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Chapter 1 : About Bernard Lonergan - Loyola Marymount University
The editors of the Collected Works of Bernard Lonergan have established the definitive text for Insight after examining
all the variant forms in Lonergan's manuscripts and papers. The volume includes introductory material and annotation to
enable the reader to appreciate more fully this challenging work.

Aims[ edit ] Lonergan set out to do for human thought in our time what Thomas Aquinas had done for his own
time. Aquinas had successfully applied Aristotelian thought to the service of a Christian understanding of the
universe. Due to the Second World War , he was whisked out of Italy and back to Canada in May, , just two
days before the scheduled defence of his doctoral dissertation. In the event, he would not formally defend his
dissertation and receive his doctorate until a special board of examiners from the Immaculee Conception was
convened in Montreal on December 23, At the Gregorian, Lonergan taught Trinity and Christology in
alternate years, and produced substantial textbooks on these topics. In , he made another hasty return to North
America, this time to be treated for lung cancer. He died at the Jesuit infirmary in Pickering, Ontario , on 26
November Grace and Freedom, and Verbum: Word and Idea in Aquinas. Archival materials are available at
bernardlonergan. His director, Charles Boyer, S. Patout Burns in , and both the revised and the original version
of his study were subsequently published in his Collected Works as Grace and Freedom: Operative Grace in
the thought of St. Word and Idea in Aquinas[ edit ] After his return from Rome , Lonergan wrote a series of
four articles for Theological Studies on the inner word in Thomas Aquinas which became highly influential in
the study of St. The articles were later collected and published under the title Verbum: A Study of Human
Understanding[ edit ] In Lonergan gave a course at the Thomas More Institute in Montreal that extended from
September to April entitled "Thought and Reality," and the success of that course was the inspiration behind
his decision to write the book Insight. This method begins with an analysis of human knowing as divided into
three levels â€” experience, understanding, and judgment â€” and, by stressing the objectivity of judgment
more than Kant had done, develops a Thomistic vision of Being as the goal of the dynamic openness of the
human spirit. Method in Theology[ edit ] In , Lonergan published Method in Theology, which divides the
discipline into eight "functional specialties. Through his work on method, Lonergan aimed, among other
things, to establish a firm basis for agreement and progress in disciplines such as philosophy and theology.
Lonergan believed that the lack of an agreed method among scholars in such fields has inhibited substantive
agreement from being reached and progress from being made; whereas, in the natural sciences, for example,
widespread agreement among scholars on the scientific method has enabled remarkable progress. It has
recently appeared in the Collected Works together with an interleaf English translation under the title The
Triune God: Doctrines [27] and The Triune God: Doctrines, Lonergan begins with an examination of the
dialectical process by which the dogma of the Trinity developed in the first four centuries. This section was
previously published in English as The Way to Nicea. The fifth and final thesis is that the Trinity is a
theological mystery in the strict sense and can only be understood analogically. A concluding scholion
presents New Testament evidence in favor of the "psychological" analogy of the Trinity. In The Triune God:
Systematics, Lonergan develops the theory of intelligible or spiritual emanations in God as propounded by
Thomas Aquinas. The volume begins with a discussion of the method of systematic theology which seeks an
imperfect but highly fruitful understanding of the mysteries of faith by means of analogies. The following
chapters develop an analogical conception of the divine processions as intelligible emanations , relations,
persons, and the two missions of the Word and Spirit. Christology[ edit ] Lonergan produced two textbooks in
Christology. Beginning with an edition of , Lonergan introduced his own textbook for his Christology course,
De Verbo Incarnato. Subsequent editions were published in and in The first part is an interpretation of the
divinity and humanity of Christ as presented in the New Testament thesis 1. The second part recapitulates the
formation of the dogmatic theological tradition of Christology up through the monothelite controversy in the
seventh century theses The third part, which covers much the same material as The Constitution of Christ but
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in a somewhat different manner, formulates what Lonergan calls "theological conclusions" from the hypostatic
union regarding the ontological constitution of Christ as one person in two natures theses , and his
psychological constitution as a single subject of two subjectivities thesis The fourth part concerns "what
belongs to Christ" de iis quae christi sunt , including his grace, knowledge, sinlessness, and freedom theses
The fifth and final section regards the redemptive work of Christ, in three theses: He also produced a separate
treatise on the Redemption, of uncertain date and never published. The plan is to present two volumes, The
Incarnate Word, [37] which would include theses in Latin with an interleaf English translation, and The
Redemption, [38] which would include theses and the supplement on Redemption. Macroeconomics[ edit ] In
the s and early 40s, Lonergan developed an intense interest in macroeconomic analysis, but never published
the manuscript he developed. In later life while teaching at Boston College , Lonergan returned his attention to
the economic interests of his younger days. The University of Toronto Press has published his two works on
economics: An Essay in Circulation Analysis. By realism, he affirmed that we make true judgments of fact
and of value, and by critical, he based knowing and valuing in a critique of consciousness. GEM traces to their
roots in consciousness the sources of all the meanings and values that make up personality, social orders, and
historical developments. Given the fact that no science can today be mastered by a single individual, Lonergan
advocated sub-division of the scientific process in all fields. One of the leading voices in the effort to
implement functional specialization is Philip McShane. Hermeneutics[ edit ] Frederick G. Gadamer worked
out this seminal insight into his philosophical hermeneutics. According to Lawrence, however, Heidegger, and
in a lesser way Gadamer, remained under the influence of Kant when they refused to take seriously the
possibility of grace and redemption. Lonergan builds on the "theorem of the supernatural" achieved in
medieval times as well as on the distinction between grace and freedom worked out by Thomas Aquinas, and
so is able to remove all the brackets and return to the truly concrete, with his unique synthesis of "Jerusalem
and Athens. The proceedings of the Workshop are published under the same name, Lonergan Workshop,
edited by Frederick G. The Lonergan Symposium has been meeting for 32 years. Boston College has a
Lonergan Institute , and also publishes the bi-annual Method: Journal of Lonergan Studies. The journal was
founded and edited until by Mark D. The Lonergan Studies Newsletter is put out 4 times a year by the
Lonergan Research Institute, Toronto; it provides the most up-to-date bibliographical information on the
Lonergan movement. Lonergan Centers have been set up in various places see below, External Links. Much of
the primary archival material is available online at the Bernard Lonergan Archive see below, External Links ,
and a site for secondary material has also been set up, thanks to the work of Robert M.
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Chapter 2 : Collected Works of Bernard Lonergan | Encanto Editions
Fr. Bernard J.F. Lonergan, CC, SJ () was a Canadian Jesuit Priest. He was a philosopher-theologian in the Thomist
tradition and an economist from Buckingham, Quebec. He taught at Loyola College (Montreal) (now Concordia
University), Regis College (now federated within the University of.

