrote a regular food column for the Guardian. His column was
particularly concerned with exploring current issues and anxieties about food production and manufacture. A
series of drawings of writers of our time was published in The Times Literary Supplement in Those he
portrayed included John Betjeman , E. Naipaul , and John Osborne , among others. An oil portrait of E. His
artistic work since has ranged from landscape drawings of Winchelsea Beach and Rye countryside to oil
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portraits of the poet Harry Fainlight and has lately been exhibited in London, Rye and Brighton. A recent
series of paintings entitled The Downs reflected the sensuous forms of the landscape of the South Downs
where he lives. He is currently intensely involved in creating paintings which he describes as "images of the
unknown, paths through conflict, compounds of sex and spirit, mysterious reflections, hints and fading
memories which unsettle the darkness. War, Music, and Sex, the interior life of flowers, the sea bed and how
do hills form roots. Asylum, , Anthony Blond. The Tyranny of Love, , Anthony Blond,. Lovers in War, ,
Anthony Blond,,. The Victims of Love, , Quartet Books,,. Uncollected short stories Nightworkers, in London
Magazine, vol. An Alien World, in London Magazine, vol. Nymph and Shepherd, in London Magazine, vol.
Spitting Image, Sept Theatre de Lys, New York. Schauspielhaus Wuppertal , Germany. Published in Plays
and Players, September The Sphinx Mother, Aug The Trial of St George, March Keep It in the Family
written and directed by Colin Spencer , Which of Us Two? The Story of a Love Affair, , Viking,.
Homosexuality â€” a History, , Fourth Estate,. The Gay Kama Sutra, , B. Flossie, , TV play. Good And
Healthy, , Robson Books,. One-course Feasts, , Conran Octopus spiral comb-bound ,. Feast For Health, ,
Dorling Kindersley,. Vegetable Pleasures, , Fourth Estate,. Green Gastronomy, , Bloomsbury,.
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Profits are reinvested in journalism rather than to the benefit of an owner or shareholders, the Guardian is
edited by Katharine Viner, who succeeded Alan Rusbridger in In , The Guardians print edition had a daily
circulation of roughly , copies in the country, behind The Daily Telegraph. The newspaper has an online UK
edition as well as two international websites, Guardian Australia and Guardian US, the newspapers online
edition was the fifth most widely read in the world in October , with over Its combined print and online
editions reach nearly 9 million British readers, notable scoops include the News International phone hacking
scandal, in particular the hacking of murdered English teenager Milly Dowlers phone. The investigation led to
the closure of the UKs biggest selling Sunday newspaper, and one of the highest circulation newspapers in the
world, in , it led the investigation into the Panama Papers, exposing the then British Prime Minister David
Camerons links to offshore bank accounts. The Guardian has been named Newspaper of the Year four times at
the annual British Press Awards, the paper is still occasionally referred to by its nickname of The Grauniad,
given originally for the purported frequency of its typographical errors. The Manchester Guardian was
founded in Manchester in by cotton merchant John Edward Taylor with backing from the Little Circle and
they launched their paper after the police closure of the more radical Manchester Observer, a paper that had
championed the cause of the Peterloo Massacre protesters. They do not toil, neither do they spin, but they
better than those that do. When the government closed down the Manchester Observer, the champions had the
upper hand. The influential journalist Jeremiah Garnett joined Taylor during the establishment of the paper,
the prospectus announcing the new publication proclaimed that it would zealously enforce the principles of
civil and religious Liberty. Warmly advocate the cause of Reform, endeavour to assist in the diffusion of just
principles of Political Economy and. Support, without reference to the party from which they emanate, in the
paper merged with the British Volunteer and was known as The Manchester Guardian and British Volunteer
until The working-class Manchester and Salford Advertiser called the Manchester Guardian the foul
