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Chapter 1 : The Chronology of Hercule Poirot
Hercule Poirot (UK: / Ëˆ É›É™r k juË• l Ëˆ p w É‘Ë•r oÊŠ /, US: / h ÉœË•r Ëˆ k juË• l p w É‘Ë• Ëˆ r oÊŠ /; French: [É›Ê•kyl
pwaÊ•o]) is a fictional Belgian detective, created by Agatha Christie. Poirot is one of Christie's most famous and
long-lived characters, appearing in 33 novels, one play (Black Coffee), and more than 50 short stories published
between and

Life-coaching can be extremely valuable, and I have one good friend who swears by it. She currently has not
one but two life-coaches, one for work stuff and one for her personal life. Hercule Poirot has been
life-coaching other characters in Agatha Christie stories since Without him, would there even be a
life-coaching industry now? Okay, there probably would, but I like to get carried away sometimes. Read on to
discover what Poirot has said over the years, in his capacity as life-coach-before-the-term-was-invented. Take
risks only after a clear-eyed assessment of best and worst possible outcomes. This is slightly different from in
the quote above it, from The Mysterious Affair at Styles. But I will admire him from outside his cage. I will
not go inside. That is to say, not unless it is my duty to do so. Duty is, for Poirot, always crucially important,
as we will see many times as we go on. Sometimes one is obliged to place oneself in danger, even though one
would rather not. Poirot is a strong advocate of caution, waiting and seeing, temperate behaviour, and all
things moderate. The young man follows his advice and ends up much happier after this wise coaching from
Poirot. Ask her to share it with you. You may not realize it, but your love or each other has been tested in the
fire and not found wanting. There is always something to live for. But it passes â€” sorrow passes and grief.
You cannot believe that now, I know. It is useless for an old man like me to talk. Idle words â€” that is what
you think â€” idle words. When one has walked in the valley of the shadow of death, and come out of it into
the sunshine â€” then, mon cher, it is a new life that begins. You must look at things sensibly. The wind blew,
the rain came down, and the mist was everywhere so that one could not see through it. Eh bien, what is it like
now? The mists have rolled away, the sky is clear and up above the stars shine. That is like life, Madame. Do
not fight anything or anyone. Do not be in a situation of conflict with anyone. Be patient and calm, and
disguise your feelings. There is yet a chance that the matter may break itself. A Guide to Spiritual
Enlightenment, wisely said in that book: Poirot, as we see from the above quote, agrees! Violent, negative and
angry opposition to anything helps nobody and always makes the world a worse place. Some day, I said to
myself, I will have all the money I need. I will realize all my dreams. Poirot, in the above two quotes, stresses
the importance, therefore, of first checking that those dreams and aims are valuable and worthy ones. Some
day Egg will fall in love with a friend, and build her happiness on a rock. Getting rid of women is a vice that
grows. You are young, you have brains, the world is before you. To count â€” really and truly to count â€” a
woman must have goodness or brains. Poirot would suggest instead choosing someone good, intelligent and
capable of cooking nice dinners. Hard to argue with that! One must accept things as they are. It will not permit
you to escape emotion, to live by the intellect and by reason! Brooke Castillo says that instead of finding fault
with the past, you have the option of telling yourself that everything about the past was perfect because it
made you the person you are today. Poirot realised the truth of this before both of them! When you learn a
painful lesson from the past, you have learned a lesson â€” so you could choose to be glad about that, once the
pain has passed. You can choose to accept the unreasonableness of life and even welcome it, and the emotions
it brings with it. Brooke Castillo advises us to wait before acting, and make sure that whatever action we
choose will improve the situation and not make it worse, for us as well as for others. Poirot, in the above
quote, is putting forward the highly enlightened view that you cannot attack another without harming yourself
too. I am concerned with the lives of private individuals who have the right not to have their lives taken from
them. By killing anybody, you are making the world a worse place. The New Heaven and the New Earth. In
your new world, my children, let there be freedom and let there be pity â€¦ That is all I ask. One must seek the
truth within â€” not without. You love your children. If you had, you might be happier [â€¦] my child, you
have so much to learn. The only things you know â€” have ever known â€” are love and hate.
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Chapter 2 : The Life and Times of Hercule Poirot by Anne Hart
Hercule Poirot is no longer merely a fictional character - he has a biography of his own now. If you have only ever read
Agatha Christie's novels haphazardly like me, you might not have been able to get a full sense of Poirot's life in
chronology.

Agatha Christie , British detective , cosy murder , cozy mystery , creative writing , crime writer , Derby
writers , Golden Age mystery , Golden Age of Detective Fiction , Hercule Poirot , independent author ,
independent writer , indie writer , Miss Marple , murder mystery , self published , Short Stories , writers in
Derbyshire , writing blog , writing technique. In addition a number of her works were adapted for the stage, or
were plays that were novelised. How many of us can hope to produce so much work over a period of over 50
years? Her work is available in a huge range of languages, and in Braille, large print, and as audiobooks. And
forty years after her death, her novels are being reprinted and are easily getting into the upper reaches of
bestseller lists. Let me just take a moment to think about that. But far from setting out to be a great author, she
only started writing at all due to a bet with her sister, and a certain amount of boredom. Yet she has arguably
created some of the best and worst detectives in the genre, and some of the most devious and controversial
plots to ever trick and mislead the reading public. If we sometimes today find her plots predictable or jaded,
that is because we can easily forget that she and a few other trailblazers have, through their work, made us as
readers more sophisticated and at the same time, have aroused expectations to fit the genre. We should try to
place the books in their original era if we can, as then they were even more fresh, unusual and very, very
clever. This is a phenomenal debut, and an intriguing mystery. Poirot is rather a comical detective, with
personality flaws in the form of vanity and self-importance. His strengths lie in his deep thought processes and
his use of logic to work out the details of a crime, that and a reliance on bigotry that overlooks the usefulness
of a foreigner on the part of many he comes into contact with. Death on the Nile and Murder on the Orient
Express. These have become genre classics almost independent of their creator, and the TV series and various
film versions have definitely assisted with that. These books have masterful plots featuring an ensemble cast,
and represent neat variations on the country house theme by being a ship and a train. The exotic locations just
add to the pleasure. She is a single old lady who knits and gossips. She solves mysteries by the simple
expedient of listening, asking questions and knowing a great deal about human behaviour. This is largely the
result of her long life experience, and that she lives in a small community where everyone knows everyone.
