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The 20th Duke of Cambridge's Own Infantry (Brownlow's Punjabis) was a regiment of the British Indian Army. It was
raised in , as the 8th Regiment of Punjab Infantry. It was raised in , as the 8th Regiment of Punjab Infantry.

It was one of several battalions raised by Lawrence to suppress the Great Indian Mutiny of Brownlow, who
became their first commanding officer , remained associated with the regiment for more than half a century;
becoming their Honorary Colonel in He was made a Field Marshal in Soon after landing there, it took part in
the successful assault on Taku Forts on 21 August The regiment then advanced with the rest of the British
force, arriving at Peking Beijing in late September, which was captured on 6 October. In , the regiment was
brought into the line as the 24th Regiment of Bengal Native Infantry, replacing the previous 24th which had
mutinied in It was renumbered as the 20th Regiment later in the year. Oil painting by Walter Fane, During
the fierce fighting at Crag Picquet in October and November, the 20th Punjabis retook the position, which had
been captured by the tribesemen on 30 October. It then successfully defended the post from repeated attacks
by the tribal forces. It was the first of many such engagements against the hostile Pashtun tribes of the Afghan
frontier. In , the regiment, now designated as the 20th Punjab Regiment of Bengal Native Infantry, took part in
the Black Mountain Expedition , and in , it operated against the Jowaki Afridis. Ali Masjid, an imposing
fortress, was the first engagement of the war. After the capture of the fort, the Peshawar Field Force advanced
into Afghanistan and captured Jalalabad. In a surprise dawn attack on 13 September, the Egyptian forces at
Tel-el-Kebir were completely routed by the British. The 20th Punjabis fought on the left flank of the Indian
Brigade. In , during a general uprising of Pashtun tribes, the regiment operated as part of the Mohmand Field
Force. The regiment, under the command by Lieutenant-Colonel later Lieutenant-General JB Woon, fought in
a fierce engagement against a force of about 6, Mohmands at Shabkadr. In , the 20th Punjabis were sent to
China to suppress the Boxer Rebellion. On 6 November, the regiment landed near the fort of Fao , and then
advanced up the Shatt-al-Arab. On 11 November, the regiment was actively involved in repulsing a Turkish
attack near Sanniyeh. The regiment then took part in the successful attack on the Ottoman force at Saihan on
15 November, and Zain on 19 November. After the Turks retreated northwards, the regiment took part in the
capture of Basra, which was occupied on 23 November. In April , the regiment fought at the Battle of Shaiba,
where the Turkish attempt to retake Basra was foiled. The 20th Punjabis subsequently took part in the British
advance northwards, which led to the capture of Kut-al-Amara in September For the next two years, the
regiment remained engaged in a number of actions against the Turks including the Battle of Istabulat. After
spending a few months in Egypt, it was dispatched to Palestine in March and took over trenches north of Jaffa.
In May , it returned to India. Among these was the 14th Punjab Regiment, formed by grouping the 20th
Punjabis with the 19th , 21st , 22nd and 24th Punjabis , and the 40th Pathans. However, after heroically
resisting the enemy for 18 days, the outnumbered British garrison was forced to surrender on 25 December.
The battalion spent the rest of the war in Japanese captivity. It was re-raised in In , it fought in East Pakistan.
Coloured lithograph by Richard Simkin, c.
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history of the unit's record in the Great War in which it served in Mesopotamia, Egypt and Palestine.

