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Growing up in his native country of Ghana, West Africa, Kingsley Fletcher gained a unique understanding of what it
means to live and rule in a kingdom.

In Christianity Christianity defines heaven as being in the presence of God with places prepared for the
faithful by Jesus and is viewed as eternal bliss beyond that which can currently be known. Those who are
allowed into heaven are given new bodies that do not decay and death will be gone. Marriage is not a part of
heaven. The conditions to enter heaven in Christianity, are defined by Jesus in the Gospel where he commands
everyone to follow his laws and commandments to enter heaven and escape hell. Although some, like Plato,
imagine heaven to be a disembodied state where naked minds contemplate the eternal, unchanging ideas, in
the Bible this is not so. According to Paul, the whole person survives. Even the body is raised again, so that, if
it is no longer flesh and blood 1 Corinthians And this God is a Father, in whose house John The Essence of
Heaven Though there is much conjecture about what Heaven is like, its central core is that we will be with
Jesus Himself. He has entered back into the presence of the Father and has conveyed to us that the redeemed
of the Lord will likewise be with Him where He is. Paradise may be to Heaven as the foyer may be to the
inner room of a great Mansion. Without a doubt, Jesus responded to the penitent thief on the cross who turning
to Him and said: With regard to what Heaven actually looks like, little information is given, but certain is that
the reality of heaven is beyond earthly comprehension, as we can deduce from St. Pope Pius XI put it in the
following manner: All the signs in the liturgical celebrations are related to Christ: They truly signify Christ,
who is glorified in them. So too are the angels, who also are recapitulated in Christ. What faith confesses, the
sacraments communicate: They are made capable of doing so by the grace of Christ and the gifts of his Spirit,
which they receive through the sacraments and through prayer. The soul rests perfectly in God, and does not,
or cannot desire anything else than God. After the Last Judgment, when the soul is reunited with its body, the
body participates in the happiness of the soul. It becomes incorruptible, glorious and perfect. Any physical
defects the body may have laboured under are erased. Heaven is also equated with paradise in some cases.
Faith in Heaven Faith makes us taste in advance the light of the beatific vision, the goal of our journey here
below. So faith is already the beginning of eternal life: Basil De Spiritu Sancto 15, PG 32, ; cf. Since the
Passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, these souls have seen and do see the divine essence with an
intuitive vision, and even face to face, without the mediation of any creature. The life of the blessed consists in
the full and perfect possession of the fruits of the redemption accomplished by Christ. He makes partners in
his heavenly glorification those who have believed in him and remained faithful to his will. Heaven is the
blessed community of all who are perfectly incorporated into Christ. This mystery of blessed communion with
God and all who are in Christ is beyond all understanding and description. Scripture speaks of it in images:
Now I know in part: We know, that, when he shall appear, we shall be like to him: And they shall see his face:
Thus in a few words is expressed the happiness of the blessed in heaven; they shall see God, from which
vision proceed love, joy, and everlasting praises of the divine Majesty. For one thing, there will be
governmental ministries. I will make thee ruler over many things: Perhaps new songs are to be written and
sung Revelation 5: So while there is to be on the part of the redeemed a continuous worship in heaven, it
seems to be in the sense that all activities engaged in will be for the sole glory of God and will therefore
partake of the nature of worship. Evidently, there will be no such thing as marriage in heaven. This does not
mean that a husband and wife will no longer know each other in heaven. This also does not mean that a
husband and wife could not still have a close relationship in heaven. What it does seem to indicate, though, is
that a husband and wife will no longer be married in heaven. Most likely, there will be no marriage in heaven
simply because there will be no need for it. Instead, we will be married to Christ, and we will belong to Him
forever Romans 7: When God established marriage, He did so to fill certain needs. First, He saw that Adam
was in need of a companion. In heaven, however, there will be no loneliness, nor will there be any need for
helpers. We will be surrounded by multitudes of believers and angels Revelation 7: Second, God created
marriage as a means of procreation and the filling of the earth with human beings. Heaven, however, will not
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be populated by procreation. Those who go to heaven will get there by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; they will
not be created there by means of reproduction. Therefore, there is no purpose for marriage in heaven since
there is no procreation or loneliness. What is Heaven Like? Heaven is a real place described in the Bible.