Like Poirot, she is often overlooked as a threat to the plans of baddies and evildoers. The best Marple book to
start with, in my opinion, is again the book that introduces us to the character, a volume of short stories first
published in , The Thirteen Problems or in the US this is called The Tuesday Club Murders. Okay, I said five
books, and there they are. Death Comes As The End. It was published in , and is a traditional-style murder
mystery, but it is set in ancient Egypt, and the background was gleaned by Christie from her archaeological
exploits with husband number two, Sir Max Mallowan. I hope that, having read all the above books, you
might feel an impulse to go back and read all her works. They are well worth the effort, and I am sure you will
agree, not only are they entertaining and enjoyable, you will also feel that you have come to know the woman
behind the works too. Caron Allan on Facebook Follow Blog via Email Enter your email address to follow
this blog and receive notifications of new posts, freebies and extras by email. Join 3, other followers Old stuff
you may have missed Old stuff you may have missed Follow me on Twitter.
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Chapter 3 : Hercule Poirot's Christmas - Book Kindle
Hercule Poirot - The Mystery of the Blue Train About Hercule Poirot Hercule Poirot: the world-renowned, moustachioed
Belgian private detective, unsurpassed in his intelligence and understanding of the criminal mind, respected and
admired by police forces and heads of state across the globe.

The strange case of Hercule Poirot Hercule Poirot: James investigates an enduring mystery: Ask any reader of
crime stories to name two or three fictional detectives, and the chances are that Hercule Poirot will be on the
list. But how has he achieved such lasting fame? That is a mystery that might defeat the bizarre Belgian
himself. The setting is Styles Court, a magnificent English estate, dominated by an autocratic matriarch. When
she is poisoned, Captain Arthur Hastings, a wounded veteran who is staying in the house, persuades the family
to call in his friend, a detective retired from the Belgian police. Hastings is the narrator and gives us the first
description of the detective: He was hardly more than five feet four inches, but carried himself with great
dignity. His head was exactly the shape of an egg, and he always perched it a little on one side. His moustache
was very stiff and military. The neatness of his attire was almost incredible, I believe a speck of dust would
have caused him more pain than a bullet wound. Yet this quaint dandified little man who, I was sorry to see,
now limped badly, had been in his time one of the most celebrated members of the Belgian police. As a
detective his flair had been extraordinary, and he had achieved triumphs by unravelling some of the most
baffling cases of the day. She was wise to jettison him: Poirot is not a detective who carefully explains each
stage of the investigation to a Watson. He sets all the clues faithfully before us, but reveals the conclusion of
his brilliant detection, usually with a triumphant flourish, in the final chapter. He appears in over 30 novels
and 50 stories, but nothing more is heard of his limp, nor of his habit of perching his head to one side. We
learn that his eyes appear green in moments of excitement, that he acquires a chauffeur, George, and an
efficient secretary, Miss Lemon. He lives in Whitehaven Mansions, a starkly modern London flat which
satisfies his love of symmetry and order. His native language is French, but he speaks it rather like a stage
Frenchman, while on occasions speaking perfect English. But he appears to live simply and we are not told
anything of his hobbies or intellectual interests, although he does appear to have some knowledge of
gardening, including an enthusiasm for growing vegetable marrows. We are never privy to his private thoughts
and we see and know him only through the eyes of other characters. His involvement with the affair at Styles
is therefore the beginning of a second and successful career, which presented Agatha Christie with problems
about his age. She afterwards regretted that she had not made him much younger at his first appearance. But
the fact that we feel we know Poirot intimately while actually knowing very little is an advantage. He is at the
centre of the novel, yet we are never distracted from his purpose - the solving of the crime - nor does he
compete for psychological interest with other characters. Christie was an intensely reserved woman with an
almost obsessive need to guard her private life, and by creating a hero so totally different from herself she
reveals nothing of her preoccupations and experience. He could not be more different from the gentlemen
amateur detectives of the inter-war years: Poirot may or may not be a gent, but he is at ease in all situations
and in any company. But his milieu, like that of his creator, is invariably the comfortable middle class.
Servants exist to feed information to the detective and to provide a convenient second victim. His basic
morality is clear and simplistic: I disapprove of it. There is no suggestion that he ever married, and indeed it is
difficult to see how a woman could tolerate his obsessive love of order. But neither does he seem to have close
friends. There is an obvious affection between him and Mrs Ariadne Oliver, but this seems to be based on his
job and her crime writing rather than any emotional involvement. And while Dorothy L. She saw him as an
incubus, albeit a profitable one. It is always interesting to try to place the origin of fictional detectives, and it is
clear that Christie set out to create a genuine original, very different from the existing heroes. She decided on a
Belgian, for two reasons: At the time Christie was writing her first Poirot novel, Mrs Belloc Lowndes, the
sister of Hilaire Belloc, had created a detective called Hercules Popeau who, like Poirot, was notable for his
vanity. The fact that the Popeau novels are no longer read while Poirot is still in bookshops all over the world
is a measure of how far Christie succeeded in remaking her possible source. Poirot can still engage our interest
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despite the fact that no new books will now appear, while other detective heroes are of interest only to students
of the genre. But the success of Poirot is, of course, the success of his creator, the most cunning literary
conjuror in popular fiction. Christie herself admitted that she was not a distinguished stylist, but her easy,
somewhat pedestrian prose is admirably suited to her craft. Her narratives are always well-paced, the dialogue
lively, the setting described with the minimum of description and most of the characters stereotypes. Reading
a work of fiction is a symbiotic relationship: There is everything to reassure us and nothing to disturb. The
classic detective story is often most popular at times of unrest and uncertainty, when readers seek not only
relief from the traumas and anxieties of their everyday lives, but an affirmation in their belief that we live in a
moral, rational and comprehensible universe and that even death is a mystery that can be solved. This is the
comfort that Hercule Poirot and his creator have given to generations of readers through times good and bad:
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Chapter 4 : Countess Rossakoff
Hercule Poirot, the famous Belgain policeman and private detective, was born in and died in the British village of Styles
St. Mary at the astonishing age of Hercule Poirot was born in , on the same day as his twin brother, Achille.