The rule is also called Crown rule in India, or direct rule in India, the resulting political union was also called
the Indian Empire and after issued passports under that name. It lasted until , when the British Indian Empire
was partitioned into two sovereign states, the Dominion of India and the Dominion of Pakistan. The British
Raj extended over almost all present-day India, Pakistan and this area is very diverse, containing the
Himalayan mountains, fertile floodplains, the Indo-Gangetic Plain, a long coastline, tropical dry forests, arid
uplands, and the Thar desert. Burma was separated from India and directly administered by the British Crown
from until its independence in , among other countries in the region, Ceylon was ceded to Britain in under the
Treaty of Amiens. Ceylon was part of Madras Presidency between and , the kingdoms of Nepal and Bhutan,
having fought wars with the British, subsequently signed treaties with them and were recognised by the British
as independent states. In general, the term British India had been used to also to the regions under the rule of
the British East India Company in India from to The term has also used to refer to the British in India. The
passports issued by the British Indian government had the words Indian Empire on the cover, in addition, an
order of knighthood, the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, was set up in At the turn of the 20th
century, British India consisted of eight provinces that were administered either by a Governor or a
Lieutenant-Governor, during the partition of Bengal the new provinces of Assam and East Bengal were
created as a Lieutenant-Governorship. In , East Bengal was reunited with Bengal, and the new provinces in the
east became, Assam, Bengal, Bihar, there were princely states when India and Pakistan became independent
from Britain in August The princely states did not form a part of British India, the larger ones had treaties
with Britain that specified which rights the princes had, in the smaller ones the princes had few rights. Within
the princely states external affairs, defence and most communications were under British control, the British
also exercised a general influence over the states internal politics, in part through the granting or withholding
of recognition of individual rulers. Although there were nearly princely states, the majority were very small 2.
Indian Rebellion of â€” The Indian Rebellion of was a major, but ultimately unsuccessful, uprising in India in
â€”58 against British rule. For nearly years, that rule had been presided over by the British East India
Company, the rebellion began on 10 May in the form of a mutiny of sepoys of the Companys army in the
garrison town of Meerut,40 miles northeast of Delhi. It then erupted into other mutinies and civilian rebellions
chiefly in the upper Gangetic plain and central India, though incidents of revolt also occurred farther north and
east. The rebellion posed a threat to British power in that region. On 1 November , the British granted amnesty
to all rebels not involved in murder, though they did not declare the hostilities formally to have ended until 8
July Many Indians did rise against the British, however, very many also fought for the British, after the
outbreak of the mutiny in Meerut, the rebels very quickly reached Delhi, whose year-old Mughal ruler,
Bahadur Shah Zafar, they declared the Emperor of Hindustan. Soon, the rebels had captured large tracts of the
North-Western Provinces. The East India Companys response came rapidly as well, with help from
reinforcements, Kanpur was retaken by mid-July , and Delhi by the end of September. However, it took the
remainder of and the better part of for the rebellion to be suppressed in Jhansi, Lucknow. Other regions of
Company controlled Indiaâ€”Bengal province, the Bombay Presidency, in the Punjab, the Sikh princes
crucially helped the British by providing both soldiers and support. In some regions, most notably in Awadh,
the took on the attributes of a patriotic revolt against European presence. However, the rebel leaders
proclaimed no articles of faith that presaged a new political system, even so, the rebellion proved to be an
important watershed in Indian- and British Empire history. India was thereafter administered directly by the
British government in the new British Raj, on 1 November , Queen Victoria issued a proclamation to Indians,
which while lacking the authority of a constitutional provision, promised rights similar to those of other

Page 2

DOWNLOAD PDF HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE 20TH (DUKE OF
CAMBRIDGES OWN INFANTRY BROWNLOWS PUNJABIS 1909-1922
British subjects. In the following decades, when admission to these rights was not always forthcoming, the
victory was consolidated in at the Battle of Buxar, when the East India Company army defeated Mughal
Emperor Shah Alam II. After his defeat, the granted the Company the right to the collection of Revenue in the
provinces of Bengal, Bihar. The Company soon expanded its territories around its bases in Bombay and
Madras, later, the Anglo-Mysore Wars, in , the Vellore Mutiny was sparked by new uniform regulations that
created resentment amongst both Hindu and Muslim sepoys. After the turn of the 19th century,
Governor-General Wellesley began what became two decades of accelerated expansion of Company territories
and this was achieved either by subsidiary alliances between the Company and local rulers or by direct
military annexation 3. The Arrow War refers to the name of a vessel which became the point of the conflict.
