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A blood-type paternity test can also help eliminate a potential father or determine if paternity is probable. The IDENTI
GENE blood-type paternity test shows how ABO blood-typing and inherited-trait theory can be used to assist with
answering paternity questions.

Directions to the Bar Center Determining Paternity Determining the paternity of a minor child has legal
requirements and implications. The issue can arise when the mother is unmarried or when she is married and
the husband is not the father. Such a designation requires court action. The unmarried mother, alleged father,
or the minor child may file a complaint for establishing paternity. This filing must occur before the child
reaches 18 years of age. If the court rules the man as the father, he is the biological and legal father. With the
legal designation comes certain rights and responsibilities. He may sue for custody or visitation rights, but he
may also be responsible for child support. When a child is born to a married woman whose husband is not the
father, legal difficulties arise. Getting a divorce before the birth does not settle the issue. Mississippi law
presumes that a child born to a husband and wife is the natural offspring of the couple. Paternity is presumed
until proven otherwise in court. For a child conceived out of wedlock during the marriage, the law still
recognizes the husband as the legal father who has parental rights and responsibilities to the child. This
scenario acknowledges the existence of different legal and biological fathers. In divorce proceedings, the court
may declare the child was born out of wedlock, ruling the biological father as the legal father. If the divorcing
parties do not raise the issue of paternity, they may be barred from doing so in the future. If the biological
father later marries the mother, he may declare the child as his through court action or by such conduct that
publicly acknowledges his paternity. This act also makes the child his legal heir. Mississippi law does allow
the use of blood or genetic testing to determine the probability of paternity. While the test does not provide
definite answers, if the calculation that the probability of fatherhood is at least 98 percent, the court will
presume paternity. However, the presumption can be overcome in rare situations where evidence to the
contrary is strong.
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Laws that determine paternity can vary by state and may differ depending on whether parents are married to each other
or not. Because paternity plays a key role in deciding child support obligations, it's important to understand the factors
courts consider when determining paternity. Here's an.

These swabs have wooden or plastic stick handles with a cotton on synthetic tip. The buccal cells are then sent
to a laboratory for testing. For paternity testing, samples from the alleged father and child would be needed.
For maternity testing, samples from the alleged mother and child would be needed. Prenatal paternity testing
for unborn child[ edit ] Invasive prenatal paternity testing[ edit ] It is possible to determine who the biological
father of the fetus is while the woman is still pregnant through procedures called chorionic villus sampling or
amniocentesis. Choronic villus sampling CVS retrieves choronic villus placental tissue in either a transcervical
or transabdominal manner. These procedures are highly accurate because they are taking a sample directly
from the fetus; however, there is a small risk for the woman to miscarry and lose the pregnancy as a result.
Both CVS and Amnio require the pregnant woman to visit a genetic specialist known as a maternal fetal
medicine specialist who will perform the procedure. Non-invasive prenatal paternity testing[ edit ] Current
advances in genetic testing have led to the ability to determine who the biological father is while the woman is
still pregnant through a non-invasive method. This allows for accurate fetal DNA paternity testing during
pregnancy from a blood draw with no risk of miscarriage. Studies have shown that cffDNA can first be
observed as early as 7 weeks gestation, and the amount of cffDNA increases as the pregnancy progresses. In
this case person 1 is likely the father Main article: Sexual reproduction brings the DNA of both parents
together randomly to create a unique combination of genetic material in a new cell, so the genetic material of
an individual is derived from the genetic material of both their parents in equal amounts. This genetic material
is known as the nuclear genome of the individual, because it is found in the nucleus. Comparing the DNA
sequence of an individual to that of another individual can show whether one of them was derived from the
other. If that was the case, then the genetic material of one individual could have been derived from that of the
other i. Besides the nuclear DNA in the nucleus, the mitochondria in the cells also have their own genetic
material termed the mitochondrial DNA. Mitochondrial DNA comes only from the mother, without any
shuffling. Proving a relationship based on comparison of the mitochondrial genome is much easier than that
based on the nuclear genome. However, testing the mitochondrial genome can prove only if two individuals
are related by common descent through maternal lines only from a common ancestor and is, thus, of limited
value for instance, it could not be used to test for paternity. In testing the paternity of a male child, comparison
of the Y chromosome can be used, since it is passed directly from father to son. DNA test results are legally
admissible if the collection and the processing follows a chain of custody. Similarly in Canada, the SCC has
regulations on DNA paternity and relationship testing; however, this accreditation is recommended, but not
necessary. The recommendations provide guidance on concepts of genetic hypotheses and calculation
concerns needed to produce valid PIs, as well as on specific issues related to population genetics. History[ edit
] The first form of any kind of parental testing was blood typing, or matching blood types between the child
and alleged parent, which became available in the s, after scientists recognized that blood types, which had
been discovered in the early s, were genetically inherited. Under this form of testing, the blood types of the
child and parents are compared, and it can be determined whether there is any possibility of a parental link.