In chapter 21 of The Murder of Roger Ackroyd , for example, we learn that he has been talking about a
mentally disabled nephew: In Dumb Witness, he regales us with stories of his elderly invalid mother as a
pretence to investigate the local nurses. On this occasion, Achille is almost certainly Poirot himself in disguise
Poirot speaks in Chapter 18 of having sent Achille "back to the land of myths" , but this does not conclusively
demonstrate that Poirot does not have a brother, or even a brother called Achille. Any evidence regarding
Poirot for which Poirot himself is the source is therefore most unreliable. Achille Poirot is also mentioned by
Dr. Burton in the prelude to The Labours of Hercules. Poirot was apparently born in Spa, Belgium and, based
on the conjecture that he was thirty at the time of his retirement from the Belgian police force at the time of
the outbreak of the First World War, it is suggested that he was born in the mid s. This is all extremely vague,
as Poirot is thought to be an old man in his dotage even in the early Poirot novels, and in An Autobiography
Christie admitted that she already imagined him to be an old man in At the time, of course, she had no idea
she would be going on writing Poirot books for many decades to come. Poirot is a Roman Catholic by birth,
and retains a strong sense of Catholic morality later in life. In Taken at the Flood , he further claimed to have
been raised and educated by nuns, raising the possibility that he and any siblings were orphaned. I have dealt
with policemen all my life and I know. He could pass as a detective to an outsider but not to a man who was a
policeman himself. As an adult, Poirot joined the Belgian police force. We do not know whether this case
resulted in a successful prosecution or not; moreover, Poirot is not above lying in order to produce a particular
effect in the person to whom he is speaking, so this evidence is not reliable. It was in he and I worked together
â€” the Abercrombie forgery case â€” you remember he was run down in Brussels. Ah, those were the days
Moosier. Then, do you remember "Baron" Altara? There was a pretty rogue for you! He eluded the clutches of
half the police in Europe. But we nailed him in Antwerp â€” thanks to Mr. In the short story The Chocolate
Box Poirot provides Captain Arthur Hastings with an account of what he considers to be his only failure.
Poirot admits that he has failed to solve a crime "innumerable" times: Very often another, working towards the
same goal, has arrived there first. Twice I have been struck down with illness just as I was on the point of
success. Again, Poirot is not reliable as a narrator of his personal history and there is no evidence that Christie
sketched it out in any depth. It was also in this period that Poirot shot a man who was firing from a roof onto
the public below. Poirot has retired from the Belgian police force by the time that he meets Hastings in on the
case retold in The Mysterious Affair at Styles. It should be noted that Poirot is a French-speaking Belgian, i.
At the time of writing, at least of the earlier books where the character was defined, non-Belgians such as
Agatha Christie were far less aware than nowadays of the deep linguistic divide in Belgian society. So much
had he become the rage that every rich woman who had mislaid a bracelet or lost a pet kitten rushed to secure
the services of the great Hercule Poirot. It was here, on 16 July , that he again met his lifelong friend, Captain
Arthur Hastings, and solved the first of his cases to be published: The Mysterious Affair at Styles. After that
case Poirot apparently came to the attention of the British secret service, and undertook cases for the British
government, including foiling the attempted abduction of the Prime Minister. After the war Poirot became a
free agent and began undertaking civilian cases. It was chosen by Poirot for its symmetry. His first case was
"The Affair at the Victory Ball", which saw Poirot enter the high society and begin his career as a private
detective. Between the world wars, Poirot traveled all over Europe and the Middle East investigating crimes
and murders. Most of his cases happened during this period and he was at the height of his powers at this point
in his life. Murder on the Links saw the Belgian pit his grey cells against a French murderer. In the Middle
East he solved Murder on the Orient Express though the bulk of the story takes places in the territory of the
former Yugoslavia , the Death on the Nile , and the Murder in Mesopotamia with ease and even survived
Appointment with Death. However he did not travel to the Americas or Australia, probably due to his sea
sickness. The mal de mer â€” it is horrible suffering! She claims to have been a member of the Russian
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aristocracy before the Russian Revolution and suffered greatly as a result, but how much of that story is true is
an open question. Even Poirot acknowledges that Rossakoff has told several wildly varying accounts of her
early life. Poirot later became smitten with the woman and allowed her to escape justice. Poirot had never
been able to rid himself of the fatal fascination that the Countess held for him. In "The Nemean Lion", he
sided with the criminal, Miss Amy Carnaby, and saved her from having to face justice by blackmailing his
client Sir Joseph Hoggins, who himself was plotting murder and was unwise enough to let Poirot discover this.