The war followed on from the First Opium War, the failure of the treaty to satisfy British goals of improved
trade and diplomatic relations led to the Second Opium War. In China, the war is considered to be the
beginning of modern Chinese history, the s saw the rapid growth of Western imperialism. Some of the goals of
the western powers were the expansion of their overseas markets. The French Treaty of Huangpu and the
American Wangxia Treaty both contained clauses allowing renegotiation of the treaties after 12 years of being
in effect. In an effort to expand their privileges in China, Britain demanded the Qing authorities renegotiate the
Treaty of Nanking, citing their most favoured nation status. In October , Chinese marines in Canton seized a
ship called the Arrow on suspicion of piracy. The Arrow had previously used by pirates, captured by the
Chinese government. It was then registered as a British ship and still flew the British flag at the time of its
detainment and its captain, Thomas Kennedy, who was aboard a nearby vessel at the time, reported seeing
Chinese marines pull the British flag down from the ship. Ye released nine of the members, but refused to
release the last three. On 23 October the British destroyed four barrier forts, on 25 October a demand was
made for the British to be allowed to enter the city. Next day the British started to bombard the city, firing one
shot every 10 minutes, Ye Mingchen issued a bounty on every British head taken. On 29 October a hole was
blasted in the city walls and troops entered, with a flag of the United States of America being planted by
James Keenan on the walls, losses were 3 killed and 12 wounded. Negotiations failed and the city was
bombarded, on 6 November 23 war junks attacked and were destroyed. There were pauses for talks, with the
British bombarding at intervals, fires were caused, then on 5 January , the British government lost a
Parliamentary vote regarding the Arrow incident and what had taken place at Canton to the end of the year on
3 March Then there was an election in April which increased the government majority. In April, the
government asked the United States of America and Russia if they were interested in alliances, in May , the
Indian Mutiny became serious 4. The war ended after the British emerged victorious against the Afghan
rebels, most of the British and Indian soldiers withdrew from Afghanistan. That same summer, Russia sent a
diplomatic mission to Kabul. The Amir not only refused to receive a British mission under Neville Bowles
Chamberlain, a British force of about 50, fighting men, mostly Indians, was distributed into military columns
which penetrated Afghanistan at three different points. An alarmed Sher Ali attempted to appeal in person to
the Russian Tsar for assistance, but unable to do so, he returned to Mazar-i-Sharif, where he died on 21
February According to this agreement and in return for a subsidy and vague assurances of assistance in case
of foreign aggression. Ghazi Mohammad Jan Khan Wardak, and a force of 10, Afghans, staged an uprising,
despite besieging the British garrison there, he failed to maintain the Siege of Sherpur, instead shifting focus
to Roberts force, and this resulted in the collapse of this rebellion. Yaqub Khan, suspected of complicity in the
massacre of Cavagnari, Ayub Khan, who had been serving as governor of Herat, rose in revolt, defeated a
British detachment at the Battle of Maiwand in July and besieged Kandahar. Roberts then led the main British
force from Kabul and decisively defeated Ayub Khan on 1 September at the Battle of Kandahar, abandoning
the provocative policy of maintaining a British resident in Kabul, but having achieved all their other
objectives, the British withdrew. They also used a method involving urine, Pathan women urinated into
prisoners mouths. Captured British soldiers were out and fastened with restraints to the ground, then a stick.