Scripture refers to three heavens. If a third heaven exists, there must also be two other heavens. The third
heaven, the location of which is not revealed, is the dwelling place of God. Jesus promised to prepare a place
for true Christians in heaven John Whoever believes in Christ shall never perish but have eternal life John 3:
The apostle John was privileged to see and report on the heavenly city Revelation Because heaven has no
night and the Lord Himself is the light, the sun and moon are no longer needed Revelation The city is filled
with the brilliance of costly stones and crystal clear jasper. Heaven has twelve gates Revelation The paradise
of the Garden of Eden is restored: However eloquent John was in his description of heaven, the reality of
heaven is beyond the ability of finite man to describe 1 Corinthians 2: There will be no more separation,
because death will be conquered Revelation The best thing about heaven is the presence of our Lord and
Savior 1 John 3: We will be face to face with the Lamb of God who loved us and sacrificed Himself so that we
can enjoy His presence in heaven for eternity. Heaven after Purgatory, straight to Heaven, or Hell. It is a
common Catholic belief that St. Michael the Archangel carries the soul to Heaven. Peter, the first Pope, the
keys to Heaven. Catholics see the mass as heaven on earth. In Christianity, belief in Jesus and proper works
are always considered necessary and go hand in hand. Sins of earth must first be cleansed through Purgatory
before one can enter heaven 1 Corinthians 3: This is valid for venial sin only, as mortal sins can be forgiven
only through the act of reconciliation and repentance while on earth. Jesus tells people over and over in the
gospel that only those who believe in him will be saved. Thus, the non believers are excluded from heaven
until they receive the Christian faith John This commandment summarizes all the others and expresses his
entire will. As Heaven is a place where only the pure are permitted, no person who dies in a state of sin can
enter Heaven. Chastity is a moral virtue, it is a shortcut into Heaven Matthew It is also a gift from God, a
grace, a fruit of spiritual effort: The Holy Spirit enables one whom the water of Baptism has regenerated to
imitate the purity of Christ Cf. Purity of heart is the precondition of the vision of God. If one were baptized
validly and then died, one would go directly to heaven in the Catholic belief, the sacrament of baptism
dissolves the eternal and temporal punishment of all sins. In Purgatory, a soul pays off all temporal
punishment one deserved for the sins he committed in life. This does not always happen though. If one
receives the Sacrament of Confession validly, as well as gains a plenary indulgence, and dies, one would
directly go to heaven. There are many ways to get an indulgence, in various Papal decrees or publications. Of
course, one must remain free from all sin, mortal and venial, while doing all these things. Existence of Heaven
There is a heaven, i. The existence of heaven is, of course, denied by atheists, materialists, and pantheists of all
centuries as well as by those rationalists who teach that the soul perishes with the body â€” in short, by all who
deny the existence of God or the immortality of the soul. But, for the rest, if we abstract from the specific
quality and the supernatural character of heaven, the doctrine has never met with any opposition worthy of
note. Even mere reason can prove the existence of heaven or of the happy state of the just in the next life. We
shall give a brief outline of the principal arguments.
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A Passion For The Kingdom (Have You Seen The Rabbit) Contributed by J Jeffrey Smead on Nov 1, (message
contributor) based on ratings (rate this sermon).

I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in
his kingdom. The next chapter continues: So how did they see this? When John sees Jesus in heaven he is
enthroned, and seen in his glory revealed. Luke says the appearance of His face was altered, and His robe
became white and glistening. His glory showed through his human nature, even his clothes. This too is called
a holy mountain by Peter. The presence of Moses and Elijah are associated with the kingdom, they were
expected by the Jewish people to return at the end of the age with the Messiah. This is why Peter wanted to
build them tabernacles. He thought the kingdom had arrived with their being present and seeing Jesus
glorified. The three closest disciples were given a preview of what it would be like in the kingdom, this is how
Peter describes it in 2 Pt. For he received from God the Father honor and glory, when there came such a voice
to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And we heard this voice
which came from heaven when we were with him on the Holy mountain. Jesus needs to return to establish the
kingdom on earth permanently. This encompasses His physical return with angels and glory that will be seen
by all. No doubt John had this event in mind along with witnessing his whole life. Articles can be reproduced
in portions for ones personal use. Any other use is to have the permission of Let Us Reason Ministries first.
We love hearing the testimonies and praise reports. We are here to help those who have questions on Bible
doctrine, new teachings and movements. Unfortunately we cannot answer every email. Our time is valuable
just as yours is, please keep in mind, we only have time to answer sincere inquiries from those who need help.