Poirot even sent Miss Carnaby two hundred pounds as a final payoff before her dog kidnapping campaign
came to an end. In "The Augean Stables" he helped the government to cover up vast corruption, even though it
might be considered more honest to let the truth come out. After his cases in the Middle East, Poirot returned
to Britain. Apart from some of the so-called "Labours of Hercules" see next section he very rarely traveled
abroad during his later career. It has been said that twelve cases related in The Labours of Hercules must refer
to a different retirement, but the fact that Poirot specifically says that he intends to grow marrows indicates
that these stories also take place before Roger Ackroyd, and presumably Poirot closed his agency once he had
completed them. If the Labours precede the events in Roger Ackroyd, then the Roger Ackroyd case must have
taken place around twenty years later than it was published, and so must any of the cases that refer to it. One
alternative would be that having failed to grow marrows once, Poirot is determined to have another go, but this
is specifically denied by Poirot himself. Another alternative would be to suggest that the Preface to the
Labours takes place at one date but that the labours are completed over a matter of twenty years. None of the
explanations is especially attractive. In terms of a rudimentary chronology, Poirot speaks of retiring to grow
marrows in Chapter 18 of The Big Four , which places that novel out of published order before Roger
Ackroyd. He is certainly retired at the time of Three Act Tragedy but he does not enjoy his retirement and
comes repeatedly out of it thereafter when his curiosity is engaged. I am Hercule Poirot. The time when cases
had drawn him from one end of England to the other was past. Beginning with Three Act Tragedy , Christie
had perfected during the inter-war years a sub-genre of Poirot novel in which the detective himself spent much
of the first third of the novel on the periphery of events. In novels such as Taken at the Flood , After the
Funeral and Hickory Dickory Dock he is even less in evidence, frequently passing the duties of main
interviewing detective to a subsidiary character. Whether this was a reflection of his age or of the fact that
Christie was by now heartily sick of him it is difficult to assess. There is certainly a case for saying that
Crooked House and Ordeal by Innocence , which are not Poirot novels at all but so easily could have been,
represent a logical endpoint of the general diminution of Poirot himself within the Poirot sequence. He
assumes a genuinely inactive lifestyle during which he concerns himself with studying famous unsolved cases
of the past and reading detective novels. He even writes a book about mystery fiction in which he deals sternly
with Edgar Allan Poe and Wilkie Collins. In the absence of a more appropriate puzzle, he solves such
inconsequential domestic problems as the presence of three pieces of orange peel in his umbrella stand. In
Hickory Dickory Dock , he investigates the strange goings on in a student hostel, while in the Third Girl he is
forced into contact with the smart set of Chelsea youths. In the growing drug and pop culture of the sixties, he
proves himself once again, but has become heavily reliant on other investigators especially the private
investigator, Mr. Goby who provide him with the clues that he can no longer gather for himself. Nobody told
me you were so old. By this point in his life he is wearing a wig and false moustache, and also seems to be
afflicted by arthritis. In the book the Curtain: He also states that since he has become something that he has
always opposed and fought, he neglects to take his heart medication, which subsequently causes his death.
Poirot was the only short suspect at the house. His last wish is implicitly that Hastings will marry Elizabeth
Cole: Major novels Edit The Poirot books take readers through the whole of his life in England, from the first
book The Mysterious Affair at Styles , where he is a refugee staying at Styles, to the last Poirot book Curtain ,
where he visits Styles once again before his death. In between, Poirot solves cases outside England as well,
including his most famous case, Murder on the Orient Express Hercule Poirot became famous with the
publication, in , of The Murder of Roger Ackroyd , whose surprising solution proved controversial. The novel
is still among the most famous of all detective novels: The last of these, a tale of multiple homicide upon a
Nile steamer, was judged by the celebrated detective novelist John Dickson Carr to be among the ten greatest
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mystery novels of all time. The novel Five Little Pigs aka Murder in Retrospect , in which Poirot investigates
a murder committed sixteen years before by analyzing various accounts of the tragedy, is a Rashomon-like
performance that critic and mystery novelist Robert Barnard called the best of the Christie novels.
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Agatha's Life. The world's foremost mystery writer of all time, Agatha Christie's books have been translated in over 40
languages and sold over two billion copies.

In An Autobiography, she admitted that she already imagined him to be an old man in At the time, however,
she had no idea she would write works featuring him for decades to come. We left the main road and wound
into the leafy fastnesses of the hills, till we reached a little hamlet and an isolated white villa high on the
hillside. An alternative tradition holds that Poirot was born in the village of Ellezelles province of Hainaut,
Belgium. Christie wrote that Poirot is a Catholic by birth, [29] but not much is described about his later
religious convictions, except sporadic references to his "going to church". Apart from French and English,
Poirot is also fluent in German. I have dealt with policemen all my life and I know. He could pass as a
detective to an outsider but not to a man who was a policeman himself. As Poirot was often misleading about
his past to gain information, the truthfulness of that statement is unknown. It was in he and I worked together
â€” the Abercrombie forgery case â€” you remember he was run down in Brussels. Ah, those were the days
Moosier. Then, do you remember "Baron" Altara? There was a pretty rogue for you! He eluded the clutches of
half the police in Europe. But we nailed him in Antwerp â€” thanks to Mr. Poirot admits that he has failed to
solve a crime "innumerable" times: I have been called in too late. Very often another, working towards the
same goal, has arrived there first. Twice I have been struck down with illness just as I was on the point of
success. Nevertheless, he regards the case in "The Chocolate Box", [34] as his only actual failure of detection.
Again, Poirot is not reliable as a narrator of his personal history and there is no evidence that Christie sketched
it out in any depth. During his police career Poirot shot a man who was firing from a roof into the public
below. Poirot also became a uniformed director, working on trains. So much had he become the rage that
every rich woman who had mislaid a bracelet or lost a pet kitten rushed to secure the services of the great
Hercule Poirot. On 16 July he again met his lifelong friend, Captain Arthur Hastings, and solved the first of
his cases to be published, The Mysterious Affair at Styles. It is clear that Hastings and Poirot are already
friends when they meet in Chapter 2 of the novel, as Hastings tells Cynthia that he has not seen him for "some
years". Particulars such as the date of for the case and that Hastings had met Poirot in Belgium, are given in
Curtain: After that case, Poirot apparently came to the attention of the British secret service and undertook
cases for the British government, including foiling the attempted abduction of the Prime Minister. He moved
into what became both his home and work address, Flat at 56B Whitehaven Mansions. Murders , Chapter 1.