Pathan women then squatted and urinated directly into the mouth of the man until he drowned in the urine,
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there were several decisive actions in the Second Angloâ€”Afghan War, from to Here are the battles and
actions in chronological order, an asterisk indicates a clasp was awarded for that particular battle with the
Afghanistan Medal. It ended a nationalist uprising against the Khedive Tewfik Pasha and vastly expanded
British influence over the country, in January the British and French governments sent a Joint Note to the
Egyptian government, declaring their recognition of the Khedives authority. On 20 May , British and French
warships arrived off the coast of Alexandria, on 11 June , an anti-Christian riot occurred in Alexandria that
killed 50 Europeans. May I also venture to say that it has given the Liberal Party a new lease of popularity,
first, they describe a plot by Edward Malet in which he portrayed the Egyptian government as unstable to his
superiors in the cabinet. The engineer troops had left England for Egypt in July and August , the engineers
included pontoon, railway and telegraph troops. Wolseley saw the campaign as a challenge as he did not
believe the Egyptians would put up much resistance. Seeking to ascertain the strength of the Egyptians Kafr El
Dawwar position and this action was reported by Orabi as a battle, and Cairo was full of the news that the
advancing British had been repulsed. While, most historians describe the action merely as a reconnaissance in
force which was never intended as an assault on the Egyptian lines. However, the end result was that the
British abandoned any hope they may have had of reaching Cairo from the north, Wolseley arrived at
Alexandria on 15 August and immediately began to organize the movement of troops through the Suez Canal
to Ismailia. This was quickly accomplished, Ismailia was occupied on 20 August without resistance, Ismailia
was quickly reinforced with 9, troops, with the engineers put to work repairing the railway line from Suez. A
small force was pushed along the Sweet Water Canal to the Kassassin lock arriving on 26 August, the main
body of the army started to move up to Kassassin and planning for the battle at Tell El Kebir was undertaken.
Skirmishing took place but did not interfere with the build up, on 12 September all was ready and during that
night the army marched to battle. Boxer Rebellion â€” The Boxer Rebellion, Boxer Uprising or Yihequan
Movement a violent anti-foreign and anti-Christian uprising that took place in China between and , towards
the end of the Qing dynasty. The uprising took place against a background of severe drought and the
disruption caused by the growth of foreign spheres of influence, Foreigners and Chinese Christians sought
refuge in the Legation Quarter. Diplomats, foreign civilians and soldiers as well as Chinese Christians in the
Legation Quarter were placed under siege by the Imperial Army of China, Chinese officialdom was split
between those supporting the Boxers and those favoring conciliation, led by Prince Qing. The supreme
commander of the Chinese forces, the Manchu General Ronglu, the Eight-Nation Alliance, after being initially
turned back, brought 20, armed troops to China, defeated the Imperial Army, and captured Beijing on August
14, lifting the siege of the Legations. Uncontrolled plunder of the capital and the surrounding countryside
ensued, along with the execution of those suspected of being Boxers. The Empress Dowager then sponsored a
set of institutional and fiscal changes in an attempt to save the dynasty by reforming it. The Righteous and
Harmonious Fists arose in the sections of the northern coastal province of Shandong long known for social
unrest, religious sects. American Christian missionaries were probably the first to refer to the well-trained,
athletic men as Boxers, because of the martial arts. Their primary practice was a type of possession which
involved the whirling of swords, violent prostrations. The opportunities to fight back Western encroachment
and colonization were especially attractive to unemployed village men, the tradition of possession and
invulnerability went back several hundred years but took on special meaning against the powerful new
weapons of the West. The Boxers, armed with rifles and swords, claimed supernatural invulnerability towards
blows of cannon, rifle shots, furthermore, the Boxer groups popularly claimed that millions of soldiers of
Heaven would descend to assist them in purifying China of foreign oppression. The Big Swords, emboldened
by this support, also attacked their local Catholic village rivals. The Big Swords responded by attacking
Catholic churches and burning them, the line between Christians and bandits, remarks one recent historian,
became increasingly indistinct. As a result of pressure in the capital, Yuxian executed several Big Sword
leaders. More martial secret societies started emerging after this, the early years saw a variety of village
activities, not a broad movement or a united purpose. Martial folk religious societies such as the Baguadao
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prepared the way for the Boxers, like the Red Boxing school or the Plum Flower Boxers, the Boxers of
Shandong were more concerned with traditional social and moral values, such as filial piety, than with foreign