Edited by Robert M. Daniel Monsour Translated by Michael G. Shields Edited by Robert M. Doran and
Robert C. Published Oct The Triune God: Published Aug The Triune God: Shields De Deo trino , or The
Triune God, is the third great installment on one particular strand in trinitarian theology, namely, the tradition
that appeals to a psychological analogy for understanding trinitarian processions and relations. Published Dec
Philosophical and Theological Papers Croken and Robert M. Doran These papers document his development
in the discipline during the years leading up to the publication of Method in Theology, and beyond to when he
was more engaged in his writings and seminars on macroeconomics. Shields, Frederick Crowe, and Robert
Doran Lonergan tackles the metaphysical and psychological questions raised by the unique makeup of Christ,
who is both fully human and fully divine, according to traditional Christian theology. Published Jun
Phenomenology and Logic: McShane This series of lectures delivered by Lonergan at Boston College in deal
with the general character of mathematical logic and its relation to truth, Scholasticism, and Aristotelian logic.
Published Dec Grace and Freedom: Operative Grace in the Thought of St. Published Jun Macroeconomic
Dynamics: Byrne and Frederick G. Lawrence The economic thought of Lonergan at the end of his career. His
analysis, while taking a fresh look at fundamental variables, breaks from centralist theory and practice towards
a radically democratic perspective on surplus income and non-political control. Volume 21 By Philip J.
McShane A collection of drafts, notes, and essays written by Lonergan in the s on various aspects of
economics. Published Nov Verbum: Published May Philosophical and Theological Papers, Crowe, and
Robert M. Published Mar Collection Edited by Frederick Crowe and Robert Doran The papers deal with
scientific, mathematical, theological, and philosophical questions, including discussions of such topics as the
proper foundation of metaphysics, the form of inference, the nature of love and marriage, and the role of the
university in the modern world. Published Nov Insight: Published Apr Understanding and Being: Morelli and
Mark D. Morelli This edition, the second, incorporates more of the historical setting in the text and adds a
wealth of explanatory notes, as well as previously unedited discussions that followed the lectures. Published
Sep Topics in Education: The Cincinnati Lectures of on the Philosophy of Education, Volume 10 By Bernard
Lonergan Topics in Education, the first publication of his lectures, follows Lonergan on his early explorations
of human development, studies the theories ofJean Piaget and others, and concludes with his own original
ideas in the realms of ethics, art, and history. Published Jul Share this:
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Chapter 3 : Table of Contents: Collected works of Bernard Lonergan.
Collected Works of Bernard Lonergan University of Toronto Press publishes this series in co-operation with the
Lonergan Research Institute of Regis College, University of Toronto. The series includes all of Lonergan's published
works, a number of previously unpublished items, and translations of his most important Latin volumes.