According to Hastings, it was chosen by Poirot "entirely on account of its strict geometrical appearance and
proportion" and described as the "newest type of service flat". The Florin Court building was actually built in ,
decades after Poirot fictionally moved in. His first case in this period was "The Affair at the Victory Ball",
which allowed Poirot to enter high society and begin his career as a private detective. Between the world wars,
Poirot travelled all over Europe, Africa, Asia, and half of South America investigating crimes and solving
murders. Most of his cases occurred during this time and he was at the height of his powers at this point in his
life. However he did not travel to North America, the West Indies, the Caribbean or Oceania, probably to
avoid sea sickness. It is this villainous sea that troubles me! The mal de mer â€” it is horrible suffering! She
claims to have been a member of the Russian aristocracy before the Russian Rebellion and suffered greatly as
a result, but how much of that story is true is an open question. Even Poirot acknowledges that Rossakoff
offered wildly varying accounts of her early life. Poirot later became smitten with the woman and allowed her
to escape justice. Poirot had never been able to rid himself of the fatal fascination that the Countess held for
him. In The Nemean Lion, Poirot sided with the criminal, Miss Amy Carnaby, allowing her to evade
prosecution by blackmailing his client Sir Joseph Hoggins, who, Poirot discovered, had plans to commit
murder. Poirot even sent Miss Carnaby two hundred pounds as a final payoff prior to the conclusion of her
dog kidnapping campaign. In The Augean Stables, he helped the government to cover up vast corruption. In
Murder on the Orient Express, Poirot allowed the murderers to go free after discovering that twelve different
people participated in the murder. The victim had been responsible for a disgusting crime which had led to the
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deaths of no fewer than five people. There was no question of his guilt, but he had been acquitted in America
in a miscarriage of justice. Considering it poetic justice that twelve jurors had acquitted him and twelve people
had stabbed him, Poirot produced an alternative sequence of events to explain the death. After his cases in the
Middle East, Poirot returned to Britain. Apart from some of the so-called "Labours of Hercules" see next
section he very rarely went abroad during his later career. He moved into Styles Court towards the end of his
life. While Poirot was usually paid handsomely by clients, he was also known to take on cases that piqued his
curiosity, although they did not pay well. It has been said that the twelve cases related in The Labours of
Hercules must refer to a different retirement, but the fact that Poirot specifically says that he intends to grow
marrows indicates that these stories also take place before Roger Ackroyd, and presumably Poirot closed his
agency once he had completed them. If the Labours precede the events in Roger Ackroyd, then the Ackroyd
case must have taken place around twenty years later than it was published, and so must any of the cases that
refer to it. One alternative would be that having failed to grow marrows once, Poirot is determined to have
another go, but this is specifically denied by Poirot himself. Another alternative would be to suggest that the
Preface to the Labours takes place at one date but that the labours are completed over a matter of twenty years.
None of the explanations is especially attractive. In terms of a rudimentary chronology, Poirot speaks of
retiring to grow marrows in Chapter 18 of The Big Four [43] which places that novel out of published order
before Roger Ackroyd. He is certainly retired at the time of Three Act Tragedy but he does not enjoy his
retirement and repeatedly takes cases thereafter when his curiosity is engaged. I am Hercule Poirot. The time
when cases had drawn him from one end of England to the other was past. Beginning with Three Act Tragedy
, Christie had perfected during the inter-war years a subgenre of Poirot novel in which the detective himself
spent much of the first third of the novel on the periphery of events. In novels such as Taken at the Flood,
After the Funeral , and Hickory Dickory Dock, he is even less in evidence, frequently passing the duties of
main interviewing detective to a subsidiary character. Crooked House and Ordeal by Innocence , which could
easily have been Poirot novels, represent a logical endpoint of the general diminution of his presence in such
works. He assumes a genuinely inactive lifestyle during which he concerns himself with studying famous
unsolved cases of the past and reading detective novels. He even writes a book about mystery fiction in which
he deals sternly with Edgar Allan Poe and Wilkie Collins. In Hickory Dickory Dock, he investigates the
strange goings on in a student hostel, while in Third Girl he is forced into contact with the smart set of Chelsea
youths. In the growing drug and pop culture of the sixties, he proves himself once again, but has become
heavily reliant on other investigators especially the private investigator , Mr. Goby who provide him with the
clues that he can no longer gather for himself. Nobody told me you were so old. Death[ edit ] On the ITV
television series, Poirot died in October [50] from complications of a heart condition at the end of Curtain: In
both the novel and the television adaptation, he had moved his amyl nitrite pills out of his own reach, possibly
because of guilt. He thereby became the murderer in Curtain, although it was for the benefit of others. Poirot
himself noted that he wanted to kill his victim shortly before his own death so that he could avoid succumbing
to the arrogance of the murderer, concerned that he might come to view himself as entitled to kill those whom
he deemed necessary to eliminate. The "murderer" that he was hunting had never actually killed anyone, but
he had manipulated others to kill for him, subtly and psychologically manipulating the moments where others
desire to commit murder so that they carry out the crime when they might otherwise dismiss their thoughts as
nothing more than a momentary passion. Poirot thus was forced to kill the man himself, as otherwise he would
have continued his actions and never been officially convicted, as he did not legally do anything wrong. It is
revealed at the end of Curtain that he fakes his need for a wheelchair to fool people into believing that he is
suffering from arthritis , to give the impression that he is more infirm than he is. His last recorded words are
"Cher ami! The TV adaptation adds that as Poirot is dying alone, he whispers out his final prayer to God in
these words: Hastings reasoned, "Here was the spot where he had lived when he first came to this country. He
was to lie here at the last.
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Chapter 6 : The strange case of Hercule Poirot - Telegraph
The Life and Times of Hercule Poirot Reviews Nandakishore Varma (At the outset - read this only if you are a diehard
Poirot fan, like me; and after you have finished all the novels and stories.

At some point, the family name was recorded as "Schohet", a Yiddish from Hebrew shochet word defining the
profession of kosher butcher. He trained at the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art , where he now
serves as a council member. Theatre[ edit ] Suchet began his acting career at the Watermill Theatre , Bagnor ,
Berkshire ; he has said that Watermill "fulfils my vision of a perfect theatre". In , he joined the Royal
Shakespeare Company. He was also featured as Salieri from to in the Broadway production Amadeus. In his
book, Poirot and Me, Suchet mentions that Ustinov one day approached him and told him that Suchet could
play Poirot and would be good at it. The following events happened: That conversation came back to me as
Brian Eastman told me that ITV wanted to make a series of ten one-hour films based on the Poirot short
stories. Then he dropped his bombshell: Me, the serious Shakespearean actor, portrayer of men with haunted
souls, playing a fastidious, balding detective? Brian sent me two Poirot novels and I became intrigued. I called
my elder brother John, then a newscaster at ITN, and asked what he thought. Only a word of warning:
Nonetheless, I was convinced that I could bring the true Poirot, as Agatha Christie had written him, to life. I
told Brian that I would do it. The more I read, the more the little man entranced me. I started to write a private
list of his habits and character. Regards his moustache as a thing of perfect beauty. A man of faith and morals.