prostitute, the Manchester Guardian was generally hostile to labours claims. The Manchester Guardian
dismissed strikes as the work of outside agitators â€”, if an accommodation can be effected, the occupation of
the agents of the Union is gone. CP Scott made the newspaper nationally recognised and he was editor for 57
years from , and became its owner when he bought the paper from the estate of Taylors son in Under Scott,
the moderate editorial line became more radical, supporting William Gladstone when the Liberals split in 2. It
is situated 7. Eventually it would become the site for the station and the main expansion hub. In the year
period â€”, Thornton Heath saw a transformation from isolated rural outpost to integrated metropolitan
suburb. In its infancy, a new railway station sited in the eastern farmlands enabled that immediate area to
evolve around a central point. In the late 19th century, the part of Thornton Heath. In the process, it became
the final piece in a chain linking two major centres, London and Croydon, completing the greatest
metropolitan expansion in the world at that time. Architecturally, Thornton Heath is predominantly Victorian
in both its residential and commercial sectors, there are a number of imposing, even grand, buildings surviving
from this period. Built in , it was the first church designed by the late Victorian architect Sir Ninian Comper
and it is situated on a busy junction, as can be seen in the photograph. It is described as being of a
perpendicular style with stone dressing. At the junction of the High Street and Parchmore Road, on a site
previously called Walkers Green, stands the Clocktower, however, the Victorian baths did not survive, and
were replaced by a modern sports and leisure centre in Thornton Heath gained a new centre in May which has
proved popular. The popularity was such that turnstiles had to be fitted to improve security, the centre is
owned by Croydon Council, but originally run by Parkwood Leisure, and now run by Fusion Lifestyle in
partnership with the council 3. Forster, was an English novelist, short story writer, essayist and librettist. Many
of his novels examined class difference and hypocrisy in early 20th-century British society and his novel A
Passage to India brought him his greatest success. To distinguish him from his father, he was always called
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Morgan and his father died of tuberculosis on 30 October , before Morgans second birthday. In , Forster and
his moved to Rooksnest, near Stevenage. This house served as a model for Howards End, because he had fond
memories of his childhood there, among Forsters ancestors were members of the Clapham Sect, a social
reform group within the Church of England. He attended Tonbridge School in Kent, as a day boy, the theatre
at the school has been named in his honour. At Kings College, Cambridge, between and , he became a member
of a society known as the Apostles. They met in secret, and discussed their work on, many of its members
went on to constitute what came to be known as the Bloomsbury Group, of which Forster was a peripheral
member in the s and s. The Schlegel sisters of Howards End are based to some degree on Vanessa, after
leaving university, he travelled in continental Europe with his mother. They moved to Weybridge, Surrey
where he wrote all six of his novels, in , he visited Egypt, Germany and India with the classicist Goldsworthy
Lowes Dickinson, by which time he had written all but one of his novels. The Hill of Devi is his account of
this period 4. Germaine Greer â€” Germaine Greer is an Australian-born writer, regarded as one of the major
voices of the second-wave feminist movement in the latter half of the 20th century. She lives in the United
Kingdom, where she has held academic positions, specializing in English literature, at the University of
Warwick, Greers ideas have created controversy ever since her first book, The Female Eunuch, became an
international best-seller and made her a household name. She owns and finances Stump Cross Books, which
publishes the work of 17th-, Greer is a liberation rather than equality feminist. Her goal is not equality with
men, which she sees as assimilation, Womens liberation, she wrote in The Whole Woman, did not see the
