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M. Roy Wilson, M.D., president of Wayne State University and chair of Association of American Medical Colleges Board
of Directors, called for reinstating the humanities in medical education and in medicine during his address at the Learn
Serve Lead annual meeting in Austin, Texas.

Secretary of State, Robert Lansing. In the note the German government announced a re-opened German policy
of unrestricted submarine warfare initially introduced and then rapidly abandoned in owing to U. In effect the
policy set in place a blockade of Britain and her European allies, to be applied to belligerent and neutral
shipping alike. The German government argued that such a policy was implemented only as an aggressive
form of defence. Let me remind the Congress that on the 18th of April last, in view of the sinking on the 24th
of March of the cross-channel steamship Sussex by a German submarine without summons or warning, and
the consequent loss of lives of several citizens of the United States who were passengers aboard her, this
Government addressed a note to the Imperial German Government, in which it made the following
declaration: If it is still the purpose of the Imperial German Government to prosecute relentless and
indiscriminate warfare against vessels of commerce by the use of submarines without regard to what the
Government of the United States must consider the sacred and indisputable rules of international law and the
universally recognized dictates of humanity, the Government of the United States is at last forced to the
conclusion that there is but one course it can pursue. Unless the Imperial Government should now
immediately declare and effect an abandonment of its present methods of submarine warfare against passenger
and freight carrying vessels, the Government of the United States can have no choice but to sever diplomatic
relations with the German Empire altogether. In reply to this declaration the Imperial German Government
gave this Government the following assurance: The German Government is prepared to do its utmost to
confine the operations of war for the rest of its duration to the fighting forces of the belligerents, thereby also
insuring the freedom of the seas, a principle upon which the German Government believes now, as before, to
be in agreement with the Government of the United States. The German Government, guided by this idea,
notifies the Government of the United States that the German naval forces have received the following orders:
In accordance with the general principles of visit and search and destruction of merchant vessels recognized
by international law, such vessels, both within and without the area declared a naval war zone, shall not be
sunk without warning and without saving human lives, unless these ships attempt to escape or offer resistance.
But [it added] neutrals cannot expect that Germany, forced to fight for her existence, shall, for the sake of
neutral interest, restrict the use of an effective weapon if her enemy is permitted to continue to apply at will
methods of warfare violating the rules of international law. Such a demand would be incompatible with the
character of neutrality, and the German Government is convinced that the Government of the United States
does not think of making such a demand, knowing that the Government of the United States has repeatedly
declared that it is determined to restore the principle of the freedom of the seas, from whatever quarter it has
been violated. To this the Government of the United States replied on the Sth of May, accepting, of course, the
assurance given, but adding: In order, however, to avoid any misunderstanding, the Government of the United
States notifies the Imperial Government that it cannot for a moment entertain, much less discuss, a suggestion
that respect by German naval authorities for the rights of citizens of the United States upon the high seas
should in any way or in the slightest degree be made contingent upon the conduct of any other Government,
affecting the rights of neutrals and non-combatants. Responsibility in such matters is single, not joint,
absolute, not relative. To this note of the 8th of May the Imperial German Government made no reply. On the
31st of January, the Wednesday of the present week, the German Ambassador handed to the Secretary of
State, along with a formal note, a memorandum which contained the following statement: Under these
circumstances, Germany will meet the illegal measures of her enemies by forcibly preventing, after February
1, , in a zone around Great Britain, France, Italy and in the Eastern Mediterranean, all navigation, that of
neutrals included, from and to England and from and to France, etc. All ships met within the zone will be
sunk. I have therefore directed the Secretary of State to announce to his Excellency the German Ambassador
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that all diplomatic relations between the United States and the German Empire are severed and that the
American Ambassador to Berlin will immediately be withdrawn; and, in accordance with this decision, to
hand to his Excellency his passports. Notwithstanding this unexpected action of the German Government, this
sudden and deplorable renunciation of its assurances, given this Government at one of the most critical
moments of tension in the relations of the two Governments, I refuse to believe that it is the intention of the
German authorities to do in fact what they have warned us they will feel at liberty to do. I cannot bring myself
to believe that they will indeed pay no regard to the ancient friendship between their people and our own or to
the solemn obligations which have been exchanged between them, and destroy American ships, and take the
lives of American citizens in the wilful prosecution of the ruthless naval program they have announced their
intention to adopt. Only actual overt acts on their part can make me believe it even now. If this inveterate
confidence on my part in the sobriety and prudent foresight of their purpose should unhappily prove
unfounded: I can do nothing less. I take it for granted that all neutral Governments will take the same course.