Regards himself as "un bon Catholique ". During the same year, he voiced Poirot in the adventure game
Agatha Christie: Murder on the Orient Express. He appeared in the disaster film Flood , released in August , as
the Deputy Prime Minister of the United Kingdom at a time when London is devastated by flooding. He
appeared in the film Act of God as Benjamin Cisco. In , Suchet played a bigfoot hunter in Harry and the
Hendersons. In , he starred in the independent film Sunday. During the time the final episode was filmed,
Suchet expressed his sadness at his final farewell to the Poirot character he had loved: This is the death of a
dear friend. For years it has been Poirot and me â€” and to lose him is a pain almost beyond imagining. It was
for my dear, dear friend Poirot. I was saying goodbye to him as well â€” and I felt it with all my heart. At one
point during the broadcast, when one of the actors is electrocuted, he is asked to distract the audience. This
prompts the director who is also playing Captain Hook to retrieve the mustache and dismiss Suchet. He
performed as the voice of the villainous Dr. He was also officially voted in as chairman of the River Thames
Alliance in November In preparation for the role he says that he has read every novel and short story and
compiled an extensive file on Poirot. He later won another Variety Club Award as well as a Tony nomination
for best performance by a leading actor in a play for his portrayal of Antonio Salieri in a revival of Amadeus.
On 10 October , Suchet was awarded an honorary degree for his contributions to the Arts, from the University
of Chichester.
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Chapter 7 : Download Â¸ The Life and Times of Hercule Poirot PDF by â† Anne Hart eBook or Kindle ePU
Reading Agatha Christie's stories about Hercules Poirot, you wonder about his life & background -- what made him the
way he was. Perhaps, like me, you also wondered about Hastings. All is revealed in this well written, informative book.

Only the Bible and Shakespeare have outsold her. She wrote 78 mystery novels, 19 plays, and over short
stories. Christie managed to write an average of two novels a year through most of her life. She wrote them
longhand at first and later started using a typewriter for her manuscripts. From until her death she served as the
co-president of the Detection Club of London, a private club for leading crime writers. She was known to love
eating apples, playing golf, and playing the piano. The third child of a wealthy American, she was educated at
home until , at which time she went to a finishing school in Paris. She was a talented piano player and singer
when she was young. She married Archibald Christie in While he was at war, Agatha Christie worked at the
local Red Cross hospital as a volunteer, and later transferred to the pharmaceutical dispensary of the hospital.
The Christies lived in London after the war, where their only child, Rosalind, was born. It was later published
in by Bodley Head, selling 2, copies after six publishers rejected it. True success came in when she published
The Murder of Roger Ackroyd selling 5, copies the first printing , and with it came many opinions and
controversy for how she changed the rules of detective fiction. Sorrow came to Agatha, however, when
Captain Christie announced he was in love with a younger woman; Archie and Agatha were divorced in
Agatha the Archaeologist Later in the fall of , renowned British archaeologist Leonard Woolley invited
Agatha to the Middle East where he was in charge of excavations at Ur. She gained an appreciation for ancient
civilization while with her husband, joining his expeditions. On archaeological digs she would assist by
cleaning and photographing artifacts. Various Successes Agatha gained much success with her plays and
novels. In , one of her most famous plays, The Mousetrap, began its run and has continued to this day. Sir Max
Mallowan outlived Agatha--he passed away in This site is not endorsed by Agatha Christie Ltd.
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Chapter 8 : Poirot (TV Series â€“) - IMDb
Agatha Christie 'saw' the living embodiment of Hercule Poirot twice in her life - once having lunch in the Savoy and once
on a boat trip in the Canary Islands. 8. Christie dropped the Belgian detective from four of her Poirot novels when she
adapted them for the stage.

Edit Hercule Poirot was born in , on the same day as his twin brother, Achille. It is believed that these Grecian
names were suggested by Violet Holmes, on her continental trip through Belgium. It is definite that the mother
of both Poirot and Holmes were very good friends. The birth of his younger sister, Yvette, completed this
family image. He was raised with a good knowledge of the classics, as well as religious matters- this is hardly
surprising, as the young Poirot was educated in a school run by nuns. However, Poirot had not solved the
crime fast enough for justice to be done, and this quite damaged his reputation; in later life he would always
refer to it as the case which saw "the failure of my little grey cells". In this time frame, he also had more
successful cases; he tracked down a wealthy soap manufacturer in Liege, who had poisoned his wife in order
to elope with his secretary. In Poirot took on a landmark case, in which he managed to stop a notorious forger
called Abercrombie, who had been taking money from banks throughout Western Europe. In this task, he was
aided by the then Inspector Jimmy Japp, and a lifelong friendship was created. The final showdown took place
on the roof of the town hall, where Altara, now taking potshots at the general public, was felled by a
well-placed bullet from Poirot. In this he was assisted by a young clerk called Arthur Hastings, who was quite
taken by the Belgian, even aspiring to be a detective when he was older- an ambition that was never followed
through. The two departed, however, firm friends. World War I Edit Poirot, although nearing retirement age,
played an important part in World War I resistance, after the Germans invaded his home country. His efforts,
however, were kept strictly secret by all involved- the only facts known are that he helped King Albert elude a
spot of difficult blackmail and that he was a big target for German forces, so much so that, when lured out to
the front line, he was shot by a German assassin. This was the start of a new career for Poirot, as, no sooner
had he arrived, he met once again his old friend and companion, the now Captain Arthur Hastings. With
Hastings, Poirot was able to solve the murder of Mrs Cavendish, who had been poisoned via some bromine in
her strychnine medicine. Thus began his second career in England, as well as the beginning of a professional
friendship that was to last for many more years. He had arrived at Boulogne-sur-Mer where he was met by
what was thought to be his official car but was actually a substitute. As the Prime Minister had previously
been involved in a shooting by the same men, which had left him unharmed but with a bandaged face
MacAdam and Estair were understandably very worried. Daniels had been motivated by a German spy, Frau