For example, two O blood type parents can only produce a child with an O blood type, and two parents with a
B blood type can produce a child with either a B or O blood type. A simpler, faster, and more accurate method
of testing than RFLP, it has an exclusion rate of To satisfy the chain-of-custody legal requirements, all tested
parties have to be properly identified and their specimens collected by a third-party professional who is not
related to any of the tested parties and has no interest in the outcome of the test. The quantum of evidence
needed is clear and convincing evidence ; that is, more evidence than an ordinary case in civil litigation , but
much less than beyond a reasonable doubt required to convict a defendant in a criminal case. In recent years,
immigration authorities in various countries, such as U. Similarly, in Canada, the lab needs to be accredited by
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the SCC. Although paternity tests are more common than maternity tests, there may be circumstances in which
the biological mother of the child is unclear. Examples include cases of an adopted child attempting to reunify
with his or her biological mother, potential hospital mix-ups , and in vitro fertilization where the laboratory
may have implanted an unrelated embryo inside the mother. Other factors, such as new laws regarding
reproductive technologies using donated eggs and sperm and surrogate mothers, can mean that the female
giving birth is not necessarily the legal mother of the child. For example, in Canada, the federal Human
Assisted Reproduction Act provides for the use of hired surrogate mothers. The legal mother of the child may,
in fact, be the egg donor. Similar laws are in place in the United Kingdom and Australia. United States[ edit ]
In the United States , paternity testing is fully legal, and fathers may test their children without the consent or
knowledge of the mother. Paternity testing take-home kits are readily available for purchase, though their
results are not admissible in court, and are for personal knowledge only. Only a court-ordered paternity test
may be used as evidence in court proceedings. If parental testing is being submitted for legal purposes in the
U. If a paternity test does not meet forensic standards for the state in question, a court-ordered forensic test
may be required for the results of the test to have legal meaning. For unmarried parents, if a parent is currently
receiving child support or custody, but DNA proves that the man is not the father later on, the support
automatically stops; however, in many states, this testing must be performed during a narrow window of time
if a voluntary acknowledgement of parentage form has already been signed by the putative father; otherwise,
the results of the test may be disregarded by law, and in many cases, a man may be required to pay child
support, even though the child is biologically unrelated. In a few states, if the mother is receiving the support,
then that alleged father has the right to file a lawsuit to get back any money that he lost from paying support.
As of , and in most states, unwed parents confronted with a voluntary acknowledgement of parentage form are
informed of the possibility and right to request a DNA paternity test. If testing is refused by the mother, the
father may not be required to sign the birth certificate or the voluntary acknowledgement of parentage form for
the child. For wedded putative parents, the husband of the mother is presumed to be the father of the child.
Canada[ edit ] Personal paternity-testing kits are available. In Canada, only a handful of labs have this
approval, and it is recommended that testing is performed in these labs. Courts also have the power to order
paternity tests during divorce cases. United Kingdom[ edit ] In the United Kingdom , there were no
restrictions on paternity tests until the Human Tissue Act came into force in September Section 45 states that
it is an offence to possess without appropriate consent any human bodily material with the intent of analysing
its DNA. Legally declared fathers have access to paternity-testing services under the new regulations,
provided the putative parental DNA being tested is their own. Tests are sometimes ordered by courts when
proof of paternity is required. In the UK, the Ministry of Justice accredits bodies that can conduct this testing.
The Department of Health produced a voluntary code of practice on genetic paternity testing in This
document is currently under review, and responsibility for it has been transferred to the Human Tissue
Authority. France[ edit ] DNA paternity testing is solely performed on decision of a judge in case of a
judiciary procedure in order either to establish or contest paternity or to obtain or deny child support. Full
informed consent of both parents is required, and prenatal paternity testing is prohibited, with the exception of
sexual abuse and rape cases. Though parents have access to "peace of mind" parental tests through overseas
laboratories, family courts are under no obligation to accept them as evidence. Family courts have the power
to order paternity tests against the will of the father in divorce and child support cases, as well as in other cases
such as determining heirs and settling the question involving the population registry. A man seeking to prove
that he is not the father of the child registered as his is entitled to a paternity test, even if the mother and
natural guardian object. Paternity tests are not ordered when it is believed it could lead to the murder of the
mother, and until , were not ordered when there was a chance that the child could have been conceived outside
of marriage, making them a mamzer under Jewish law. China[ edit ] In China , paternity testing is legally
available to fathers who suspect their child is not theirs. Chinese law also requires a paternity test for any child
born outside the one-child policy for the child to be eligible for a hukou , or family registration record. Family
tie formed by adoption can also only be confirmed by a paternity test. A large number of Chinese citizens seek
paternity testing each year, and this has given rise to many unlicensed illegal testing centers being set up. The
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test uses the STR alleles in mother and her child, other children and brothers of the alleged father, and
deduction of genetic constitution of the father by the basis of genetic laws to create a rough amalgamation. An
episode of Solved shows this test used to see if a blood sample matches with the victim of a kidnapping.