We do not desire any hostile conflict with the Imperial German Government. We are the sincere friends of the
German people, and earnestly desire to remain at peace with the Government which speaks for them. We shall
not believe that they are hostile to us unless and until we are obliged to believe it; and we purpose nothing
more than the reasonable defence of the undoubted rights of our people. We wish to serve no selfish ends. We
seek merely to stand true alike in thought and in action to the immemorial principles of our people, which I
have sought to express in my address to the Senate only two weeks ago-seek merely to vindicate our right to
liberty and justice and an unmolested life. These are the bases of peace, not war. God grant that we may not be
challenged to defend them by acts of wilful injustice on the part of the Government of Germany. Source
Records of the Great War, Vol.

Page 2

DOWNLOAD PDF PRESIDENT WILSONS ADDRESSES
Chapter 2 : First World www.nxgvision.com - Primary Documents - Peace Without Victory, 22 January
Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.

On 3 February , President Wilson addressed Congress to announce that diplomatic relations with Germany
were severed. Gentlemen of the Congress: I have called the Congress into extraordinary session because there
are serious, very serious, choices of policy to be made, and made immediately, which it was neither right nor
constitutionally permissible that I should assume the responsibility of making. On the 3d of February last I
officially laid before you the extraordinary announcement of the Imperial German Government that on and
after the 1st day of February it was its purpose to put aside all restraints of law or of humanity and use its
submarines to sink every vessel that sought to approach either the ports of Great Britain and Ireland or the
western coasts of Europe or any of the ports controlled by the enemies of Germany within the Mediterranean.
That had seemed to be the object of the German submarine warfare earlier in the war, but since April of last
year the Imperial Government had somewhat restrained the commanders of its undersea craft in conformity
with its promise then given to us that passenger boats should not be sunk and that due warning would be given
to all other vessels which its submarines might seek to destroy, when no resistance was offered or escape
attempted, and care taken that their crews were given at least a fair chance to save their lives in their open
boats. The precautions taken were meagre and haphazard enough, as was proved in distressing instance after
instance in the progress of the cruel and unmanly business, but a certain degree of restraint was observed The
new policy has swept every restriction aside. Vessels of every kind, whatever their flag, their character, their
cargo, their destination, their errand, have been ruthlessly sent to the bottom without warning and without
thought of help or mercy for those on board, the vessels of friendly neutrals along with those of belligerents.
Even hospital ships and ships carrying relief to the sorely bereaved and stricken people of Belgium, though the
latter were provided with safe-conduct through the proscribed areas by the German Government itself and
were distinguished by unmistakable marks of identity, have been sunk with the same reckless lack of
compassion or of principle. I was for a little while unable to believe that such things would in fact be done by
any government that had hitherto subscribed to the humane practices of civilized nations. International law
had its origin in the at tempt to set up some law which would be respected and observed upon the seas, where
no nation had right of dominion and where lay the free highways of the world. By painful stage after stage has
that law been built up, with meagre enough results, indeed, after all was accomplished that could be
accomplished, but always with a clear view, at least, of what the heart and conscience of mankind demanded.
This minimum of right the German Government has swept aside under the plea of retaliation and necessity
and because it had no weapons which it could use at sea except these which it is impossible to employ as it is
employing them without throwing to the winds all scruples of humanity or of respect for the understandings
that were supposed to underlie the intercourse of the world. I am not now thinking of the loss of property
involved, immense and serious as that is, but only of the wanton and wholesale destruction of the lives of
noncombatants, men, women, and children, engaged in pursuits which have always, even in the darkest
periods of modern history, been deemed innocent and legitimate. Property can be paid for; the lives of
peaceful and innocent people can not be. The present German submarine warfare against commerce is a
warfare against mankind. It is a war against all nations. American ships have been sunk, American lives taken,
in ways which it has stirred us very deeply to learn of, but the ships and people of other neutral and friendly
nations have been sunk and overwhelmed in the waters in the same way. There has been no discrimination.