For those who have another point of view, we will answer emails that want to engage in authentic dialogue,
not in arguments. We will use discretion in answering any letters.
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Unfortunately, in reading Jesus' statement that "the kingdom of God is within you," many have mistakenly limited the
Kingdom of God to a philosophical perspective or a way of thinking. In reality, the coming Kingdom of God is far more
than what is in the hearts and minds of Jesus' followers.

I hear a voice familiar calling me now and then. Awakened and look to see, who is there speaking. His voice is
soft but stern, His image beautiful! Suffer smite and endure great pain, caressed by His loving hand. Hate
myself, with great regret, think of what I did. Deeply corrupted, no humanity, now I see the truth. With a new
start, pursue a real life, fulfill my duty. For status, compete with God, I am ignoble. God is still God, man is
just manâ€”I am so ignorant. Too foolish and too proud to know my true self. I was shameless and
embarrassed; my heart fills with regret. I hate myself, unaware of for what I should live. Devil trampled me so
many years, contemptible I became. Poisoned by the evil one, humanity is lost. If not changed and not reborn,
I have no true life. II Corrupt disposition bothers me, my service still in vain. Ignorant of God, full of notions;
how could I not resist? God judges me, for my rebellion, unrighteousness. I have seen the true love of
chastisement and judgment. Living in light, I know God and have seen His loveliness.
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Chapter 4 : Have You Seen the New Vinylmation WonderGround Gallery Kingdom of Cute Blind Box Serie
Hospitaller: I put no stock in www.nxgvision.com the word religion I have seen the lunacy of fanatics of every
denomination be called the will of God. Holiness is in right action and courage on behalf of those who cannot defend
themselves, and goodness.

You are not what you were born, but what you have it in yourself to be. I once fought two days with an arrow
through my testicle. Whoever dies here today, you will certainly be among them. Take a high guard, like this.
If you have come to kill me, even these days, it is not easy. A kingdom of conscience Be without fear in the
face of your enemies. Be brave and upright, that God may love thee. Speak the truth always, even if it leads to
your death. Safeguard the helpless and do no wrong; that is your oath. Rise a knight, and Baron of Ibelin.
Jerusalem is easy to find, go to where the men speak Italian, then continue until they speak something else.
Balian of Ibelin[ edit ] What man is a man who does not make the world better? From the Latin Inscription:
Nemo vir est qui mundum non reddat meliorem A queen never walks. And yet you are walking. How can you
be in hell, when you are in my heart? If we do not burn these bodies, we will all be dead of disease in three
days. God will understand, my lord. And we need not worry. When a single horseman is seen in the distance
on top of a hill. Is this why you came to the Holy Land? To a Teutonic knight trying to kill him as they
prepare to fight one another. When this wall comes down, there will be no quarter. If you throw down your
arms, your families will die. We can break this army here! So I say let them come! Rallying the defenders of
Jerusalem for what is likely their last stand. If this is the Kingdom of Heaven, let God do with it as he will.
Hospitaller[ edit ] If the ribs are broken, the marrow will enter the blood and you will develop fever and die or
a cyst will form and you will live. You sail now for Jerusalem as your father wished. Now the voyage is
perilous. I put no stock in religion. By the word religion I have seen the lunacy of fanatics of every
denomination be called the will of God. Holiness is in right action, and courage on behalf of those who cannot
defend themselves. King Baldwin IV[ edit ] Come forward. He was one of my greatest teachers. He was there
when, playing with the other boys, my arm was cut. He wept when he gave my father the news, that I am a
leper. As wretched as I am, these Arabs believe that the chastisement that awaits me in hell is far more severe
and lasting. The whole world is in chess. Any move can be the death of you. When I was sixteen I won a great
victory. I felt in that moment that I should live to be one hundred, now I know I shall not see thirty. None of us
know our end really, or what hand will guide us there. A King may move a man, a father may claim a son.
That man can also move himself. And only then does that man truly begin his own game. Remember that
howsoever you are played, or by whom, your soul is in your keeping alone. Even though those who presume
to play you be kings or men of power. When you stand before God, you cannot say "but I was told by others to
do thus" or that "virtue was not convenient at the time. And you, Reynald, will give me the kiss of peace.