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Paternity can be determined by highly accurate tests conducted on blood or tissue samples of the father (or alleged
father), mother and child. Learn about the legal implications for paternity blood tests, and more, at FindLaw's section on
Paternity Law.

A, B, AB These are general rules, though, and exceptions apply. Today there are over blood types known as
well as other tissue types called HLA types , which can make paternity testing far more accurate â€” but still
not perfect. Determining Father Before a Baby is Born It is also now possible to determine the father before a
baby is born. This is done by comparing DNA molecules â€” our genetic blueprints. You also need a small
sample of amniotic fluid the water that the baby is floating in. The amniotic fluid may be obtained by a
process called amniocentesis. This procedure is performed no earlier than 13 weeks into the pregnancy. A
court order or informed consent of all adults involved is required to proceed with paternity testing. You will
need to wait 3 to 4 long weeks for the results. Waiting for these test results can be a very anxious time. Either
way, if the test says that a man is not the father, then legally and truly he is not it can absolutely exclude some
men as the father of a certain child. If the test says that he is the father, then he probably is â€” there is about a
DNA testing is now legally accepted as able to determine paternity. There are about one million two hundred
eighteen thousand five hundred males in Jamaica as of A positive DNA paternity test could limit the potential
fathers to only about 2, of them plus 0. Only 2 out of men could possibly be the father. As you can see, a
positive paternity test is good evidence, but not an ironclad guarantee. Paternity Testing Prenatal paternity
testing can be arranged through a company called Genelex, located in Seattle, Washington. They are very
helpful, and can be reached at 1. If you wait until after the baby is born, DNA testing can be arranged through
most local blood banks many of which use Genelex. The blood sample can be obtained at birth. Otherwise, the
baby should be at least 2 months old , since a fair amount of blood is needed for the test. I realize that the
circumstances that prompt a person to undergo paternity testing are often difficult. I hope that whatever you
want turns out to be true. Even more, I hope that whatever turns out to be true becomes something that you
learn to want.
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Mississippi law does allow the use of blood or genetic testing to determine the probability of paternity. While the test
does not provide definite answers, if the calculation that the probability of fatherhood is at least 98 percent, the court will
presume paternity.

Ask Your Local Child Support Agency to Establish Parentage Your local child support agency can bring an
action to establish the parentage of your child. As part of this action, they will ask for a child support order.
This service is free. Every county has a local child support agency. The local agencies and the department help
parents support and provide health insurance for their children. To begin the process, call the LCSA and ask
for an appointment to open a case for parentage and support. You can open a case even when the mother is
still pregnant, and a genetic test can be ordered if the other person denies being the parent after the child is
born. Either or both parents can ask for the services of the LCSA. Also, when one parent is on welfare for the
children for example, if they receive Cal-Works or Medi-Cal , the LCSA automatically gets involved and
opens a case. The local child support agency LCSA does not represent the parents or the children. The LCSA
lawyers are not your lawyers. You are not a legal client, and the information you give the LCSA is not
confidential. The law says the LCSA will make the final decision on child support enforcement, even if the
parent getting child support disagrees. Go to Court Yourself to Establish Parentage If you want to handle your
own case to establish parentage, you will need to fill out, serve, and file several court forms. You may also
need to have a trial before a judge. This section only gives general instructions. Establishing parentage is
complicated. The family law facilitator can help you with the forms and tell you if your local court has special
local forms, too. You can also talk to a lawyer. Click for help finding a lawyer. Either parent can start a case to
establish parentage. A parentage case also allows the parents to ask for orders about custody, visitation, and
child support. You do NOT need a parentage case if: You and the other parent are unmarried but signed a
voluntary Declaration of Paternity. Click if you signed a voluntary Declaration of Paternity and now want the
court to make custody, visitation, or child support orders. You are married to the other parent, including
same-sex marriages or are registered domestic partners. The local child support agency already filed a
parentage and child support case in court. To start your parentage case, you should file your case in the county
where your child lives or can be found. Click to find the court in that county. If you are not sure where your
child lives, you can start the case in the county where you live. But the judge may decide later that another
county or state should handle the case.
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Determining paternity is now possible even before a baby is born. This is done by comparing DNA molecules â€” our
genetic blueprints. To do this you need a blood sample from both the mother and the potential father (testing without the
mother's blood is possible, but more difficult â€” and more expensive).