The challenge is to all mankind. Each nation must decide for itself how it will meet it. The choice we make for
ourselves must be made with a moderation of counsel and a temperateness of judgment befitting our character
and our motives as a nation. We must put excited feeling away. Our motive will not be revenge or the
victorious assertion of the physical might of the nation, but only the vindication of right, of human right, of
which we are only a single champion. When I addressed the Congress on the 26th of February last, I thought
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that it would suffice to assert our neutral rights with arms, our right to use the seas against unlawful
interference, our right to keep our people safe against unlawful violence. But armed neutrality, it now appears,
is impracticable. Because submarines are in effect outlaws when used as the German submarines have been
used against merchant shipping, it is impossible to defend ships against their attacks as the law of nations has
assumed that merchantmen would defend themselves against privateers or cruisers, visible craft giving chase
upon the open sea. It is common prudence in such circumstances, grim necessity indeed, to endeavour to
destroy them before they have shown their own intention. They must be dealt with upon sight, if dealt with at
all. The German Government denies the right of neutrals to use arms at all within the areas of the sea which it
has proscribed, even in the defense of rights which no modern publicist has ever before questioned their right
to defend. The intimation is conveyed that the armed guards which we have placed on our merchant ships will
be treated as beyond the pale of law and subject to be dealt with as pirates would be. Armed neutrality is
ineffectual enough at best; in such circumstances and in the face of such pretensions it is worse than
ineffectual; it is likely only to produce what it was meant to prevent; it is practically certain to draw us into the
war without either the rights or the effectiveness of belligerents. There is one choice we can not make, we are
incapable of making: The wrongs against which we now array ourselves are no common wrongs; they cut to
the very roots of human life. With a profound sense of the solemn and even tragical character of the step I am
taking and of the grave responsibilities which it involves, but in unhesitating obedience to what I deem my
constitutional duty, I advise that the Congress declare the recent course of the Imperial German Government to
be in fact nothing less than war against the Government and people of the United States; that it formally
accept the status of belligerent which has thus been thrust upon it, and that it take immediate steps not only to
put the country in a more thorough state of defense but also to exert all its power and employ all its resources
to bring the Government of the German Empire to terms and end the war. What this will involve is clear. It
will involve the utmost practicable cooperation in counsel and action with the governments now at war with
Germany, and, as incident to that, the extension to those governments of the most liberal financial credits, in
order that our resources may so far as possible be added to theirs. It will involve the organization and
mobilization of all the material resources of the country to supply the materials of war and serve the incidental
needs of the nation in the most abundant and yet the most economical and efficient way possible. It will
involve the immediate addition to the armed forces of the United States already provided for by law in case of
war at least , men, who should, in my opinion, be chosen upon the principle of universal liability to service,
and also the authorization of subsequent additional increments of equal force so soon as they may be needed
and can be handled in training. It will involve also, of course, the granting of adequate credits to the
Government, sustained, I hope, so far as they can equitably be sustained by the present generation, by well
conceived taxation While we do these things, these deeply momentous things, let us be very clear, and make
very clear to all the world what our motives and our objects are. My own thought has not been driven from its
habitual and normal course by the unhappy events of the last two months, and I do not believe that the thought
of the nation has been altered or clouded by them I have exactly the same things in mind now that I had in
mind when I addressed the Senate on the 22d of January last; the same that I had in mind when I addressed the
Congress on the 3d of February and on the 26th of February. Our object now, as then, is to vindicate the
principles of peace and justice in the life of the world as against selfish and autocratic power and to set up
amongst the really free and self-governed peoples of the world such a concert of purpose and of action as will
henceforth ensure the observance of those principles. Neutrality is no longer feasible or desirable where the
peace of the world is involved and the freedom of its peoples, and the menace to that peace and freedom lies in
