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God and gender The original languages of several religions have gender-specific pronouns and verb
conjugations. As language was constructed by man, references to God often use the masculine pronoun "He"
and refer to God as masculine; social modernity enabled hegemonic language. In many religions, including
Judaism , Sikhism , and Islam, God has traditionally been referred to by using masculine pronouns. However,
in the original Hebrew and Aramaic languages of the Old Testament, God is referred to by a variety of names,
in both singular and plural forms, and so it is not clear that the use of a masculine pronoun necessarily conveys
actual gender. For example, in Sikhism the use of masculine pronouns is due to grammatical conventions and
does not signify actual gender. As there is no neutral gender in Arabic, God is referred to in the masculine
form by default, and it is universally understood that God Allah is not a woman. While in mainstream
Christianity God is thought of in masculine terms, teachings generally state that God has no gender, except in
his incarnation as Jesus Christ, due to the fact that He is a spiritual being. However, the names of Father and
Son clearly imply masculinity, and the Gospel of John implies the masculinity of the Spirit by applying a
masculine demonstrative pronoun to the grammatically neuter antecedent. Still, teachings regarding the gender
and nature of God vary between Christian groups, and some clearly state that God is male. These include the
teachings of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints , which explicitly describe God the Father as
being male, corporeal, and separate in being from the Son, Jesus Christ. Unusually, Latter-day Saint teachings
also indicate the existence of a Heavenly Mother, who is the wife of the Heavenly Father, and that together
they are the spiritual parents of humankind. This reinforces the idea that God is analogous to our earthly
fathers. However, these beliefs are not common among Christian groups, which generally see God as having
both male and female attributes and therefore no need for a female counterpart. In many polytheistic religions,
there are both gods and goddesses clearly defined. This includes many pagan religions, such as those
involving Greek mythology , Norse mythology , and Celtic mythology. This distinction also exists in other
polytheisms. For example, Hinduism distinguishes between God and Goddess. There are three main male gods
known as Tridev Sanskrit: In Hindu mythology, all the forces converge to form a female supreme power
known as aadishakti Sanskrit: The western masculine psychology derived from religious social structures that
created ideologies of masculinity and femininity. Masculinity Ideologies of Manhood[ edit ] Among artists
and scientists during the Renaissance , it was the prevailing belief that the study of the male form was in itself
a study of God. Under this discipline, sculpture is considered to be the finest form of art because it mimics
divine creation. Masculine identities or concepts are developed differently across cultures and subcultures.
Masculine identities are not limited to the archetypal male species, and can be fluid in constructing a new
identity outside of binary lenses. Laws stood in place to dictate order. Sodomy was a law that enforced
masculinity in western culture, and specifically, sexual acts by men was deemed illegal. As the gay rights
movement began to make headway, and the social condemnation of being gay began to weaken, social
conservatives invoked sodomy laws as a justification for discrimination. Several northern American states
out-ruled sodomy in just and culture remains a continuity. The lack of acknowledging sexual preferences
outside of the binary social constructs are effects of an unchallenged masculine psychology. Literature[ edit ]
Social standards of manliness or masculinity has been challenged as much as it is asserted in the Western
culture. The study of masculine psychology has brought about the publication of many books, poems, and
journals. In this book he argues "It is time to evolve beyond the first-stage macho jerk ideal, all spine and no
heart. It is also time to evolve beyond the second-stage sensitive and caring wimp ideal, all heart and no spine.
Heart and spine must be united in a single man, and then gone beyond in the fullest expression of love and
consciousness possible, which requires a deep relaxation into the infinite openness of this present moment.