Bertha Erbenthal, whom Poirot had been tracking for quite a while. The facts of the case were that the ladies
of the party â€” a Mrs Conroy and Lady Weardale â€” had retired to bed at As they returned to the study, the
submarine plans, having been moved by Fitzroy from the safe to the table, were gone. It turned out that Lord
Alloway had stolen the plans, as he was being blackmailed by a foreign agent Mrs Conroy. His plan was to
doctor the plans slightly so as to make them entirely useless, and then hand them over to the Germans. This
was confirmed as, later, when Alloway became Prime Minister, Poirot received a cheque and a signed
photograph dedicated to "my discreet friend". Another important case for Poirot was the Marcus Hardman
case, in which a set of medieval jewellery was stolen during a dinner party. It was during this case that Poirot
met the thief, Countess Vera Rossakoff, and fell in love. Rossakoff was a refugee from the Russian revolutionand aristocratic, strong woman whom had fallen onto hard times, being forced to adopt a life of crime. Poirot
did not pronounce sentence on her, instead asking her merely to return the jewels. They departed on good
terms; both highly impressed by the other. Poirot was forced to solve several crimes that the Big Four had
undertaken before actually confronting the group; these included the murders of Mr. Jonathan Whalley, the
kidnapping of scientist Dr. However, this man was, in actuality, Kent Allard, the man who would later become
the notorious Shadow. Allard, before taking on his crime-fighting pseudonym, frequently used to masquerade
as American detectives; he had done so previously when he assisted Bulldog Drummond in his battle against
Carl Peterson , under the name Jerome K. Green- clearly this was some sort of private battle between the two.
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Poirot then introduces Hastings to Captain Kent who tells them of the sinking of many U. After this they
rounded many crooks up all of them referred to an organization called the Big Four. They have made a form of
wireless energy capable of focusing a beam of great intensity on any spot. A British scientist called Halliday
experimented on this and was said to be on the eve of success when he was kidnapped while on a visit to
France. After lunch Halliday had gone to Madame Olivier. He had walked out next morning and had not been
seen afterwards. As a result Poirot goes to Paris with Hastings. Poirot and Hastings visit Madame Olivier,
question her but while leaving they catch a glimpse of a veiled lady who Poirot is interested in. As soon as
they exit the villa a tree falls down barely missing them. Poirot then explains to Hastings how Halliday was
kidnapped he was walking away when a lady caught up with him and told him Madame Olivier wanted to talk
to him again. Poirot goes to the villa and asks to speak to the woman who just came. She comes down, after
initially refusing, when Poirot sends his card. It turns out she is the Countess Vera Rossakoff. When
confronted with the theory she phones the kidnappers to send Halliday back to the hotel. When Halliday
returns he is too scared to speak. Then a man in a cloak, who is a participant in the big four, comes and tries
persuading Hercule Poirot to stop and Hastings gets into a small fight with the stranger who evades Poirot,
Hastings, and the hotel manager with a clever disguise. Poirot is told by Madame Olivier that two men broke
into her laboratory and attempted to steal her supply of radium. However, Poirot tells her that the cigarette he
has contains a poisonous dart, and Olivier unties Hastings, who unties Poirot and binds and gags Olivier.
Shortly afterwards the two receive a letter from Abe Ryland who was annoyed at Poirot for refusing his offer.
Ryland soon releases news that he is looking for an efficient secretary, and Hastings applies and gets the job,
imposing as a man called Captain Neville. Hastings spies on Ryland, but is captured by Ryland and Deaves,
who wait for Poirot. When he arrives he ambushes Ryland and Deaves with the help of ten Scotland Yard
officials. Ryland is released after his manservant informs the police that all of it was just a wager, and Poirot
realises that the manservant was Number Four. A month later, they leave London due to the death of a Mr
Paynter in Worcestershire. He had six Chinese servants, as well as his bodyguard Ah Ling, who Poirot is
interested in. Paynter was living with his nephew when he felt ill after a meal and a Doctor Quentin was
called. He told the nephew, Gerald, that he had given Paynter a hypodermic injection and proceeded by asking
strange questions about the servants. Paynter was found the next morning in a room locked from the inside,
dead. It seemed that he had fallen off his chair and into the gas fire, and the Doctor was blamed for leaving
him in such a position. Before his death, Paynter had dipped his finger in ink and written "yellow jasmine" on
his newspaper, a plant growing all over the house, as well as drawing two lines at right angles under the
words, a sign similar to the beginning of the number 4. At the inquest, Quentin was accused in a number of
ways, such as that he was not the regular doctor and his recalling of the events. According to him, Paynter told
him as soon as the door was shut that he was not feeling ill at all and that the taste of his curry was strange. It
was claimed that Quentin injected him with strychnine rather than a narcotic. Later, after the curry was
analysed, the results showed that it contained a deadly amount of opium, implicating the servant Ah Ling as he
was the one to cook it. Also, Inspector Japp tells the two that the key was found near the broken door and that
the window was unlatched. Japp believes that the charred face was to cover up the identity of the dead man,
but Poirot believes the man to be Paynter. Poirot reveals that Doctor Quentin was number 4, who entered the
house and gave Paynter an injection of yellow jasmine rather than strychnine. He locked the door and exited
through the window, returning later to put opium in the curry sample, throw Paynter into the fire and steal a
manuscript-the reason for the murder. A month after the case, Japp informs Poirot of another mysterious
death- the chess grandmasters Gilmour Wilson and Doctor Savaronoff were playing chess when shortly into
the game Gilmour Wilson collapsed dead due to heart failure. Japp suspects he was poisoned, and Poirot is
called in. Japp suspects that the poison was intended for Savaronoff, a former Revolutionist in Russia who just
escaped from the Bolsheviks. He refused several times to play a game of chess with Wilson but eventually
gave in. After the proceedings in the flat, Poirot and Hastings return home and Poirot takes out a second white
bishop. He weighed the one he took with the one Wilson was holding and discovered that the one he was
holding was heavier. He explains that the bishop has a metal rod inside it, so that the current passing through
the recently refurbished flat below is powered through the nail, into the also tampered table and into the
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bishop. Poirot explains that Savaronoff did die in Russia and that number Four impersonated him as a cover.