influences. One leader, for instance, Zhu Hongdeng, started as a healer, specializing in skin ulcers. Zhu
claimed descent from Ming dynasty emperors, since his surname was the surname of the Ming imperial family
and he announced that his goal was to Revive the Qing and destroy the foreigners 7. More than 70 million
military personnel, including 60 million Europeans, were mobilised in one of the largest wars in history and it
was one of the deadliest conflicts in history, and paved the way for major political changes, including
revolutions in many of the nations involved. The war drew in all the worlds great powers, assembled in two
opposing alliances, the Allies versus the Central Powers of Germany and Austria-Hungary. These alliances
were reorganised and expanded as more nations entered the war, Italy, Japan, the trigger for the war was the
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria, heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary, by Yugoslav
nationalist Gavrilo Princip in Sarajevo on 28 June This set off a crisis when Austria-Hungary delivered an
ultimatum to the Kingdom of Serbia. Within weeks, the powers were at war and the conflict soon spread
around the world. On 25 July Russia began mobilisation and on 28 July, the Austro-Hungarians declared war
on Serbia, Germany presented an ultimatum to Russia to demobilise, and when this was refused, declared war
on Russia on 1 August. Germany then invaded neutral Belgium and Luxembourg before moving towards
France, after the German march on Paris was halted, what became known as the Western Front settled into a
battle of attrition, with a trench line that changed little until In , Italy joined the Allies and Bulgaria joined the
Central Powers, Romania joined the Allies in , after a stunning German offensive along the Western Front in
the spring of , the Allies rallied and drove back the Germans in a series of successful offensives. By the end of
the war or soon after, the German Empire, Russian Empire, Austro-Hungarian Empire, national borders were
redrawn, with several independent nations restored or created, and Germanys colonies were parceled out
among the victors. During the Paris Peace Conference of , the Big Four imposed their terms in a series of
treaties, the League of Nations was formed with the aim of preventing any repetition of such a conflict. This
effort failed, and economic depression, renewed nationalism, weakened successor states, and feelings of
humiliation eventually contributed to World War II.
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It was one of several battalions raised by Lawrence to suppress the Great Indian Mutiny of Brownlow, who
became their first commanding officer , remained associated with the regiment for more than half a century;
becoming their Honorary Colonel in He was made a Field Marshal in Soon after landing there, it took part in
the successful assault on Taku Forts on 21 August The regiment then advanced with the rest of the British
force, arriving at Peking Beijing in late September, which was captured on 6 October. In , the regiment was
brought into the line as the 24th Regiment of Bengal Native Infantry, replacing the previous 24th which had
mutinied in It was renumbered as the 20th Regiment later in the year. Oil painting by Walter Fane, During
the fierce fighting at Crag Picquet in October and November, the 20th Punjabis retook the position, which had
been captured by the tribesemen on 30 October. It then successfully defended the post from repeated attacks
by the tribal forces. It was the first of many such engagements against the hostile Pashtun tribes of the Afghan
frontier. In , the regiment, now designated as the 20th Punjab Regiment of Bengal Native Infantry, took part in
the Black Mountain Expedition , and in , it operated against the Jowaki Afridis. Ali Masjid, an imposing
fortress, was the first engagement of the war. After the capture of the fort, the Peshawar Field Force advanced
into Afghanistan and captured Jalalabad. In a surprise dawn attack on 13 September, the Egyptian forces at
Tel-el-Kebir were completely routed by the British. The 20th Punjabis fought on the left flank of the Indian
Brigade. In , during a general uprising of Pashtun tribes, the regiment operated as part of the Mohmand Field
Force. The regiment, under the command by Lieutenant-Colonel later Lieutenant-General JB Woon, fought in
a fierce engagement against a force of about 6, Mohmands at Shabkadr. In , the 20th Punjabis were sent to
China to suppress the Boxer Rebellion. On 6 November, the regiment landed near the fort of Fao , and then
advanced up the Shatt-al-Arab. On 11 November, the regiment was actively involved in repulsing a Turkish
attack near Sanniyeh. The regiment then took part in the successful attack on the Ottoman force at Saihan on
15 November, and Zain on 19 November. After the Turks retreated northwards, the regiment took part in the
capture of Basra , which was occupied on 23 November. In April , the regiment fought at the Battle of Shaiba ,
where the Turkish attempt to retake Basra was foiled. The 20th Punjabis subsequently took part in the British
advance northwards, which led to the capture of Kut-al-Amara in September For the next two years, the
regiment remained engaged in a number of actions against the Turks including the Battle of Istabulat. After
spending a few months in Egypt, it was dispatched to Palestine in March and took over trenches north of Jaffa.