the existence of autocratic governments backed by organized force which is controlled wholly by their will,
not by the will of their people. We have seen the last of neutrality in such circumstances. We are at the
beginning of an age in which it will be insisted that the same standards of conduct and of responsibility for
wrong done shall be observed among nations and their governments that are observed among the individual
citizens of civilized states. We have no quarrel with the German people. We have no feeling towards them but
one of sympathy and friendship. It was not upon their impulse that their Government acted in entering this
war. It was not with their previous knowledge or approval. It was a war determined upon as wars used to be
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determined upon in the old, unhappy days when peoples were nowhere consulted by their rulers and wars were
provoked and waged in the interest of dynasties or of little groups of ambitious men who were accustomed to
use their fellow men as pawns and tools. Self-governed nations do not fill their neighbour states with spies or
set the course of intrigue to bring about some critical posture of affairs which will give them an opportunity to
strike and make conquest. Such designs can be successfully worked out only under cover and where no one
has the right to ask questions. Cunningly contrived plans of deception or aggression, carried, it may be, from
generation to generation, can be worked out and kept from the light only within the privacy of courts or behind
the carefully guarded confidences of a narrow and privileged class. A steadfast concert for peace can never be
maintained except by a partnership of democratic nations. No autocratic government could be trusted to keep
faith within it or observe its covenants. It must be a league of honour, a partnership of opinion. Intrigue would
eat its vitals away; the plottings of inner circles who could plan what they would and render account to no one
would be a corruption seated at its very heart. Only free peoples can hold their purpose and their honour
steady to a common end and prefer the interests of mankind to any narrow interest of their own. Does not
every American feel that assurance has been added to our hope for the future peace of the world by the
wonderful and heartening things that have been happening within the last few weeks in Russia? Russia was
known by those who knew it best to have been always in fact democratic at heart, in all the vital habits of her
thought, in all the intimate relationships of her people that spoke their natural instinct, their habitual attitude
towards life. The autocracy that crowned the summit of her political structure, long as it had stood and terrible
as was the reality of its power, was not in fact Russian in origin, character, or purpose; and now it has been
shaken off and the great, generous Russian people have been added in all their naive majesty and might to the
forces that are fighting for freedom in the world, for justice, and for peace. Here is a fit partner for a league of
honour. One of the things that has served to convince us that the Prussian autocracy was not and could never
be our friend is that from the very outset of the present war it has filled our unsuspecting communities and
even our offices of government with spies and set criminal intrigues everywhere afoot against our national
unity of counsel, our peace within and without our industries and our commerce. Indeed it is now evident that
its spies were here even before the war began; and it is unhappily not a matter of conjecture but a fact proved
in our courts of justice that the intrigues which have more than once come perilously near to disturbing the
peace and dislocating the industries of the country have been carried on at the instigation, with the support,
and even under the personal direction of official agents of the Imperial Government accredited to the
Government of the United States. Even in checking these things and trying to extirpate them we have sought
to put the most generous interpretation possible upon them because we knew that their source lay, not in any
hostile feeling or purpose of the German people towards us who were, no doubt, as ignorant of them as we
ourselves were , but only in the selfish designs of a Government that did what it pleased and told its people
nothing. But they have played their part in serving to convince us at last that that Government entertains no
real friendship for us and means to act against our peace and security at its convenience. We are accepting this
challenge of hostile purpose because we know that in such a government, following such methods, we can
never have a friend; and that in the presence of its organized power, always lying in wait to accomplish we
know not what purpose, there can be no assured security for the democratic governments of the world. We are
now about to accept gage of battle with this natural foe to liberty and shall, if necessary, spend the whole force