Remember me as I was. Others[ edit ] Reynald: Someone has to be. He was my friend. Jerusalem is dead
Tiberias. No kingdom is worth my son alive in hell. I shall go to hell instead. Will you have one made for
him? How did my boy deserve it? Your quality will be known among your enemies before ever you meet
them. Dialogue[ edit ] Godfrey of Ibelin: God has made us man. We must suffer all. I also have lost. Some say
Jerusalem is the very center of the world for asking forgiveness. For myself, I call it here. I knew your
namesake. I knew your mother. To be courteous, I should say that it was against her objections. But I did not
force her. I have forgiveness to ask of you. I am Godfrey, the Baron of Ibelin. I have one hundred men at arms
in Jerusalem. If you come with me, you will have a living Whoever you are, my lord What made it your place
is now dead. You will never see me again. If you want anything of me, take it now. I am sorry for your
troubles. What could a king ask of a man like me? A better world than has ever been seen. There, you are not
what you are born but what you have it in yourself to be. A kingdom of conscience, of peace instead of war,
love instead of hate. That is what lies in the end of a crusade. A kingdom of heaven. If I had fought you when
you were still capable of making bastards I knew your mother when she was making hers. Muslims [Looks at
Balian] Saracens. And they are allowed their prayers? If they pay the tax. Praise be to God. It is proper to
praise Him. Sounds like our prayers. Why would it be his horse? Because it is on his land. I took this horse
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from the sea. I have no desire to fight.
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Have I not called you by name to walk in My Grace and power to demonstrate My Spirit and power so others will not
depend on the wisdom of man, but upon the Power of God? Have you not seen, have you not heard, that the everlasting
LORD, the Maker of Heaven and earth does not grow weary nor become faint?

Jesus is telling us exactly who may enter the Kingdom of Heaven, and by implication, who shall not enter.
Jesus is the King of the Kingdom of God. Satan is so powerful that only the power of God can defeat him in
any battle. Paul speaking to the Ephesians about what was going on with them before they repented wrote:
Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Confessing Christ as Lord is a good start, but it means nothing if
done out of a faithless heart. What is that but yet another form of pride? Complaining against God is the
opposite of being thankful, and it is done by people who have forgotten, or indeed never realised, that God is a
rewarder of those who diligently seek him. Anything we do without faith does not please God. Thanksgiving
is actually a form of prayer. This is because the person who is thankful and grateful to God has developed a
picture of God as a good and generous Provider. When we are moving out in faith, it is because we are
confident that God has provided and will provide all that we need. We can give out because God will give
back to us through others Luke 6: We can love others because we believe that God has already met all our
needs. To reject sexual purity is to reject God. As sinners we can be forgiven, but only when we confess and
forsake the sin. Once a person starts to justify their sin, saying that God made them sexually immoral or
whatever, they are far gone. Its not possible to justify sin and forsake it at the same time. It must be forsaken
in thought, word and deed. Because sexual experiences usually involve a lot of pleasure, even if they are
perverted sexual experiences, left to ourselves we would tend to go after these things and ultimately become
enslaved to them, to one degree or another. We are called to be slaves to God, not to uncleanness. We cannot
remain in slavery to uncleanness and remain in the true household of faith, no matter WHERE we go to
church. Therefore, it is vital for us to be cleansed by the Word of God, by the blood of Jesus, and thoroughly
sanctified by the Spirit of God. If we will truly go after union with God through these things, and obedience to
the truth, we will be spiritually satisfied and not irresistably drawn to the lusts of the flesh or the eye. The
Bible is full of promises to the effect that God will sanctify and cleanse us. There are more promises on this
subject I believe than there are concerning any other thing. So why do we hear so little preaching and teaching
on it? I want to repeat it again. If we wish to enter the Kingdom of God, we must do the will of God. And
doing the will of God is not just something that we do outwardly, while our hearts are full of enmity towards
God. To do the will of God we must do it from the heart. It involves a complete transformation of the inner
life. The above quoted Scripture, in Matthew 7: If this is indeed the case, if it is the teaching of Jesus
especially in Matthew that shows us what the will of God is, and many great Christians such as John Wesley
and others believes and preached this, then we should pay special attention to this passage of Scripture and
indeed to all others in the four gospels where Jesus tells us what God wants. If only to a handful of people
back then, why then did Jesus say: Then actually do it. You will be rewarded both in this life and the next.
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Many people have heard the term "Kingdom of God," but few really understand what it is. Throughout the entire Bible,
this was the central message! John the Baptist preached the Kingdom of God, Jesus preached it, and the apostles
preached it.

Jesus at once answers these questions; the answer being, as it frequently is, to the unexpressed thought comp.