In May , it returned to India. Among these was the 14th Punjab Regiment, formed by grouping the 20th
Punjabis with the 19th , 21st , 22nd and 24th Punjabis , and the 40th Pathans. However, after heroically
resisting the enemy for 18 days, the outnumbered British garrison was forced to surrender on 25 December.
The battalion spent the rest of the war in Japanese captivity. It was re-raised in In , it fought in East Pakistan.
Coloured lithograph by Richard Simkin, c.
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It was raised in , as the 8th Regiment of Punjab Infantry. It was one of several battalions raised by Lawrence to
suppress the Great Indian Mutiny of Brownlow, who became their first commanding officer , remained
associated with the regiment for more than half a century; becoming their Honorary Colonel in He was made
a Field Marshal in Soon after landing there, it took part in the successful assault on Taku Forts on 21 August
The regiment then advanced with the rest of the British force, arriving at Peking Beijing in late September,
which was captured on 6 October. In , the regiment was brought into the line as the 24th Regiment of Bengal
Native Infantry, replacing the previous 24th which had mutinied in It was renumbered as the 20th Regiment
later in the year. Oil painting by Walter Fane, During the fierce fighting at Crag Picquet in October and
November, the 20th Punjabis retook the position, which had been captured by the tribesemen on 30 October. It
then successfully defended the post from repeated attacks by the tribal forces. It was the first of many such
engagements against the hostile Pashtun tribes of the Afghan frontier. In , the regiment, now designated as the
20th Punjab Regiment of Bengal Native Infantry, took part in the Black Mountain Expedition , and in , it
operated against the Jowaki Afridis. Ali Masjid, an imposing fortress, was the first engagement of the war.
After the capture of the fort, the Peshawar Field Force advanced into Afghanistan and captured Jalalabad. In a
surprise dawn attack on 13 September, the Egyptian forces at Tel-el-Kebir were completely routed by the
British. The 20th Punjabis fought on the left flank of the Indian Brigade. In , during a general uprising of
Pashtun tribes, the regiment operated as part of the Mohmand Field Force. The regiment, under the command
by Lieutenant-Colonel later Lieutenant-General JB Woon, fought in a fierce engagement against a force of
about 6, Mohmands at Shabkadr. In , the 20th Punjabis were sent to China to suppress the Boxer Rebellion.
On 6 November, the regiment landed near the fort of Fao , and then advanced up the Shatt-al-Arab. On 11
November, the regiment was actively involved in repulsing a Turkish attack near Sanniyeh. The regiment then
took part in the successful attack on the Ottoman force at Saihan on 15 November, and Zain on 19 November.
After the Turks retreated northwards, the regiment took part in the capture of Basra , which was occupied on
23 November. In April , the regiment fought at the Battle of Shaiba , where the Turkish attempt to retake
Basra was foiled. The 20th Punjabis subsequently took part in the British advance northwards, which led to
the capture of Kut-al-Amara in September For the next two years, the regiment remained engaged in a
number of actions against the Turks including the Battle of Istabulat. After spending a few months in Egypt, it
was dispatched to Palestine in March and took over trenches north of Jaffa. In May , it returned to India.
Among these was the 14th Punjab Regiment, formed by grouping the 20th Punjabis with the 19th , 21st , 22nd
and 24th Punjabis , and the 40th Pathans. However, after heroically resisting the enemy for 18 days, the
outnumbered British garrison was forced to surrender on 25 December. The battalion spent the rest of the war
in Japanese captivity. It was re-raised in In , it fought in East Pakistan. Coloured lithograph by Richard
Simkin, c.
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