The most common of these is the DNA test or a more out-dated, almost totally disused way, is by using a
blood type or blood- typing, as it is commonly referred to. A man can opt for any one of these two tests
although the most accurate results can only be provided with a DNA test. The samples must then be sent to the
lab for testing â€” obviously both the father and the child need to provide samples. The two samples are
compared to see if the alleged father and child share the same genetic markers. In the event that the man is the
biological father of the child, the test will usually give a This is because DNA is the material that is inherited
by children from their parents. If the alleged father is not the real father, there will be not be enough shared
genetic material. Determining paternity by blood type On the other hand, determining paternity by blood type
chart is not really a test per se. It is more theoretical than practical in its approach to establishing parentage.
Blood types are also inherited from parents and this is the principle under which a blood type chart works. For
example, parents with an O blood group can only have children with an O blood group too either O negative
or O positive. A blood type chart provides information on the expected blood types of children from that of
their parents. Perhaps the greatest difference between these two paternity tests is that the blood type chart
cannot be used as conclusive proof of fatherhood. It can only be used to disprove parentage and not to prove
that an individual is the father of the child. The DNA test result is on the other hand very reliable. Unless there
was a mistake in the testing process, the result is conclusive evidence of either parentage or non- parentage.
Another difference between determining paternity by DNA and determining paternity by blood type chart, is
the fact that for the blood type chart to be used, information on the blood groups of either one or both of the
supposed parents must be available. In the absence of this information, the chart becomes obsolete. There is
also the obvious difference that the DNA test is actually a test that is carried out. An actual scientific test on
the DNA profiles has to be done. When using a blood type chart in a bid to establish parentage, no tests need
to be done. This is especially true when the blood group of each supposed parent is known. In such a case it is
as simple as interpreting the information on the chart.
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Now blood tests are becoming available that can determine paternity as early as the eighth or ninth week of pregnancy,
without an invasive procedure that could cause a miscarriage.

Though the ship wrecked in the Potomac River, it was repaired and could have taken John back to England.
He did not return. What he did instead, for which we are all immensely grateful, was father Lawrence
Washington, who fathered Augustine Washington, who fathered George Washington, who fathered our nation.
Virginia has long recognized the role of fathers. Get It In Writing! Paternity tests on television almost always
hinge on DNA evidence. Wanna show off for your friends? Two other ways to determine paternity, besides
DNA testing, are available in the Commonwealth. One method of determining paternity is simply to produce a
written statement that assigns fatherhood to some particular man. Both the mother and alleged father put in
writing that they take responsibility for the little life in their hands. Dad simply needs a photo ID to prove he is
who he says he is. It is an awesome responsibility, so Virginia does provide a way to undo the declaration. The
man or woman has 60 days to rescind the acknowledgement, which means after roughly two months of
fatherhood, in the eyes of Virginia courts, you are a Daddy. Paternity Through Adoption Under the same
section of Virginia Code, you can also establish paternity for a Virginia child by showing that you legally
adopted the child. The court, by turns, could order you to take a paternity test blood test or DNA test. Your
attorney can use legal skills to counter any arguments the mother makes, but the judge is the sole determiner
of paternity, based on DNA test results. This is not the sort of case you want to take to a typical Virginia
family lawyer. If you are seeking to avoid a false accusation of paternity, you need a Virginia lawyer
completely in command of Virginia family law, from the Code to relevant case law. Disestablishment of
paternity is as important for everyone involved â€” mother, child and putative father â€” as establishment of
paternity. As family law attorneys, we are thoroughly familiar with the Virginia Code, case law, and pertinent
federal law. Contact us online, or telephone our offices, to speak with a paternity lawyer today.
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DNA paternity testing is the use of DNA profiling (known as genetic fingerprinting) to determine whether two individuals
are biologically parent and child. A paternity test establishes genetic proof whether a man is the biological father of an
individual, and a maternity test establishes whether a woman is the biological mother of an individual.

If parents are married when a child is born, there is usually no question about parentage. But for unmarried
parents, parentage of their children needs to be established legally. In some cases, the law may also determine
that a chlid has more than 2 legal parents. What It Means to Establish Parentage Establishing parentage means
obtaining a court order or signing an official Declaration of Paternity that says who the legal parents of a child
are. For example, if the parents of a child were not married when the mother became pregnant or when the
child was born, the child does not have a legal father until parentage is established. So even if a father can
prove he is the biological father of a child, if he was never married to the mother, he does not legally have any
rights or responsibilities for the child. For that, parentage must be established legally. Establishing parentage is
necessary before custody, visitation, or child support will be ordered by a court. Establishing parentage is also
necessary for same-sex parenting situations if the parents were not married when the mother became pregnant
or when the child was born. For example, if two unmarried women agree to co-parent a child, and the woman
who did not give birth to the child wants to be established as a legal parent, she would have to ask the court for
an order establishing her parental rights legally. Once a person is established as the father or mother of a child,
he or she will have all the rights and responsibilities of a parent: He or she will be able to request custody and
visitation parenting time orders from the court so that he or she can legally visit with his or her child. He or
she also will be responsible for paying child support and will have to pay half of the uninsured health-care
costs for the children and half of the child-care costs that result from the custodial parent getting or having a
job or going to school. In California, in some cases the court may determine a child has more than 2 parents.
