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Edit Brydges was educated at Cambridge , and was called to the Bar in He wrote some novels and poems,
now forgotten, but rendered valuable service by his bibliographical publications, Censura Literaria, Titles and
Opinions of Old English Books 10 volumes , his editions of E. He was made a baronet in He died at Geneva.
On leaving the university he was entered of the Middle Temple, and was called to the bar in November He
never practised, however, and retired in to Denton Court, a seat which he had purchased near his birthplace in
Kent. A 4th and much enlarged edition of his miscellaneous poetry appeared in He was by nature shy and
proud, yet morbidly sensitive and egotistic, and being tormented by an extraordinary thirst for literary fame,
he was unhappily led to mistake his delight in reading great works of literature for an evidence of his capacity
to produce similar works himself. These were unworthy pursuits The fire smouldered within, and made me
discontented and unhappy. In he published the 10 volumes of his Censura Literaria: Edward Tymewell
Brydges, to put forward his claim to the barony of Chandos. The case came on for hearing before the
committee of privileges of the House of Lords on 1 June , and more than 26 hearings took place at intervals.
New evidence was brought forward from time to time, and the matter was not finally settled till June , when a
majority of the lords resolved that the claim to the title and dignity of Baron Chandos had not been made out.
Beltz of the Lancaster Herald, who in his book relating to it conclusively proves that the claim was not well
founded. He henceforward wrote after his name the letters K. In he was elected M. He seldom spoke in the
house, though he took an active part in connection with the poor laws and the Copyright Bill. In a private
printing press had been established at Lee Priory by a compositor and a pressman Johnson and Warwick.
Brydges engaged to provide "copy" gratuitously, and the printers undertook to pay all expenses, making what
profits they could. The editions of the various works issued from the press were purposely limited to a small
number of copies, and were sold by the printers to book-collectors at high prices. In spite of these
arrangements, considerable expenses were incurred by Brydges and his son, though the press was not finally
given up till about December He also compiled Excerpta Tudoriana; or, Extracts from Elizabethan Literature
with a critical Preface 2 volumes , and wrote a series of original essays called The Sylvan Wanderer 2 volumes
, and a poem called Bertram. In his Recollections of Foreign Travel 2 volumes he has given an account of his
movements and opinions till about November He lived principally at Geneva, apparently in greater peace of
mind, and was still actively engaged in writing. William Robinson, rector of Burfield, Berkshire, by whom he
had several sons and daughters. His eldest son, Thomas Barrett Brydges of Lee Priory , entered the army, and
died before his father, who was succeeded in his title by his 2nd son by his 1st wife , John William Egerton
Brydges, who served in the Peninsular war, and died 15 February , aged He was unmarried, and his
half-brother, F. Hanley Head Brydges, became the 3rd baronet Ann. From the extremely naive self-portraiture
of his rambling but interesting Autobiography, there can be no doubt that he imagined himself a poet and a
man of genius. His poetry, however, is of the most mediocre description, recalling the dullest efforts of
Bowles or Thomas Warton.
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This page has been proofread , but needs to be validated. In his own lifetime Byron stood higher on the
continent of Europe than in England or even in America. His works as they came out were translated into
French, into German, into Italian, into Russian, and the stream of translation has never ceased to flow. The
Bride of Abydos has been translated into ten, Cain into nine languages. The dictum or verdict of Goethe that
"the English may think of Byron as they please, but this is certain that they show no poet who is to be
compared with him" was and is the keynote of continental European criticism. A survey of European literature
is a testimony to the universality of his influence. This fact is beyond dispute, that after the first outburst of
popularity he has touched and swayed other nations rather than his own. The part he played or seemed to play
in revolutionary politics endeared him to those who were struggling to be free. He stood for freedom of
thought and of life. He made himself the mouthpiece of an impassioned and welcome protest against the
hypocrisy and arrogance of his order and his race. He lived on the continent and was known to many men in
many cities. It has been argued that foreigners are insensible to his defects as a writer, and that this may
account for an astonishing and perplexing preference. The cause is rather to be sought in the quality of his art.
It was as the creator of new types, "forms more real than living man," that Byron appealed to the artistic sense
and to the imagination of Latin, Teuton or Slav. That "he taught us little" of the things of the spirit, that he
knew no cure for the sickness of the soul, were considerations which lay outside the province of literary
criticism. Dichtung und Wahrheit, , iii. Byron was 5 ft. At five-and-thirty he was extremely thin. He was "very
slightly lame," but he was painfully conscious of his deformity and walked as little and as seldom as he could.
He had a small head covered and fringed with dark brown or auburn curls. His forehead was high and narrow,
of a marble whiteness. His eyes were of a light grey colour, clear and luminous. His nose was straight and
well-shaped, but "from being a little too thick, it looked better in profile than in front face. His complexion
was pale and colourless. The best-known portraits are: Busts were taken by Bertel Thorwaldsen and by
Lorenzo Bartolini The statue in the library of Trinity College, Cambridge, is by Thorwaldsen after the bust
taken in Hobhouse ; reprinted in 2 vols. Leigh Hunt 2 vols. Trelawny ; Memoirs of John Murray, by S.
Vengesova St Petersburg, He entered the Middle Temple as a student in , with the intention of devoting his
time to play-writing. He soon ceased to make any pretence of legal study, and joined a provincial company as
an actor. In this line he never made any real success; and, though he continued to act for years, chiefly in his
own plays, he had neither originality nor charm. Meanwhile he wrote assiduously, and few men have produced
so many pieces of so diverse a nature. He was the first editor of the weekly comic paper, Fun, and started the
short-lived Comic Trials. Here several of his pieces, comedies and extravaganzas were produced with success;
but, upon his severing the partnership two years later, and starting management on his own account in the
provinces, he was financially unfortunate. The commercial success of his life was secured with Our Boys,
which was played at the Vaudeville from January till April â€”a then unprecedented "run. Toole for one of his.
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More than twenty of the first of these letters were written with little intention to publish them. They were the succes sive
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daily impressions which a continued musing on the subject produced in my mind, registered as they occurred with the
utmost frankness and fearlessness. I f the reader shall.
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DETAILS. An attractive edition of this bibliographical works of the poet Lord Byron. Sir Samuel Egerton Brydges, 1st
Baronet (30 November 8 September ) was an English bibliographer and genealogist.
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"Of the early estimates of Byron that are primarily critical rather than biographical, the most thoughtful is the series of
Letters on the character and poetical genius of Lord Byron, by Sir Samuel Egerton Brydges.
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