He killed Wilson because if Savaronoff was the second greatest chess master in the world, people would soon
realise that number Four was nothing like the chess player Savaronoff was. With number Four gone, the two
are back to square one again. Soon afterwards, Hastings is given a message that his wife has been kidnapped
in Argentina by the big Four, as well as another note saying that if he wants to see his wife again he must
follow a Chinese servant. He leaves four books on the table as a message for Poirot, and follows him to an
abandoned house in Chinatown and he is taken to an Arabian- like room. One of the Chinese servants tries to
make him write a letter in order to get Poirot and threaten him with death. He is eventually forced to write it to
Poirot and he is soon seen across the street. As Hastings is forced to beckon him into the house, a man from
Scotland Yard throws a drugged smoke bomb into the house, knocking everyone unconscious and Hastings is
saved. Hastings is not only greeted by Poirot, but by the fact that his wife has been safe for over three months
in a place Poirot set up. She gives one important point, that when he eats he always picks up a pice of bread
and dabs up the crumbs with it. She also promises to send him a photo of Darrell. Twenty minutes later Miss
Monro is hit by a car and killed, while number Four had taken her latch-key, gone into her flat and stolen the
photograph. Poirot, Hastings and Ingles meet with the home secretary and his client. Ingles leaves for China,
and Poirot reveals an odd fact- he has a twin brother. The two arrive home to a nurse who says that her
employer, Mr Templeton, often has gastric attacks after eating. When a sample of soup is tested and found to
contain antimony, they set off again. The two climb down the ivy and arrive at their flat. The two are caught
by a trap; a matchbox filled with a chemical explodes knocking Hastings unconscious and killing Poirot.
Another shock greets Hastings shortly after the funeral; John Ingles had fallen overboard on his boat to China,
but Hastings knew this to be murder, of none other than Claud Darrell, number Four himself.
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Chapter 9 : Want a Life-Coach? Try Hercule Poirot! | Sophie Hannah
Poirot, despite knowing how painful life can be, is an optimist. If he were a life-coach, he would certainly say, 'Give
yourself and others a second chance wherever possible.' 3.

She was played in this adaptation by actress Kika Markham. Like Poirot, the Countess Vera Rossakoff was a
refugee. She claimed she was of Russian nobility, but that claim was never verified. She was the only woman
to get the attention of Poirot: Despite appearing in only three stories, she still left quite an impression upon the
Belgian detective. They met for the first time during a jewel robbery. She was described as a "very charming
Russian lady, a member of the old regime". Poirot scoffed at this assessment of the Countess, saying: Countess
Vera Rossakoff was a somewhat disturbing personality. He comments with admiration: Mon Dieu, quelle
femme! Not a word of argument--of protestation, of bluff! I tell you, Hastings, a woman who can accept defeat
like that--with a careless smile--will go far! She says to him: Going by the name of Inez Veroneau, her identity
was that of secretary of a famous French chemist, a Madame Olivier. When Rossakoff encounters Poirot and
Hastings again, she expresses her dismay: Poirot surmises that the Countess is in fact an agent of the criminal
organization the Big Four. The Countess and Poirot share a few moments together, such as this picnic. Such
scenes have been added to the televised adaptation of the short story "The Double Clue". Some time after her
disappearance, the Countess finds Captain Hastings. She asks him, for his safety, to return to South America
because the Big Four requests it. She says to Hastings, "Do not try to have me arrested either, for that would
be stupid. You were always a little stupid--yes, yes, it is so. You are stupid now, when you persist in
disregarding the warning we sent you. Something in her very flamboyance attracted the little man. She was, he
was wont to declare in moments of enthusiasm, a woman in a thousand. Why did you mix yourself up in this?
You know the secret ways out of this retreat. I ask you, what is your price? Hastings was surprised she had a
son. Poirot explained that he had researched her family and found that she had child who was reported killed.
Poirot said he was prepared to play his trump card presenting to the Countess her lost son but he was also
genuinely happy to do it again speaking of his admiration for the Countess. Poirot had not seen the Countess
until twenty years later, in the London tube station at Piccadilly Circus. This meeting is recounted in the short
story "The Capture of Cerberus", collected with the other short stories that comprise The Labors of Hercules.
Descending on the escalator into the station, opposite direction of Poirot, was the Countess. She was described
as "a woman of full and flamboyant form; her luxuriant henna red hair crowned with a smal plastron of straw
to which was attached a positive platoon of brilliantly feathered little birds. Exotic-looking furs dripped from
her shoulders. Poirot immediately went down again into the station and rode the train to a few platforms
looking for her. Undeterred, Poirot asks his secretary Miss Lemon about "Hell". With her help, he finds out
that it is a new night club--"very much the rage at present". Determined to see Countess Rossakoff, he goes to
the club that evening. Poirot had never been able to rid himself of the fatal fascination the Countess held for
him". Poirot is reaquainted with the Countess that night, wearing a dazzling scarlet evening dress. He also
discovers that there is a drug racket going on in the night club. It combined a few of the short stories into one
episode, including "The Capture of Cerberus". In the adaptation, the Countess does not have a son; her
daughter is the psychologist from the short story. When asked by Poirot if the Countess knows that criminals
are to be found at her club, she responds to him while laughing: Do you not see that that is half the attraction
of this place? However, she tells Poirot that she had no idea that drugs are dealt in her club. Poirot reveals the
true culprit behind the drug ring, locates the hidden merchandise, and frees the Countess from being the
scapegoat. A week later, Poirot sends to the Countess red roses to congratulate her on the engagement of her
son to the daughter of his employer. Justifying the expense to his secretary Miss Lemon, Poirot started to
blush. This site is not endorsed by Agatha Christie Ltd.
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