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Chapter 1 : Jihad of the wretched : examining Islamic militancy through the thought of Frantz Fanon
The goal of a theoretical framework. After you have identified your problem statement and research question(s), it is
important to determine what theories and ideas exist in relation to your chosen subject.

Bibliography Definition Theories are formulated to explain, predict, and understand phenomena and, in many
cases, to challenge and extend existing knowledge within the limits of critical bounding assumptions. The
theoretical framework is the structure that can hold or support a theory of a research study. The theoretical
framework introduces and describes the theory that explains why the research problem under study exists.
Theory Building in Applied Disciplines. Importance of Theory A theoretical framework consists of concepts
and, together with their definitions and reference to relevant scholarly literature, existing theory that is used
for your particular study. The theoretical framework must demonstrate an understanding of theories and
concepts that are relevant to the topic of your research paper and that relate to the broader areas of knowledge
being considered. The theoretical framework is most often not something readily found within the literature.
You must review course readings and pertinent research studies for theories and analytic models that are
relevant to the research problem you are investigating. The selection of a theory should depend on its
appropriateness, ease of application, and explanatory power. The theoretical framework strengthens the study
in the following ways: The theoretical framework connects the researcher to existing knowledge. Guided by a
relevant theory, you are given a basis for your hypotheses and choice of research methods. Articulating the
theoretical assumptions of a research study forces you to address questions of why and how. It permits you to
intellectually transition from simply describing a phenomenon you have observed to generalizing about
various aspects of that phenomenon. Having a theory helps you identify the limits to those generalizations. A
theoretical framework specifies which key variables influence a phenomenon of interest and highlights the
need to examine how those key variables might differ and under what circumstances. By virtue of its
applicative nature, good theory in the social sciences is of value precisely because it fulfills one primary
purpose: Answers from the Social and Cultural Sciences. University of Tennessee Press, ; Drafting an
Argument. How Conceptual Frameworks Guide Research. Research Methods Knowledge Base. Developing
Theory from Practice. Strategies for Developing the Theoretical Framework I. Developing the Framework
Here are some strategies to develop of an effective theoretical framework: Examine your thesis title and
research problem. The research problem anchors your entire study and forms the basis from which you
construct your theoretical framework. Brainstorm about what you consider to be the key variables in your
research. Answer the question, "What factors contribute to the presumed effect? Identify the assumptions from
which the author s addressed the problem. Group these variables into independent and dependent categories.
Review key social science theories that are introduced to you in your course readings and choose the theory
that can best explain the relationships between the key variables in your study [note the Writing Tip on this
page]. Discuss the assumptions or propositions of this theory and point out their relevance to your research. A
theoretical framework is used to limit the scope of the relevant data by focusing on specific variables and
defining the specific viewpoint [framework] that the researcher will take in analyzing and interpreting the data
to be gathered. It also facilitates the understanding of concepts and variables according to given definitions
and builds new knowledge by validating or challenging theoretical assumptions. Purpose Think of theories as
the conceptual basis for understanding, analyzing, and designing ways to investigate relationships within
social systems. To that end, the following roles served by a theory can help guide the development of your
framework. Means by which new research data can be interpreted and coded for future use, Response to new
problems that have no previously identified solutions strategy, Means for identifying and defining research
problems, Means for prescribing or evaluating solutions to research problems, Ways of discerning certain facts
among the accumulated knowledge that are important and which facts are not, Means of giving old data new
interpretations and new meaning, Means by which to identify important new issues and prescribe the most
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critical research questions that need to be answered to maximize understanding of the issue, Means of
providing members of a professional discipline with a common language and a frame of reference for defining
the boundaries of their profession, and Means to guide and inform research so that it can, in turn, guide
research efforts and improve professional practice. Holton III , editors. Human Resource Development
Handbook: Linking Research and Practice. Theory Construction and Model-Building Skills: A Practical Guide
for Social Scientists. Guilford, ; Ravitch, Sharon M. Structure and Writing Style The theoretical framework
may be rooted in a specific theory, in which case, your work is expected to test the validity of that existing
theory in relation to specific events, issues, or phenomena. Many social science research papers fit into this
rubric. For example, Peripheral Realism Theory, which categorizes perceived differences among nation-states