This is usually done when it would hurt the child if additional parents were not legally recognized. If a person
is established as a legal parent of a child, that person MUST financially support the child. It is a crime for a
legal parent to fail to support his or her child. A legal parent also has the right to get custody or visitation
rights related to the child. Reasons for Establishing Parentage of a Child Establishing parentage is very
important for a child. First, the child gets the emotional benefit of knowing who both of his or her parents are.
And, legally, it entitles the child to the same rights and privileges as those of a child whose parents are
married. These legal rights and privileges are: Once parentage is established, the court can make orders for
child support, health insurance, child custody, visitation parenting time , name change, and reimbursement of
pregnancy and birth expenses. Without establishing parentage, the court cannot make orders regarding these
issues. So if 1 parent needs child support and the other will not pay voluntarily, the court will not be able to
order child support until parentage is established. The benefits to a child of establishing parentage go far
beyond the financial issues as the list above shows and include things like allowing the child to get child
support or health insurance later on, when the other parent gets a job or is in a better financial situation. If the
situation is one in which there are more than 2 parents, all parents would have the rights and responsibilities of
parentage. A voluntary Declaration of Paternity is a California governmental form that, when signed by both
parents, establishes them as the legal parents of the child. The form must be signed voluntarily. No one can
force either person to sign the form. A properly signed Declaration of Paternity has the same effect as a court
order establishingparental relationship for the child, without anyone having to go to court. Read the section on
Establishing Parentage to learn more about declarations of paternity and other ways to establish parentage.
Disputing Parentage and Genetic Testing In general, a man who is being told that he is the father of a child has
the right, if he is not completely sure he is the father, to request a genetic DNA test to find out for sure if he is
the father of that child. Some of the DNA coding is inherited from the father. Therefore, by comparing the
DNA coding of a mother, father, and child, their parental relationship can be established. If the Department of
Child Support Services performs the test, normally there is no charge to either named parent. If the court
orders the named parents to get DNA testing, there may be fees of several hundreds of dollars to have the
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testing done. The court will NOT accept private DNA testing as evidence in a paternity case unless the test has
been ordered by the court. If the court orders DNA testing, it will provide the named parents with the
information they need to get the tests done. The court will not accept DNA tests done at home or in a private
medical facility. In the section on Disputing Parentage there is a lot more information about how to request
genetic testing to determine paternity.
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When both unmarried parents sign a Declaration of Paternity, it means they are the legal parents of the child. Signing a
Declaration of Paternity is voluntary. The parents can sign a declaration at the hospital when the child is born. If the
parents sign at the hospital, both parents' names will go.

Seeking answers and resolving your concerns has physical, emotional and financial benefits for both you and
your unborn child. The AABB Relationship Testing Accreditation Program is based on standards and provides
for the assessment and accreditation of laboratories performing relationship testing. You can contact DDC at
and discuss your options with a paternity professional. They can answer your questions and guide you through
the process. Why is establishing paternity important? Establishing paternity is important both to the child and
the parents It can help protect his or her future, and ensure things like child support and custody are with the
true father. Determining a biological relationship is important for several reasons: Strengthens the bond
between biological individuals, such as father and child. If you are pregnant and not married, most states have
laws that require an Acknowledgment of Paternity AOP form to be completed at the hospital immediately
after birth to legally establish who the father is. This form is filed with the Bureau of Vital Statistics and is a
legally binding document. If the time allowed for amending this form expires, the father listed as the AOP and
birth certificate could be held legally responsible for the child, even if he later proves he is not the biological
father. If the mother is married to someone other than the father of the child, the husband can be presumed to
be the father and listed on the birth certificate as the legal father, unless otherwise disputed by a paternity test.
If you need a paternity test to ensure the right man is named as the father, call DNA Diagnostics Center at
Types of Paternity Testing: Either a buccal cheek swab or a blood collection can be performed. If you need to
establish paternity or have questions, please contact the DDC at For prenatal testing, or paternity testing while
pregnant, there are a few options to choose from: A non-invasive prenatal paternity test is the most accurate
non-invasive way to establish paternity before the baby is born. This test requires only a simple blood
collection from the mother and alleged father and can be performed any time after the 8th week of pregnancy.
The test is This test is performed in the second trimester , anywhere from the 14thth weeks of pregnancy.