These miracles--in what relation did they stand to it? This Teacher--what message from God had He about it?
Verily, verily, I say unto thee. The words are in the decisive tone of authority and certainty. Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Chrysostom notes the two currents of interpretation in his day;
and in our own day the opinions of scholars, whether we count them or weigh them, may be equally claimed
for either view. There can be no doubt that the Greek word?????? It is equally certain that St. John elsewhere
uses it in the local sense "from above" only John 3: The dialogue was between One who was called and one
who really was a Rabbi. The word actually used almost certainly conveyed but one sense, and it is this sense
which the Syriac version, coming to us from the second century, and closely connected with the Palestinian
dialect of the first century, has preserved. This version reads "from the beginning," "afresh," "anew. John
wishes to express for his Greek readers, and the word used by him exactly does express it. That the Greek
word has another meaning also, which expresses the same thought from another point of view, may have
determined its choice. On "the kingdom of God," which is of frequent occurrence in the earlier Gospels, but in
St. John is found only here and in John 3: Note on Matthew 3: To "see" the kingdom is, in New Testament
usage, equivalent to "enter into the kingdom," John 3: The condition of the spiritual vision which can see this
kingdom is spiritual life, and this life is dependent on being born anew. The common rendering makes Him
use the same word, in the same verse, of the third person in the Trinity, and of a natural phenomenon. Pulpit
Commentary Verses The revelation of earthly and heavenly things to one who knew that God was with him.
New birth of the Spirit. How may we enter upon its further proofs? Others Baumlein have supposed
Nicodemus to have said, "Does the baptism of John suffice for admission into the kingdom? At the same time,
it may be proved that the rabbis regarded proselytism as a "new birth," and one produced or brought about by
circumcision and baptism Wunsche, l. Others, again, have put further words into the reply of Jesus, such as,
"The kingdom of God is not in the miracles which I am working; it is in a state of things which can only be
appreciated by a radical spiritual change" Lucke. Nicodemus was thinking of the kingdom of God evinced by
miraculous signs; and Jesus points him to the inner reality rather than to the outer manifestation. Godet sees
the Pharisaic position in the question of Nicodemus, "Art thou the Messiah? All these views embrace a large
amount of possible conjectural truth; but they ignore the play upon the words of Nicodemus, which the answer
of Jesus involves, showing that a sharp, clean retort followed the speech of the former. To the "we know" of
Nicodemus, comes the "I say unto thee" of Jesus. To the general sentiment of Nicodemus Christ gives a
personal application. In place of speculation concerning his own relation to God and to the kingdom, Christ
searches in the heart of his questioner for spiritual susceptibility. Over against the general proposition about
God being with the Worker of these signs Christ sets the practical truth and Divine possibility of any man
seeing the kingdom of God. To the suspicion of Jesus being the Messenger and Minister of God, he opposes
the supposition of being born from heaven, or anew. Moreover, John uses the idea of birth from God, or by his
will supervening on the life of man, and the consequent conference upon it of a new beginning John 1: The
great point on which our Lord insists is the Divine spiritual origin of the life of which he has so much to say.
The Revised Version has placed it in the margin. If the expression had had no ambiguity about it, and merely
conveyed the idea of a heavenly birth, his mistake would have been greater than it was. The Jewish rabbi
ought to have been familiar with the idea of the "new heart" and "right spirit," and the marvellous and mighty
change wrought in men by the Holy Spirit; but the spiritual idea had been overlaid by rabbinic ritualism, and
all the hopeless entanglements of ceremonial purity which had been reacts to do duty for spiritual conformity
with the Divine will. Archdeacon Watkins reminds us that the Syriac Version here gives the rendering "from
the beginning," or "anew," and lays great stress on this solution of the ambiguity in the Greek word. The
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statement of Christ is very remarkable. A man must be born anew, must undergo a radical change, even to see
the kingdom of God cf. The true kingdom is not a Divine government of outward, visible magnificence,
sustained by miraculous aid - a physical sovereignty which shall rival and eclipse the majesty of Caesar. When
the kingdom shall come in its genuine power, the carnal eye will not discover its presence. The man born anew
will alone be able to appreciate it. The Jews boasted that they were born of God John 8: There in public
discourse he called upon all men everywhere to "repent," to undergo a radical change of mind, and that
because the kingdom of heaven was at hand. Neither repentance nor regeneration commended itself to the
rabbinic mind as a necessity for one who was exalted by privilege and ennobled by obedience. The phrase,
"kingdom of God," is not a mode of representing truth to which this Gospel calls frequent attention. Still our
Lord to Pilate John In Matthew the whole of the mission of Christ among men is repeatedly portrayed as "the
kingdom of heaven. This great utterance is a key to much of the history of the Church, and an explanation of
its numberless mistakes. Moreover, it supplies an invaluable hint of the true nature of the kingdom of God.