as those that give orders, those that obey, and those that rebel, could be used as a means for understanding
conflicted relationships among countries in Africa. A test of this theory could be the following: Does
Peripheral Realism Theory help explain intra-state actions, such as, the disputed split between southern and
northern Sudan that led to the creation of two nations? However, you may not always be asked by your
professor to test a specific theory in your paper, but to develop your own framework from which your analysis
of the research problem is derived. Based upon the above example, it is perhaps easiest to understand the
nature and function of a theoretical framework if it is viewed as an answer to two basic questions: I could
choose instead to test Instrumentalist or Circumstantialists models developed among ethnic conflict theorists
that rely upon socio-economic-political factors to explain individual-state relations and to apply this
theoretical model to periods of war between nations]. The answers to these questions come from a thorough
review of the literature and your course readings [summarized and analyzed in the next section of your paper]
and the gaps in the research that emerge from the review process. With this in mind, a complete theoretical
framework will likely not emerge until after you have completed a thorough review of the literature. Just as a
research problem in your paper requires contextualization and background information, a theory requires a
framework for understanding its application to the topic being investigated. When writing and revising this
part of your research paper, keep in mind the following: Clearly describe the framework, concepts, models, or
specific theories that underpin your study. This includes noting who the key theorists are in the field who have
conducted research on the problem you are investigating and, when necessary, the historical context that
supports the formulation of that theory. This latter element is particularly important if the theory is relatively
unknown or it is borrowed from another discipline. Position your theoretical framework within a broader
context of related frameworks, concepts, models, or theories. As noted in the example above, there will likely
be several concepts, theories, or models that can be used to help develop a framework for understanding the
research problem. The present tense is used when writing about theory. Although the past tense can be used to
describe the history of a theory or the role of key theorists, the construction of your theoretical framework is
happening now. You should make your theoretical assumptions as explicit as possible. Later, your discussion
of methodology should be linked back to this theoretical framework. Alabama State University; Conceptual
Framework: University of Michigan; Drafting an Argument. Demystifying the Journal Article. The Context of
Discovery. Stanford University Press, , pp. Writing Tip Borrowing Theoretical Constructs from Elsewhere A
growing and increasingly important trend in the social and behavioral sciences is to think about and attempt to
understand specific research problems from an interdisciplinary perspective. One way to do this is to not rely
exclusively on the theories in your particular discipline, but to think about how an issue might be informed by
theories developed in other disciplines. For example, if you are a political science student studying the
rhetorical strategies used by female incumbents in state legislature campaigns, theories about the use of
language could be derived, not only from political science, but linguistics, communication studies, philosophy,
psychology, and, in this particular case, feminist studies. Building theoretical frameworks based on the
postulates and hypotheses developed in other disciplinary contexts can be both enlightening and an effective
way to be fully engaged in the research topic. The Oxford Handbook of Interdisciplinarity. Oxford University
Press, Do not leave the theory hanging out there in the introduction never to be mentioned again.
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Undertheorizing weakens your paper. The theoretical framework you describe should guide your study
throughout the paper. Be sure to always connect theory to the review of pertinent literature and to explain in
the discussion part of your paper how the theoretical framework you chose supports analysis of the research
problem, or if appropriate, how the theoretical framework was found in some way to be inadequate in
explaining the phenomenon you were investigating. The terms theory and hypothesis are often used
interchangeably in newspapers and popular magazines and in non-academic settings. However, the difference
between theory and hypothesis in scholarly research is important, particularly when using an experimental
design. A theory is a well-established principle that has been developed to explain some aspect of the natural
world. Theories arise from repeated observation and testing and incorporates facts, laws, predictions, and
tested assumptions that are widely accepted [e. A hypothesis is a specific, testable prediction about what you
expect to happen in your study. For example, an experiment designed to look at the relationship between study
habits and test anxiety might have a hypothesis that states, "We predict that students with better study habits
will suffer less test anxiety. The key distinctions are: A theory has been extensively tested and is generally
accepted among scholars; a hypothesis is a speculative guess that has yet to be tested.
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Chapter 2 : Theoretical Frameworks for Nursing Research, Practice, and Education - Nursing Education Ex
Just War and Jihad: Historical and Theoretical Perspectives on War and Peace in Western and Islamic Traditions.