of the nation to check and nullify its pretensions and its power. We are glad, now that we see the facts with no
veil of false pretence about them, to fight thus for the ultimate peace of the world and for the liberation of its
peoples, the German peoples included: The world must be made safe for democracy. Its peace must be planted
upon the tested foundations of political liberty. We have no selfish ends to serve. We desire no conquest, no
dominion. We seek no indemnities for ourselves, no material compensation for the sacrifices we shall freely
make. We are but one of the champions of the rights of mankind. We shall be satisfied when those rights have
been made as secure as the faith and the freedom of nations can make them. Just because we fight without
rancour and without selfish object, seeking nothing for ourselves but what we shall wish to share with all free
peoples, we shall, I feel confident, conduct our operations as belligerents without passion and ourselves
observe with proud punctilio the principles of right and of fair play we profess to be fighting for. I have said
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nothing of the governments allied with the Imperial Government of Germany because they have not made war
upon us or challenged us to defend our right and our honour. The Austro-Hungarian Government has, indeed,
avowed its unqualified endorsement and acceptance of the reckless and lawless submarine warfare adopted
now without disguise by the Imperial German Government, and it has therefore not been possible for this
Government to receive Count Tarnowski, the Ambassador recently accredited to this Government by the
Imperial and Royal Government of Austria-Hungary; but that Government has not actually engaged in warfare
against citizens of the United States on the seas, and I take the liberty, for the present at least, of postponing a
discussion of our relations with the authorities at Vienna. We enter this war only where we are clearly forced
into it because there are no other means of defending our rights. It will be all the easier for us to conduct
ourselves as belligerents in a high spirit of right and fairness because we act without animus, not in enmity
towards a people or with the desire to bring any injury or disadvantage upon them, but only in armed
opposition to an irresponsible government which has thrown aside all considerations of humanity and of right
and is running amuck. We are, let me say again, the sincere friends of the German people, and shall desire
nothing so much as the early reestablishment of intimate relations of mutual advantage between us -- however
hard it may be for them, for the time being, to believe that this is spoken from our hearts. We have borne with
their present government through all these bitter months because of that friendship -- exercising a patience and
forbearance which would otherwise have been impossible. We shall, happily, still have an opportunity to
prove that friendship in our daily attitude and actions towards the millions of men and women of German birth
and native sympathy, who live amongst us and share our life, and we shall be proud to prove it towards all
who are in fact loyal to their neighbours and to the Government in the hour of test. They are, most of them, as
true and loyal Americans as if they had never known any other fealty or allegiance. They will be prompt to
stand with us in rebuking and restraining the few who may be of a different mind and purpose. If there should
be disloyalty, it will be dealt with with a firm hand of stern repression; but, if it lifts its head at all, it will lift it
only here and there and without countenance except from a lawless and malignant few. It is a distressing and
oppressive duty, gentlemen of the Congress, which I have performed in thus addressing you. There are, it may
be, many months of fiery trial and sacrifice ahead of us. It is a fearful thing to lead this great peaceful people
into war, into the most terrible and disastrous of all wars, civilization itself seeming to be in the balance. But
the right is more precious than peace, and we shall fight for the things which we have always carried nearest
our hearts -- for democracy, for the right of those who submit to authority to have a voice in their own
governments, for the rights and liberties of small nations, for a universal dominion of right by such a concert
of free peoples as shall bring peace and safety to all nations and make the world itself at last free. To such a
task we can dedicate our lives and our fortunes, everything that we are and everything that we have, with the
pride of those who know that the day has come when America is privileged to spend her blood and her might
for the principles that gave her birth and happiness and the peace which she has treasured. God helping her,
she can do no other.
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In a Special Session of Congress held on 2 April , President Wilson delivered this 'War Message.' Four days later,
Congress overwhelmingly passed the War Resolution which brought the United States into the Great War.