And this takes a new kind of third-stage guts. This is the way of the superior man. Susan Faludi Susan Faludi ,
a noted feminist author, published Stiffed: The Betrayal of the American Man in In this book she claims that
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in the 20th century men suffered from the breakdown of patriarchal structures. Moore and Douglas Gillette
collaborated on a series of five books on male psychology and mythopoetic aspects of human development,
including King, Warrior, Magician, Lover, and a book exploring each of these four archetypes. Colonial
Discourse and the Reinvention of Patriarchy Spanning the century between Victorian Britain and the recent
struggle for power in South Africa, the book takes up the complex relationships between race, sexuality, and
more. Sacred Image of the Masculine and Castration and Male Rage, Monick correlates male sexuality and
spirituality, arguing that the " phallos " erect penis is something of an existential God-image for men. He also
presents his thesis that there is a difference between masculinity and patriarchy. The author also argues that
there is a deep need within men to participate in a fraternity with men and to have their maleness recognized
by other men, but that our society often does not take this into account. The author claims that what usually
results is that these needs become frustrated and manifest themselves in often anti-social behavior and
activities, such as hazing rituals. This film offers multiple definitions of the monolithic black feminist that is
often thought of in a singular aspect. Shelley Percy Bysshe Shelley, whose literary career was marked with
controversy due conflicting social agendas, is a figures of English romanticism following the Renaissance.
Justin Torres We the Animals highlights character psychology, familial structure, the learned behavior of
masculinity, and it encourages one to imagine a utopian space in which civil and human rights are not tied to a
compliance with heteronormative lifestyles. It was first introduced by the German psychoanalyst and critic of
Freudian theory, Karen Horney in her paper titled "The Dread of Woman. Die Angst vor dem Weiblichen,
Neumann regards "patriarchal normality as a form of fear of the feminine" p. Blazina considers that "the fear
of the feminine helps define what is masculine" He developed a question psychometric test, a gender role
conflict scale GRCS , to measure the extent to which a man is in conflict with traditional masculine role
values. This test is built upon the notion of the male fear of the feminine. When men experience vulnerable
feelings and other feelings that are associated with women, men can become frightened. According to Kierski ,
the fear of the feminine then acts in two ways: Male fear of the feminine as an internal monitor and as a
defense. Male fear of the feminine as an internal monitor. Male fear of the feminine as a psychological
defense. In addition, this research has identified four possible groups of experiences that lead to male fear of
the feminine, which relate to internal and external triggers. Experiencing vulnerability and uncertainty; women
who are strong and competent; women who are angry or aggressive; women who are like their mothers. Issues
of homophobia and gay bashing are of relevance to the study of masculine psychology. Every year, men such
as Matthew Shepard die as a result of gay bashing. The victims of gay bashing attacks are most often
homosexual males, or those who display what are commonly perceived as effeminate behaviors or
mannerisms which are, when seen in males, often associated with homosexuality. Self-identified heterosexual
males are usually the perpetrators of gay bashing attacks. The author says it is puzzling that we live in what he
considers a male-dominated society, and yet very little work has been done to understand the archetypal basis
of masculinity. He suggests that this may be due to a societal assumption of male superiority, founded on the
belief that one should not question that which is deemed to be right and superior.
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He; Understanding Masculine Psychology, deconstructs the myth of Parsifal's search for the Holy Grail, and applies it to
a man's search for meaning in modern society. The myth itself is worth knowing, if it has not already been consumed in
its original form, and this is a suitable vehicle to pin down its basics.
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He, by Robert A. JohnsonA fascinating discussion of the male maturation process, using the story of Parsifal and
Jungian concepts. The author relates the myth of the famous Arthurian knight to a masculine lifeline.
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Masculine Powers to Arouse Your Woman's Love & Desire Understanding Bergson, Understanding Modernism
(Understanding Philosophy, Understanding Modernism) Criminal Psychology: Understanding the Criminal Mind and Its
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He: Understanding Masculine Psychology by Johnson, Robert A. and a great selection of similar Used, New and
Collectible Books available now at www.nxgvision.com

Chapter 7 : He: Understanding Masculine Psychology by Johnson, Robert A. | eBay
HEâ€”for women who want to understand men, and for men, to better understand themselves. The myth of Parsifal and
his search for the Holy Grail is a timeless allegory that provides powerful insights into the complex nature of the male
psyche.
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