Sample theoretical framework The goal of a theoretical framework After you have identified your problem
statement and research question s , it is important to determine what theories and ideas exist in relation to your
chosen subject. The definitions and models you select also give your research direction, as you will continue
to build on these choices in different stages of your project. The theoretical framework also provides scientific
justification for your investigation: How to determine the contents of a theoretical framework As noted above,
it is important that you cite existing theories and ideas that are relevant to your chosen topic within the
theoretical framework. An important first step is therefore to identify these concepts. Select key concepts
Sample problem statement and research questions: Company X is struggling with the problem that many
online customers do not return to make subsequent purchases. Management wants to increase customer loyalty
and believes that improved customer satisfaction will play a major role in achieving this goal. To investigate
this problem, you have identified and plan to focus on the following problem statement, objective, and
research questions: Many online customers do not return to make subsequent purchases. To increase customer
loyalty and thereby generate more revenue. As such they are key concepts to define within the theoretical
framework. Define and evaluate relevant concepts, theories, and models A literature review is first used to
determine how other researchers have defined these key concepts. You should then critically compare the
definitions that different authors have proposed. The last step is to choose the definition that best fits your
research and justify why this is the case. It is also important to indicate if there are any notable links between
these concepts. Apart from that, you should describe any relevant theories and models that relate to your key
concepts and argue why you are or are not applying them to your own research. Consider adding other
elements to your theoretical framework Depending on your topic or discipline, a comprehensive review of the
state of affairs in relation to your research topic may also be helpful to include in your theoretical framework.
Analyzing the research field will give you an idea of what similar studies have looked at and found regarding
the problem. This will clarify the position of your research in relation to existing knowledge in the field.
Following these steps will help to ensure that you are presenting a solid overview: Describe what discussions
on the subject exist within the literature. Explain what methods, theories, and models other authors have
applied. In doing so, always argue why a particular theory or model is or is not appropriate for your own
research. Analyze the similarities and differences between your own research and earlier studies. Explain how
your study adds to knowledge that already exists on the subject. Want to learn more about doctoral research?
Provides greater understanding of the doctoral process and the requirements for success. Recognises the
challenges facing students and offers practical solutions. Learn more about this book What kinds of research
questions can you answer within a theoretical framework? The theoretical framework can be used to answer
descriptive research questions that only require literature or desk research. For example, theory alone is
sufficient to answer the research question: The theoretical framework and the literature review that serves as
its backbone can also be used to further analyze existing findings and hypotheses. It may also be used to
formulate and evaluate hypotheses of your own, which you can later test during the qualitative or quantitative
research of your study. The structure of the theoretical framework There are no fixed rules for structuring a
theoretical framework. The important thing is to create a structure that is logical. For example, you could
create a section or paragraph that looks at each question, hypothesis, or key concept. Within that text, you
could then explore the theories and models that are relevant to that particular item. How long should the
theoretical framework be? The rules about length are not clear either, but a theoretical framework is on
average three to five pages long. To makes things clearer, you might find it useful to include models or other
graphics within the theoretical framework. However, if you are concerned about space, you can place these
illustrations in an appendix which you can then refer to in the main text. Sample theoretical framework We
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have prepared a sample theoretical framework that will give you a sense of what this important part of a
dissertation may look like.
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Chapter 3 : Reformulating Jihad in the Context of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: A Theoretical Framework
The nuances of jurisprudential difference between Sunni and Shi'a concepts of jihad have been more or less shaped by
the history of the Shi'a community and by the approach of the Shi'a religious scholars to politics. Though the Shi'a
concept of jihad has not infrequently aligned with that of.

Is the theoretical framework or conceptual model explicit? Logical explanation for choice? Does the chosen
framework guide the study? Is the Theoretical Framework or Conceptual Model used to explain the findings?
Introduction to Theoretical Frameworks for Nursing Research, Practice, and Education this information is not
discussed in podcast, FYI This is just a brief introduction to the use of theoretical frameworks in nursing
research, practice, and education. Descriptive theories can guide descriptive studies, explanatory theories can
guide correlational research, and predictive theories can guide experimental research Fawcett, The theory you
choose to guide your study will depend on what you are interested in studying! If you are interested in the
lived experience of patients with spinal cord injury you would look to phenomenology to use as your
framework. Again, you might be interested in reading my post on how to use a theoretical framework to guide
your research study , click the link to read this post. As far as theoretical frameworks or conceptual models for
nursing education â€” again there are many to choose from to guide your own educational practice. There are
learning theories that are used in psychology and education: Theoretical frameworks and conceptual models
for nursing practice are many. Any nursing theory is appropriate for testings its effects on nursing practice, of
course. Theoretical frameworks for nursing research, practice, and education [Blog post]. Philosophies and
theories for advanced nursing practice 2nd ed. Fundamental patterns of knowing in nursing. Classic article
from is reprinted in this textbook. Using theory in evidence-based advanced nursing practice. Methods and
critical appraisal for evidence-based practice 8th ed. Review, critique, and update. Advances in Nursing
Science, 17 4 ,
Chapter 4 : The theoretical framework of a dissertation: what and how?
HISTORY AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 3 This introduction is composed of three major parts. The first part is a
chronological treatment of the six years of research on which this book is.
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