Aim, O soul, at the bodiless essence of the spirit world as thy inheritance. The two classes of ideas are
fundamentally distinct. Philo contrasts the sensuous and the intellectual; Christ is contrasting nature and grace.
Matthew Henry Commentary 3: When religion is out of fashion, there are many Nicodemites. But though he
came by night, Jesus bid him welcome, and hereby taught us to encourage good beginnings, although weak.
And though now he came by night, yet afterward he owned Christ publicly. He did not talk with Christ about
state affairs, though he was a ruler, but about the concerns of his own soul and its salvation, and went at once
to them. Our Saviour spoke of the necessity and nature of regeneration or the new birth, and at once directed
Nicodemus to the source of holiness of the heart. Birth is the beginning of life; to be born again, is to begin to
live anew, as those who have lived much amiss, or to little purpose. We must have a new nature, new
principles, new affections, new aims. By our first birth we were corrupt, shapen in sin; therefore we must be
made new creatures. No stronger expression could have been chosen to signify a great and most remarkable
change of state and character. We must be entirely different from what we were before, as that which begins to
be at any time, is not, and cannot be the same with that which was before. This new birth is from heaven, ch. It
is a great change made in the heart of a sinner, by the power of the Holy Spirit. It means that something is
done in us, and for us, which we cannot do for ourselves. Something is wrong, whereby such a life begins as
shall last for ever. We cannot otherwise expect any benefit by Christ; it is necessary to our happiness here and
hereafter. What Christ speak, Nicodemus misunderstood, as if there had been no other way of regenerating and
new-moulding an immortal soul, than by new-framing the body. But he acknowledged his ignorance, which
shows a desire to be better informed. It is then further explained by the Lord Jesus. He shows the Author of
this blessed change. It is not wrought by any wisdom or power of our own, but by the power of the blessed
Spirit. We are shapen in iniquity, which makes it necessary that our nature be changed. We are not to marvel
at this; for, when we consider the holiness of God, the depravity of our nature, and the happiness set before us,
we shall not think it strange that so much stress is laid upon this. The regenerating work of the Holy Spirit is
compared to water. It is also probable that Christ had reference to the ordinance of baptism. Not that all those,
and those only, that are baptized, are saved; but without that new birth which is wrought by the Spirit, and
signified by baptism, none shall be subjects of the kingdom of heaven. The same word signifies both the wind
and the Spirit. The wind bloweth where it listeth for us; God directs it. The Spirit sends his influences where,
and when, on whom, and in what measure and degree, he pleases. Though the causes are hidden, the effects
are plain, when the soul is brought to mourn for sin, and to breathe after Christ. Thus the things of the Spirit of
God are foolishness to the natural man. Many think that cannot be proved, which they cannot believe. Jesus
Christ is every way able to reveal the will of God to us; for he came down from heaven, and yet is in heaven.
The knowledge of this must be from above, and can be received by faith alone. Jesus Christ came to save us
by healing us, as the children of Israel, stung with fiery serpents, were cured and lived by looking up to the
brazen serpent, Nu In this observe the deadly and destructive nature of sin. Ask awakened consciences, ask
damned sinners, they will tell you, that how charming soever the allurements of sin may be, at the last it bites
like a serpent. See the powerful remedy against this fatal malady. Christ is plainly set forth to us in the gospel.
He whom we offended is our Peace, and the way of applying for a cure is by believing. If any so far slight
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either their disease by sin, or the method of cure by Christ, as not to receive Christ upon his own terms, their
ruin is upon their own heads.
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Matthew See All states, "Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see
the Son of man coming in his kingdom." Parallel passages are found in Mark And he said unto them, Verily I say unto
you, That there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they.