Jun 17, Colm Gillis rated it it was amazing What an interesting book!! This offers a really novel angle on
human understanding. Written almost as a series of mini-essays? But the fascinating dialogue that occurs
renders such critique superfluous. A ground-breaking study which is challenging but rewarding to read. Jul 08,
Paul rated it really liked it There is totes a hardback edition, Goodreads. Nice red boards and everything. I
really struggled over the 3 to 4 star rating. At pages of actual text, you have to want to know what he has to
say. In the closing pages he confesses to being a professor of dogmatic theology Everything he says needs to
be tried and tested and pounded upon and seen whether any of it really works, but I find myself scratching my
chin and thinking it might be worthwhile. Let me give an example. A core claim in this book is that Lonergan
understands human cognitional process so well he can use it to erect a completely unassailable central nub of
metaphysics, upon which any possible actually working way of understanding what the whole universe of
being has in common must be erected. This cognitional process includes as its most prominent feature a
three-step structure of knowing, which proceeds in an Aristotelian-Thomist fashion 1 from sense input or
introspection of, say, an emotional process to 2 insights which provide "understanding" of possible real
structures of the world that provided those sense inputs to 3 reflection and judgement on whether the insights
actually correspond to reality. That needs to be compared with actual neuroscience. There have to be
predictions that can be made on that basis that could be checked. The notion of the empirical residue, which is
largely just where things are in spacetime, and leads to the scatter of observations away from the predictions of
classical [i. The notion of schemes of recurrence and emergent complexity, evolution someone else would
have called it, which allows families of simple entities to assemble into composite objects that turn out to have
their own systems of rules, e. In this context, he spends a paragraph or three insisting on a dry little
unconvincing point that the composite entity completely assumes the simpler entities and it is no longer
sensible to talk about them individually. The notion of the social surd, the tendency of people to initially set up
a society or system according to thought-out rules and then corrupt the system by means of "common sense",
which is to govern ones actions by the rules that will maximize payoff in the shortest term and which are
discovered by trial and error. This inherent tendency causes the decline of civilizations, the need for new
insights, and the tension between those with a coherent vision and those whose "common sense" and
"practicality" drag society further down. The social surd is the irrational [get it? He also uses the completely
redundant word "obnubilation" more than once and LOVES the word "scotosis", which I thought he had made
up to mock Duns Scotus until I looked it up just now. He maps these onto 1 "potency", "central potency" being
an entity as separate and individual in spacetime; 2 "form", "central form" being its unity as a single entity and
"conjugate forms" being its actual properties, rules of interaction, and also, as I haphazardly understand the
classical terminology, accidents This spells out a system of metaphysics of proportionate being, i. Two
unreasoned sketches in three chapters follow. The first is a skeletal ethics, grounded on the "unrestricted desire
to know" and involving the addition of a fourth story of cognitional process, willing and taking action based
on a decision in the third story. The second is a suggestion that this same unrestricted desire to know leads to
transcendental knowledge, the God of classical natural theology, and onward to a recognition of the need, and
certainty that the need has been fulfilled, for this transcendental Being Itself to have implemented a plan of
salvation for humans that would of necessity include a suspiciously large number of Catholic elements. Thus
the end of the book, even more so than the first course in metaphysics that takes up its third quarter and
change, demands elaboration and checking, work of enormous proportions. The vision is intriguing enough
that I do want to see if there are enough of the cultists hinted at in the preface that any of this elaboration and
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checking has actually been done
Chapter 4 : Collected Works of Bernard Lonergan by Bernard J.F. Lonergan
Insight is Bernard Lonergan's masterwork. It aim is nothing less than insight into insight itself, a comprehensive view of
knowledge and understanding, and to state what one needs to understand and how one proceeds to understand it.

Chapter 5 : Bernard Lonergan - Wikipedia
For the edition of A Second Collection prepared for the Collected Works of Bernard Lonergan, editors Robert M. Doran
and John D. Dadosky have added archival materials directly related to almost every one of the papers, bringing the
reader closer to the original compositions.

Chapter 6 : Staff View: Collected works of Bernard Lonergan.
The item Collected works of Bernard Lonergan: a study of human understanding, Volume 3, Insight, edited by Frederick
E. Crowe and Robert M. Doran, (electronic resource:) represents a specific, individual, material embodiment of a distinct
intellectual or artistic creation found in University of Manitoba Libraries.

Chapter 7 : Insight: A Study of Human Understanding - Bernard Lonergan - Google Books
Collected works of Bernard Lon Staff View; a Collected works of Bernard Lonergan. 4 Insight /edited by Frederick E.
Crowe and Robert M. Doran. (5th ed.

Chapter 8 : Insight: A Study of Human Understanding, Volume 3 by Bernard J.F. Lonergan
Collected Works of Bernard Lonergan, an assemblage of materials from the published and unpublished
writings,lectures, and notes of the well-known Canadian philosopher and theologian who died in at the age of nearly.

Chapter 9 : Bernard Lonergan | How to Live a New and Beautiful Life
Bernard Joseph Francis Lonergan SJ CC (17 December - 26 November ) was a Canadian Jesuit priest, philosopher,
and theologian, regarded by many as one of the most important thinkers of the 20th century.
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