Early life Wilson c. His mother was born in Carlisle , England, the daughter of Rev. There his father grew up
and published a pro-tariff and anti-slavery newspaper, The Western Herald and Gazette. Joseph Wilson owned
slaves, defended slavery , and also set up a Sunday school for his slaves. Wilson would forever recall standing
for a moment at General Robert E. He became minister of the First Presbyterian Church in Augusta, Georgia ,
and the family lived there until , when Wilson was He later blamed the lack of schools. Wilson attended
Davidson College in North Carolina for the â€”74 school year, cut short by illness, then transferred as a
freshman to the College of New Jersey now Princeton University. He graduated in , a member of Phi Kappa
Psi fraternity. In his second year, he studied political philosophy and history, was active in the Whig literary
and debating society, and wrote for the Nassau Literary Review. While there, he enjoyed frequent trips to his
birthplace of Staunton. He visited with cousins, and fell in love with one, Hattie Woodrow, though his
affections were unrequited. After less than a year, he abandoned the practice to pursue his study of political
science and history. Both parents expressed concern over a potentially premature decision. He studied history,
political science and the German language. A Study in American Politics, [22] and received a Ph. While there
he met and fell in love with Ellen Louise Axson , the daughter of a minister from Savannah, Georgia ; he
proposed to her and they became engaged in Asheville. After graduation, she pursued portrait art and received
a medal for one of her works from the Paris International Exposition. She happily agreed to sacrifice further
independent artistic pursuits in order to keep her marriage commitment, and in she and Wilson married. He
next taught at Bryn Mawr College from until , teaching ancient Greek and Roman history; while there, he
refused offers from the universities of Michigan and Indiana. Their second child, Jessie, was born in August
Both parties claimed contract violations and the matter subsided. Wilson favored a parliamentary system for
the United States and in the early s wrote, "I ask you to put this question to yourselves, should we not draw the
Executive and Legislature closer together? Should we not, on the one hand, give the individual leaders of
opinion in Congress a better chance to have an intimate party in determining who should be president, and the
president, on the other hand, a better chance to approve himself a statesman, and his advisers capable men of
affairs, in the guidance of Congress. He critically described the United States government, with frequent
negative comparisons to Westminster. Critics contended the book was written without the benefit of the author
observing any operational aspect of the U. Congress, and supporters asserted the work was the product of the
imagination of a future statesman. The book reflected the greater power of the legislature, relative to the
executive, during the post-bellum period. His third book, entitled Division and Reunion, was published in and
considered an outstanding contribution to American historical writing. If government behaved badly, Wilson
queried, "How is the schoolmaster, the nation, to know which boy needs the whipping? These petty barons,
some of them not a little powerful, but none of them within reach [of] the full powers of rule, may at will
exercise an almost despotic sway within their own shires, and may sometimes threaten to convulse even the
realm itself. Wilson also hoped that the parties could be reorganized along ideological, not geographic, lines.
He wrote, "Eight words contain the sum of the present degradation of our political parties: No leaders, no
principles; no principles, no parties. Saunders, seemed to indicate that Wilson "was laying the groundwork for
the modern welfare state. He thought such attitudes represented the requirements of smaller countries and
populations. By his day, he thought, "it is getting to be harder to run a constitution than to frame one. By
contrast, he thought the United States required greater compromise because of the diversity of public opinion
and the difficulty of forming a majority opinion; thus practical reform of the government was necessarily
slow. Yet Wilson insisted that "administration lies outside the proper sphere of politics" [58] and that "general
laws which direct these things to be done are as obviously outside of and above administration. Such a line of
demarcation is intended to focus responsibility for actions taken on the people or persons in charge. As Wilson
put it, "public attention must be easily directed, in each case of good or bad administration, to just the man
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deserving of praise or blame. There is no danger in power, if only it be not irresponsible. If it be divided, dealt
out in share to many, it is obscured". President of Princeton University See also: The Princeton trustees
promoted Professor Wilson to president in June , replacing Francis Landey Patton , whom the trustees
perceived to be an inefficient administrator. The curriculum guidelines he developed proved important
progressive innovations in the field of higher education. Students were to meet for these in groups of six with
preceptors, followed by two years of concentration in a selected major. Wilson aspired, as he told alumni, "to
transform thoughtless boys performing tasks into thinking men". Modern medical opinion surmises Wilson
had suffered a strokeâ€”he later was diagnosed, as his father had been, with hardening of the arteries. He took
a vacation in Bermuda to convalesce. Their visits together became a regular occurrence on his return. Wilson
in his letters home to Ellen openly related these gatherings as well his other social events. According to