Does it contradict itself? The key is found in what immediately follows each of these verses. Jesus "was
transfigured before them: This matches the glorified appearance of Christ in Revelation 1: And he laid his
right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: Of Moses and Elijah, the Bible says
that they "appeared in glory" Luke 9: They did not just appear in a natural way but "in glory. When the
disciples awoke, they looked at Christ and "saw his glory" Luke 9: This is a very powerful statement. They
saw the glorified Christ. They saw Him as King of Kings. A cloud overshadowed them and the Father said,
"This is my beloved Son: This too points to the presence and glory of God in fullness and power. Jesus told
them not to tell of the vision until He had risen from the dead Matthew Ths vision was not for the time that
Jesus walked on the earth before His crucifixion. It was a glimpse of His coming kingdom. Peter, James, and
John received a vision of the future kingdom and glory of Christ. They saw Him coming in His kingdom. It
was to this event that Peter referred when he said, "For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when
we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his
majesty. For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the
excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came from heaven
we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. These three men were eyewitnesses of the majesty of
"the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. What a glorious testimony they give!
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The verse ought to come, as in St. Luke, in immediate connection with the foregoing discourse. The present
arrangement may have been made with a view of connecting it with the Transfiguration, as that which was the
fulfilment of the promise; but if so, it was based on what is at least a doubtful interpretation. See Note on
Matthew The form of the words in St. Mark agrees with St. Pulpit Commentary Verse 1. The question,
therefore, is whether or how far the Transfiguration is to be regarded as a fulfillment of these words. One thing
seems plain, that the Transfiguration, if a fulfillment at all, was not an exhaustive fulfillment of the words. The
solemnity of their introduction forbids us to limit them to an event which would happen within eight days of
their utterance. But there was an event impending, namely, the destruction of Jerusalem, involving the
overthrow of the Jewish polity, which, coming as it did within forty or fifty years of the time when our Lord
uttered these words, might reasonably have been expected to take place within the lifetime of some of those
then standing there. And that great catastrophe was frequently alluded to by our Lord as a type and earnest of
the great judgment at the end of the world. What relation, then, did the Transfiguration hold to these two
events and to the prediction contained in this verse? It was surely a prelude and pledge of what should be
hereafter, specially designed to brace and strengthen the apostles for the sight of the sufferings of their Master,
and to animate them to endure the toil and the trials of the Christian life. So that the Transfiguration was an
event, so to speak, parenthetic to this prediction - a preliminary manifestation, for the special advantage of
those who witnessed it; though given also "for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.
Jerome, "he did not lose his form and aspect, but he appeared to his apostles as he will appear at the day of
judgment. A glimpse of that kingdom was given in the transfiguration of Christ. It is good to be away from the
world, and alone with Christ: But when it is well with us, we are apt not to care for others, and in the fulness
of our enjoyments, we forget the many wants of our brethren. God owns Jesus, and accepts him as his beloved
Son, and is ready to accept us in him. Therefore we must own and accept him as our beloved Saviour, and
must give up ourselves to be ruled by him. Christ does not leave the soul, when joys and comforts leave it.
Jesus explained to the disciples the prophecy about Elias. This was very suitable to the ill usage of John
Baptist.
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The Scripture Readings for this day were: Let us Pray -- O Heavenly Father - we do not live by bread alone
but by your every word. Spark in us an even greater passion for you In Jesus name we pray Amen In our
Gospel reading The Scribe affirms Jesus and the truth that is found in Gods word: There is true wisdom in the
law of God. There is true wisdom in the Scriptures. Those who study it - can find the truth within it; "You are
not far from the Kingdom of God. Yet in the words "not far" - it is possible also to hear that Long Pause I have
been told that in a park in Europe, next to a beautiful flower bed, there is a sign, written in three languages:
Slow In German the sign says: Picking flowers is prohibited. Pause after each In English: Please do not pick
the flowers. Those who love flowers will not pick them. It seems to me that in this sign lies a key to what
distinctions of distance we might read into Jesus statement: What is our motivation for doing Gods will, What
is our motivation for obeying Gods commands? Is it Fear of authority? Is it a desire for Gods approval And the
approval of others? Slow Or is it love? What does it mean "To love God"? What does it mean "To love our
neighbors as ourselves? Perhaps there was too much duty and routine in his life of obedience and Perhaps a bit
too much holiness - and not enough compassion What causes this Passion to be implanted in our souls? What
causes us to strive to be conformed to the image of Jesus? Pause I have shared this story with some of you
before. To me it sheds a light on why mature followers in the faith have a lifelong passion for Christ. Pause
One day, a young disciple of Christ He had heard that this old man The elderly man was sitting on the porch
with his dog The young man posed this question:
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