females potential in terms of the males actual. She argues instead that liberation is about asserting difference
and insisting on it as a condition of self-definition and self-determination and it is a struggle for the freedom of
women to define their own values, order their own priorities and decide their own fate. He was an advertising
representative, who served as a wartime RAAF officer. According to Greer, her mother had what was
probably Aspergers Syndrome, Greer left home because of it when she was She gave up the Catholic faith a
year after leaving school, from she attended the University of Melbourne, graduating in with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in English and French language and literature. After graduation Greer moved to Sydney, where
she became involved with the Sydney Push and the anarchist Sydney Libertarians. Her first teaching post was
at the University of Sydney, where she earned a first-class Master of Arts degree in poetry in The thesis won
her a Commonwealth Scholarship, which she used to fund her doctorate, arriving in at Newnham College,
Cambridge, a women-only college. Lisa Jardine, who was at Newnham at the time, recalled the first time she
met Greer, at a formal dinner in college. As a hush descended, one continued to speak, too engrossed in her
conversation to notice. The willingly suffered discomfort of the Sixties bra, she opined vigorously, was a
symbol of male oppression. Greer joined the student acting company, the Cambridge Footlights in October ,
on the day as Clive James. She was billed in as the first woman to be granted full membership and she
received her Doctor of Philosophy in for a thesis entitled The Ethic of Love and Marriage in Shakespeares
Early Comedies 5. He was Poet Laureate of the United Kingdom from until his death and he was a founding
member of the Victorian Society and a passionate defender of Victorian architecture. He began his career as a
journalist and ended it as one of the most popular British Poets Laureate and his parents, Mabel and Ernest
Betjemann, had a family firm at 34â€”42 Pentonville Road which manufactured the kind of ornamental
household furniture and gadgets distinctive to Victorians. The family lived at Parliament Hill Mansions in the
Lissenden Gardens private estate in Highgate in north London, in , the Betjemanns moved half a mile north to
more opulent Highgate. Betjemans early schooling was at the local Byron House and Highgate School, after
this, he boarded at the Dragon School preparatory school in North Oxford and Marlborough College, a public
school in Wiltshire. In his penultimate year, he joined the secret Society of Amici in which he was a
contemporary of both Louis MacNeice and Graham Shepard and he founded The Heretick, a satirical
magazine that lampooned Marlboroughs obsession with sport. While at school, his exposure to the works of
Arthur Machen won him over to High Church Anglicanism, Betjeman entered the University of Oxford with
difficulty, having failed the mathematics portion of the universitys matriculation exam, Responsions. He was,
however, admitted as a commoner at Magdalen College and entered the newly created School of English
Language, at Oxford, Betjeman made little use of the academic opportunities. His tutor, a young C. Lewis,
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regarded him as an idle prig and Betjeman in turn considered Lewis unfriendly, demanding, at Oxford he was
a friend of Maurice Bowra, later to be Warden of Wadham. Betjeman had a poem published in Isis, the
university magazine and his first book of poems was privately printed with the help of fellow student Edward
James. Much of this period of his life is recorded in his verse autobiography Summoned by Bells published in
In Hilary term , Betjeman failed Divinity for the second time and he had to leave the university for the Trinity
term to prepare for a retake of the exam, he was then allowed to return in October. Betjeman then wrote to the
Secretary of the Tutorial Board at Magdalen, lee, asking to be entered for the Pass School, a set of
examinations taken on rare occasions by undergraduates who are deemed unlikely to achieve an honours
degree. Permission to sit the Pass School was granted, Betjeman famously decided to offer a paper in Welsh.