During this procedure, the doctor uses ultrasound to guide a thin needle into your uterus, through your
abdomen. The needle draws out a small amount of amniotic fluid, which is tested. Risks include a small
chance of harming the baby and miscarriage. Other side effects may include cramping , leaking of amniotic
fluid, and vaginal bleeding. This test consists of a thin needle or tube which a doctor inserts from the vagina,
through the cervix, guided by an ultrasound , to obtain chorionic villi. Chorionic villi are little finger-like
pieces of tissue attached to the wall of the uterus. The chorionic villi and the fetus come from the same
fertilized egg, and have the same genetic makeup. This testing can be done earlier in pregnancy from the
10thth weeks. The American Pregnancy Association recommends using the non-invasive prenatal paternity
test or waiting until after birth to test for paternity. This will help you avoid the unnecessary risk of a potential
miscarriage from one of the other procedures. How soon can we start the testing process? DNA testing can be
done as early as the end of the first trimester of pregnancy, starting any time after the 8th week with the SNP
microarray procedure, or during the 10th week through the CVS procedure. Are test results kept completely
confidential? It is a rule of most DNA laboratories to keep your results completely confidential. Speak with
each laboratory individually on their policies concerning confidentiality. What risk does DNA testing pose to
the mother and the developing baby? These tests are often discouraged for the sole reason of seeking paternity
because of the increased miscarriage risks. However, the non-invasive SNP microarray procedure poses little
risk to mom or the baby. The only risk associated with the procedure is the same as a standard blood
collection. Can an exact date of conception be determined accurately without a paternity test? The assumption
is that if a woman has pretty regular menstrual cycles , then she will be ovulating during a certain time of the
month. Ovulation is the time when conception can take place because that is when an egg is made available.
The problem is that most women do not ovulate on an exact date each month, and many women have a
different ovulation day from month to month. If you also take into account that sperm can live in the body
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days after intercourse has taken place, this can make figuring out conception very difficult. Most doctors use
the first day of the last period LMP and ultrasound measurements to gage the gestational age of a baby and
determine when the baby was conceived. But these are just tools used to estimate the datesâ€”it is very hard to
tell what the exact date of conception really is. Most people do not realize that ultrasounds can be off up to
days in early pregnancy and up to a couple weeks off if the first ultrasounds are done farther into the second
trimester or beyond. If you are seeking the estimated date of conception for paternity reasons, and intercourse
with two different partners took place within 10 days of each other, we strongly encourage that paternity
testing be done; this testing can be done during pregnancy or after the baby is born. This is the only way to
accurately know who the father is. How much does it cost to establish paternity? Costs will vary, depending
on which types of procedures are performed. Non-invasive prenatal testing is often more costly than testing
done after a baby is born because of the technologies used to isolate the fetal DNA from the mothers DNA.
You can reach the DNA Diagnostics Center at for a free consultation to discuss any of the options and find
more specific costs. Can I use the DNA test results in court? Who do I call for Paternity Testing? There are a
number of DNA and paternity testing facilities around the country. You want to make sure you use a facility
accredited by the AABB. You may be interested in comparing different testing facilities. March 9, at Office
of Attorney General of Texas.
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The American Pregnancy Association recommends paternity testing from a laboratory accredited by the AABB. The
AABB Relationship Testing Accreditation Program is based on standards and provides for the assessment and
accreditation of laboratories performing relationship testing.

A man is presumed to be the natural father of a child if: A conclusive presumption that a man is the natural
father of a child is established if tests for the typing of blood or tests for genetic identification made pursuant
to NRS A presumption under subsection 1 may be rebutted in an appropriate action only by clear and
convincing evidence. If two or more presumptions arise which conflict with each other, the presumption which
on the facts is founded on the weightier considerations of policy and logic controls. The presumption is
rebutted by a court decree establishing paternity of the child by another man. After the expiration of the period
described in subsection 2, a declaration for the voluntary acknowledgment of paternity developed by the State
Board of Health pursuant to NRS A declaration for the voluntary acknowledgment of paternity or a
declaration for the voluntary acknowledgment of parentage that is signed pursuant to this subsection is not
required to be ratified by a court of this State before the declaration is deemed to have the same effect as a
judgment or order of a court determining the existence of the relationship of parent and child. A person who
signs an acknowledgment of paternity or an acknowledgment of parentage in this State may rescind the
acknowledgment: After the expiration of the period during which an acknowledgment may be rescinded
pursuant to subsection 2, the acknowledgment may not be challenged except upon the grounds of fraud, duress
or material mistake of fact. The burden of proof is on the person challenging the acknowledgment to establish
that the acknowledgment was signed because of fraud, duress or material mistake of fact. A child, his or her
natural mother, a man presumed or alleged to be his or her father or an interested third party may bring an
action pursuant to this chapter to declare the existence or nonexistence of the father and child relationship. If
an action under this section is brought before the birth of the child, all proceedings must be stayed until after
the birth, except service of process and the taking of depositions to perpetuate testimony. Upon the request of
any of the persons listed in subsection 1, the district attorney shall take such action as is necessary to establish
the parentage of a child. An action brought under this chapter to declare the existence or nonexistence of the