biographer August Heckscher , Ellen could sense a problem. It became the topic of frank discussion between
them. Wilson historians have not conclusively established there was an affair; but Wilson did on one occasion
write a musing in shorthandâ€”on the reverse side of a draft for an editorial: He proposed moving the students
into colleges, also known as quadrangles. Wilson persisted, saying that giving in "would be to temporize with
evil". Wilson wanted to integrate a proposed graduate school building into the campus core, while West
preferred a more distant campus site. From its outset, Wilson became disenchanted with resistance to his
recommendations at Princeton; he ruminated on future political leadership. Prior to the Democratic
presidential nominating convention in , Wilson had dropped hints to some influential players in the
Democratic Party of his interest in the ticket. While he had no real expectations of being placed on the ticket,
he did leave instructions that he should not be offered the vice presidential nomination. He then left for a
vacation in Scotland. Party regulars considered his ideas politically as well as geographically detached and
fanciful, but the seeds had been sown. Senator James Smith, Jr. Ross, and Richard V. The bosses had chosen
their man, but his nomination was not a givenâ€”many, including organized labor, felt Wilson was an
inexperienced newcomer. He submitted his letter of resignation to Princeton on October Lewis , the State
Commissioner of Banking and Insurance. Wilson quickly shed his professorial style for more emboldened
speechmaking and presented himself as a full-fledged progressive. He attributed the success of Wilson and
others against the Taft Republicans in in part to the emergent national progressive message enunciated by
Theodore Roosevelt after his presidency. When Martine won the seat, Wilson had positioned himself as a new
force in the party in the state. The Geran bill, drafted by Elmer H. Geran, expanded public participation in
primaries for all offices including party officials and delegates; it was thus directed at the power of the
political bosses. It passed the state assembly, albeit by a narrow margin. Free dental clinics were established, a
"comprehensive and scientific" poor law was enacted, and the usage of common drinking cups was prohibited.
Trained nursing was also standardized, while contract labor in all reformatories and prisons was abolished, an
indeterminate sentence act was passed, and regulation of weights and measures was carried out. Contract labor
in penal institutions was abolished. In addition, a law was passed extending the civil service "to employees of
the State, counties, and municipalities," [87] labor by women and children was limited, and oversight of
factory working conditions was strengthened. In March , Wilson committed himself to try for the Democratic
nomination for President when he spoke at an Atlanta meeting of the Southern Commercial Congress;
afterwards he said: The establishment of rapport with Bryan, the most recent standard-bearer of the party, was
a success. Wilson began a public campaign for the nomination in the South, with a speech to the Pewter
Platter Club in Norfolk, Virginia. While he was received enthusiastically, the speech, reformist in nature, was
considered provocative and radical by the conservative audience, making the visit on the whole less than
positive. Wilson managed to maneuver through the complexities of local politics. For example, in Tennessee
the Democratic Party was divided over Prohibition ; Wilson was progressive and sober, but not dry, and
appealed to both sides. They united behind him to win the presidential election in the state, but divided over
state politics and lost the gubernatorial election. McCombs , who helped Wilson win the governorship, served
as convention chairman. The Republicans had set the stage a week earlier at their convention, nominating
incumbent William Howard Taft, with Theodore Roosevelt leaving to launch an independent campaign which
would split the party vote. His assistant Tumulty "nearly collapsed" under the strain. The leading contender
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was House Speaker Champ Clark , a prominent progressive, strongest in the border states. Publisher William
Randolph Hearst , a leader of the left wing of the party, supported Clark. William Jennings Bryan, the
nominee in , and , played a critical role in his declared opposition to any candidate supported by "the
financiers of Wall Street". Marshall as his running mate. In order to further embolden Democrats, especially in
New Jersey and New York, Wilson set out to ensure the defeat of local incumbent candidates supported by
political machines: He succeeded in both of these efforts and thereby weakened arguments that party control
resided with political bosses. His oratory style was, "right out of my mind as it is working at the time". He
maintained towards his primary opponent Roosevelt a tone of humorous detachment, describing the Bull
Moose party as "the irregular Republicans, the variegated Republicans". Wilson shunned the stump speech
campaign routine, and initially was reluctant to conduct an extensive campaign tour, but this changed after
Roosevelt went on the offensive. Brandeis , who promoted the concept that corporate trusts be regulated by the
government. His campaign increased its focus upon the elimination of monopoly in all forms.
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Chapter 4 : Editions of President Wilson's Addresses by Woodrow Wilson
Woodrow Wilson, a leader of the Progressive Movement, was the 28th President of the United States (). After a policy of
neutrality at the outbreak of World War I, Wilson led America into.

President Woodrow Wilson addressed the Senate on 22 January - a little more than two months before the U.