Osbert Lancaster tells the story that a tutor came by train twice a week from Aberystwyth to teach Betjeman,
however, Jesus College had a number of Welsh tutors who more probably would have taught him. Betjeman
finally had to leave at the end of the Michaelmas term,, Betjeman did pass his Divinity examination on his
third try but was sent down after failing the Pass School. He had achieved a result in only one of the three
required papers 6. Evelyn Waugh â€” Arthur Evelyn St. John Waugh was an English writer of novels,
biographies and travel books. He was also a prolific journalist and reviewer of books and his most famous
works include the early satires Decline and Fall and A Handful of Dust, the novel Brideshead Revisited and
the Second World War trilogy Sword of Honour. Waugh is recognised as one of the great prose stylists of the
English language in the 20th century, the son of a publisher, Waugh was educated at Lancing College and then
at Hertford College, Oxford, and briefly worked as a schoolmaster before he became a full-time writer. As a
young man, he acquired many fashionable and aristocratic friends, in the s, he travelled extensively, often as a
special newspaper correspondent in which capacity he reported from Abyssinia at the time of the Italian
invasion. He served in the British armed forces throughout the Second World War, first in the Royal Marines
and he was a perceptive writer who used the experiences and the wide range of people he encountered in his
works of fiction, generally to humorous effect. Waughs detachment was such that he fictionalised his own
mental breakdown, after the failure of his first marriage, Waugh converted to Catholicism in That blow to his
religious traditionalism, his dislike for the welfare state culture of the world and the decline of his health,
darkened his final years. To the public, Waugh displayed a mask of indifference, after his death in , he
acquired a following of new readers through the film and television versions of his works, such as the
television serial Brideshead Revisited. His grandson Alexander Waugh was a medical practitioner, who
bullied his wife and children. The elder of his two sons, born in , was Arthur Waugh, after attending Sherborne
School and New College, Oxford, Arthur Waugh began a career in publishing and as a literary critic. In he
became managing director of Chapman and Hall, publishers of the works of Charles Dickens and he had
married Catherine Raban in , their first son Alexander Raban Waugh was born on 8 July Alec Waugh later
became a novelist of note, on 7 January the boy was christened Arthur Evelyn St John Waugh but was known
in the family and in the wider world as Evelyn. In September , Evelyn began as a day pupil at Heath Mount
preparatory school, by then, he was a lively boy of many interests, who already had written and completed The
Curse of the Horse Race, his first story. Waugh spent six relatively contented years at Heath Mount, on his
own assertion he was quite a little boy. Physically pugnacious, Evelyn was inclined to bully weaker boys,
among his victims was the future society photographer Cecil Beaton, outside school, he and other
neighbourhood children performed plays, usually written by Waugh. Family holidays usually were spent with
the Waugh aunts, at Midsomer Norton, in a house lit with oil lamps, during his last year at Heath Mount,
Waugh established and edited The Cynic school magazine. The public sensation caused by Alecs novel so
offended the school that it impossible for Evelyn to go there 7. He was a figure of 20th-century British
classical music, with a range of works including opera, other vocal music, orchestral. His best-known works
include the opera Peter Grimes, the War Requiem, Born in Suffolk, the son of a dentist, Britten showed talent
from an early age. He studied at the Royal College of Music in London and privately with the composer Frank
Bridge, Britten first came to public attention with the a cappella choral work A Boy was Born in With the
premiere of Peter Grimes in , he leapt to international fame, over the next 28 years, he wrote 14 more operas,
establishing himself as one of the leading 20th-century composers in the genre. In addition to large-scale
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operas for Sadlers Wells and Covent Garden, he wrote operas for small forces. Among the best known of these
is The Turn of the Screw, recurring themes in his operas include the struggle of an outsider against a hostile
society and the corruption of innocence. Brittens other works range from orchestral to choral, solo vocal,
chamber and he took a great interest in writing music for children and amateur performers, including the opera
Noyes Fludde, a Missa Brevis, and the song collection Friday Afternoons. He often composed with particular
performers in mind, Britten was a celebrated pianist and conductor, performing many of his own works in
concert and on record. He also performed and recorded works by others, such as Bachs Brandenburg
concertos, Mozart symphonies, in his last year, he was the first composer to be given a life peerage.
Chapter 5 : Colin Spencer - Wikipedia
COLIN SPENCER is a celebrated playwright, artist and novelist and brings the same scholarly focus and inspired
creativity to his food writing. He has also written a study of vegetarianism in history entitled The Heretic's Feast as well
as The Faber Book of Food.
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Colin Spencer (born ) is an English writer and artist who has produced a prolific body of work in a wide variety of media
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