father and child relationship is not barred until 3 years after the child reaches the age of majority. Each district
court has jurisdiction of an action brought under this chapter. The action may be joined with an action for
divorce, annulment, separate maintenance or support. A person who has sexual intercourse in this state thereby
submits to the jurisdiction of the courts of this state as to an action brought under this chapter with respect to a
child who may have been conceived by that act of intercourse. In addition to any other method provided by
law, personal jurisdiction may be acquired by personal service of summons outside this state or by certified
mail, restricted delivery, with return receipt requested. The court has jurisdiction whether or not the plaintiff
resides in this state. If an action to establish paternity is transferred from one judicial district in this state to
another judicial district in this state, the district court to which the action is transferred shall not require the
petitioner to file additional documents with the court or provide additional service of process upon the
respondent to maintain jurisdiction over the parties. If the court determines that it is necessary for the child to
be made a party to the action, the court may make the child a party to the action. If the child is a minor and the
court determines that it is necessary to appoint a guardian ad litem to represent the child, the court may
appoint a guardian ad litem for the child. The natural mother and a man presumed to be the father under NRS
Any other presumed or alleged father may be made a party. The court may align the parties. Added to NRS by
, ; A , ; , ; , ; , ; , ; , ; , ; , NRS Whenever service of process is required in an action brought under this chapter
to determine the existence or nonexistence of the paternal relationship, it may be made pursuant to Rule 4 of
N. The court shall endeavor to resolve the issues raised in an action pursuant to this chapter by an informal
hearing. As soon as practicable after an action to declare the existence or nonexistence of the father and child
relationship has been brought, an informal hearing must be held. The court may order that the hearing be held
before a master or referee. The public shall be barred from the hearing. A record of the proceeding or any
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portion thereof must be kept if any party requests or the court orders. Strict rules of evidence need not be
observed, but those prescribed in NRS B. Upon refusal of any witness, including a party, to testify under oath
or produce evidence, the court may order the witness to testify under oath and produce evidence concerning all
relevant facts. The refusal of a witness who has been granted immunity to obey an order to testify or produce
evidence is a civil contempt of the court. Testimony of a physician concerning the medical circumstances of
the pregnancy and the condition and characteristics of the child upon birth is not privileged. The court may,
and shall upon the motion of a party, order the mother, child, alleged father or any other person so involved to
submit to one or more tests for the typing of blood or taking of specimens for genetic identification to be made
by a designated person, by qualified physicians or by other qualified persons, under such restrictions and
directions as the court or judge deems proper. Whenever such a test is ordered and made, the results of the test
must be received in evidence and must be made available to a judge, master or referee conducting a hearing
pursuant to NRS The results of the test and any sample or specimen taken may be used only for the purposes
specified in this chapter. Unless a party files a written objection to the result of a test at least 30 days before
the hearing at which the result is to be received in evidence, the result is admissible as evidence of paternity
without foundational testimony or other proof of authenticity or accuracy. The order for such a test also may
direct that the testimony of the experts and of the persons so examined may be taken by deposition or written
interrogatories. If any party refuses to submit to or fails to appear for a test ordered pursuant to subsection 1,
the court may presume that the result of the test would be adverse to the interests of that party or may enforce
its order if the rights of others and the interests of justice so require. The court, upon reasonable request by a
party, shall order that independent tests for determining paternity be performed by other experts or qualified
laboratories. In all cases, the court shall determine the number and qualifications of the experts and
laboratories. As used in this section: Evidence relating to paternity may include: Bills or receipts for the costs
of: On the basis of the information produced at the pretrial hearing, the judge, master or referee conducting the
hearing shall evaluate the probability of determining the existence or nonexistence of the father and child
relationship in a trial and whether a judicial declaration of the relationship would be in the best interest of the
child. On the basis of the evaluation, an appropriate recommendation for settlement must be made to the
parties, which may include any of the following: In that case, the court may designate a person or agency to
receive from the alleged father and disburse on behalf of the child all amounts paid by the alleged father in
fulfillment of obligations imposed on the alleged father. If the parties accept a recommendation made in
accordance with subsection 1, judgment may be entered accordingly. If a party refuses to accept a
recommendation made under subsection 1 and blood tests or tests for genetic identification have not been
taken, the court shall require the parties to submit to blood tests or tests for genetic identification, if
practicable. Thereafter the judge, master or referee shall make an appropriate final recommendation. If a party
refuses to accept the final recommendation, the action must be set for trial. The guardian ad litem may accept
or refuse to accept a recommendation under this section. The pretrial hearing may be terminated and the action
set for trial if the judge, master or referee conducting the hearing finds unlikely that all parties would accept a
recommendation he or she might make under subsection 1 or 3. After an action is set for trial pursuant to NRS
Applicability of Nevada Rules of Civil Procedure; admissibility of evidence of other sexual contact; without
jury. An action under this chapter is a civil action governed by the Nevada Rules of Civil Procedure. The
mother of the child and the alleged father are competent to testify and may be compelled to testify.
Subsections 3 and 4 of NRS The trial must be by the court without a jury. A judgment or order of a court, or a
judgment or order entered pursuant to an expedited process, determining the existence or nonexistence of the
relationship of parent and child is determinative for all purposes. Such a judgment or order of this State may:
A court that enters such a judgment or order shall ensure that the social security numbers of the mother and
father are: Added to NRS by , ; A , ; , ; , ; , ; , , ; , ; , ; , NRS Provision of information by court and parties to
action; regulations. A court that, on or after October 1, , issues an order in this State establishing the paternity
of a child shall: Within 10 days after a court of this State issues an order establishing the paternity of a child,
each party to the cause of action shall file with the court that issued the order and with the Division of Welfare
and Supportive Services: The Division of Welfare and Supportive Services shall adopt regulations specifying
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the particular information required to be provided pursuant to subsection 1 to carry out the provisions of 42 U.
The court may order the proportion of any indigent party to be paid by the county. In no event may the State
be assessed any costs when it is a party to an action to determine parentage. If the parent and child relationship
has been established, the obligation of a parent may be enforced in the same or independent proceedings by
the other parent, the child, the public authority that has furnished or may furnish the reasonable expenses of
pregnancy, confinement, education, support or funeral, or by any other person, including a private agency, to
the extent he or she has furnished or is furnishing these expenses. The court may order support payments to be
made to the custodial parent or a person or public agency designated to administer them for the benefit of the
child under the supervision of the court. Willful failure to obey the judgment or order of the court is a civil
contempt of the court. All remedies for the enforcement of judgments apply. Except as otherwise provided in
NRS B. Notice and service of process. If, after a court issues an order establishing the paternity of a child, a
subsequent cause of action between the parties concerning the support of the child is initiated, the
requirements for notice and service of process shall be deemed to have been met with respect to a party to the
proceeding who cannot be found if: The party initiating the proceeding shows proof that diligent effort has
been made to ascertain the location of the missing party; and 2. At the pretrial hearing and in further
proceedings, any party may be represented by counsel. If a party is financially unable to pay the cost of a
transcript, the court shall furnish on request a transcript for purposes of appeal. Any hearing or trial held under
this chapter must be held in closed court without admittance of any person other than those necessary to the
action or proceeding. All papers and records, other than the final judgment, pertaining to the action or
proceeding, whether part of the permanent record of the court or of a file in the Division of Welfare and
Supportive Services of the Department of Health and Human Services or elsewhere, are subject to inspection
only upon consent of the court and all interested persons, or in exceptional cases only upon an order of the
court for good cause shown. Upon order of a court of this state or, except as otherwise provided in NRS If a
man who is alleged to be the father of a child in an action brought pursuant to this chapter fails to plead or
otherwise defend against the action as provided in the Nevada Rules of Civil Procedure, the clerk of the court
shall enter his default upon a showing of proof of service of process and any other showing required pursuant
to the Nevada Rules of Civil Procedure. Any interested party may bring an action to determine the existence of
a mother and child relationship. Insofar as practicable, the provisions of this chapter applicable to the father
and child relationship apply to that action. Proceedings to compel support by a nonsupporting parent may be
brought in accordance with this chapter. They are not exclusive of other proceedings. The court may assess the
usual filing fees, charges or court costs against the nonsupporting parent and shall enforce their collection with
the other provisions of the judgment. This fee may not be assessed against: If the court finds that a parent and
child relationship exists, it may assess against the nonsupporting parent, in addition to any support obligation
ordered a reasonable collection fee. If the court finds that the nonsupporting parent would experience a
financial hardship if required to pay the fee immediately, it may order that the fee be paid in installments, each
of which is not more than 25 percent of the support obligation for each month. The complaint must be in
writing and verified by oath or affirmation of the complainant. If the defendant fails to appear, the court may
proceed as if the defendant were present and hear the complaint. The court shall require the plaintiff to
establish the facts, and shall give full and careful consideration to all evidence presented and the rights and
claims of the plaintiff, defendant and children, and the best interests of the child or children involved. The
court shall, upon its own findings or the verdict of the jury, make such orders as it would make if the
defendant were present. In case of the death of the defendant, the action to compel support may be prosecuted
against the personal representatives of the deceased with like effect as if the defendant were living, subject as
regards the measure of support to the provisions of this chapter.
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