Sponsored Links His hopes disappointed he addressed the U. Congress on 2 April to request permission to
declare war upon Germany; war was duly declared four days later. Address of President Woodrow Wilson to
the U. Senate 22 January Gentlemen of the Senate: On the 18th of December last, I addressed an identical note
to the governments of the nations now at war requesting them to state, more definitely than they had yet been
stated by either group of belligerents, the terms upon which they would deem it possible to make peace. I
spoke on behalf of humanity and of the rights of all neutral nations like our own, many of whose most vital
interests the war puts in constant jeopardy. The Central Powers united in a reply which state merely that they
were ready to meet their antagonists in conference to discuss terms of peace. The Entente powers have replied
much more definitely and have stated, in general terms, indeed, but with sufficient definiteness to imply
details, the arrangements, guarantees, and acts of reparation which they deem to be the indispensable
conditions of a satisfactory settlement. We are that much nearer a definite discussion of the peace which shall
end the present war. We are that much nearer the definite discussion of the international concert which must
thereafter hold the world at peace. In every discussion of peace that must end this war, it is taken for granted
that the peace must be followed by some definite concert of power which will make it virtually impossible that
any such catastrophe should ever overwhelm us again. Every love of mankind, every sane and thoughtful man
must take that for granted. I have sought this opportunity to address you because I thought that I owed it to
you, as the counsel associated with me in the final determination of our international obligations, to disclose to
you without reserve the thought and purpose that have been taking form in my mind in regard to the duty of
our Government in the days to come when it will be necessary to lay afresh and upon a new plan the
foundations of peace among the nations. It is inconceivable that the people of the United States should play no
part in that great enterprise. To take part in such a service will be the opportunity for which they have sought
to prepare themselves by the very principles and purposes of their polity and the approved practices of their
government ever since the days when they set up a new nation in the high and honourable hope that it might,
in all that it was and did, show mankind the way to liberty. They cannot in honour withhold the service to
which they are now about to be challenged. They do not wish to withhold it. But they owe it to themselves and
to the other nations of the world to state the conditions under which they will feel free to render it. That
service is nothing less than this, to add their authority and their power to the authority and force of other
nations to guarantee peace and justice throughout the world. Such a settlement cannot now be long postponed.
It is right that before it comes this Government should frankly formulate the conditions upon which it would
feel justified in asking our people to approve its formal and solemn adherence to a League for Peace. I am here
to attempt to state those conditions. The present war must first be ended; but we owe it to candour and to a just
regard for the opinion of mankind to say that, so far as our participation in guarantees of future peace is
concerned, it makes a great deal of difference in what way and upon what terms it is ended. The treaties and
agreements which bring it to an end must embody terms which will create a peace that is worth guaranteeing
and preserving, a peace that will win the approval of mankind, not merely a peace that will serve the several
interests and immediate aims of the nations engaged. No covenant of cooperative peace that does not include
the peoples of the New World can suffice to keep the future safe against war; and yet there is only one sort of
peace that the peoples of America could join in guaranteeing. The elements of that peace must be elements
that engage the confidence and satisfy the principles of the American governments, elements consistent with
their political faith and with the practical convictions which the peoples of America have once for all
embraced and undertaken to defend. I do not mean to say that any American government would throw any
obstacle in the way of any terms of peace the governments now at war might agree upon or seek to upset them
when made, whatever they might be. I only take it for granted that mere terms of peace between the
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belligerents will not satisfy even the belligerents themselves. Mere agreements may not make peace secure. It
will be absolutely necessary that a force be created as a guarantor of the permanency of the settlement so much
greater than the force of any nation now engaged or any alliance hitherto formed or projected that no nation,
no probable combination of nations could face or withstand it. If the peace presently to be made is to endure, it
must be a peace made secure by the organized major force of mankind. The terms of the immediate peace
agreed upon will determine whether it is a peace for which such a guarantee can be secured. The question
upon which the whole future peace and policy of the world depends is this: Is the present war a struggle for a
just and secure peace, or only for a new balance of power? If it be only a struggle for a new balance of power,
who will guarantee, who can guarantee the stable equilibrium of the new arrangement? Only a tranquil Europe
can be a stable Europe. There must be, not a balance of power, but a community of power; not organized
rivalries, but an organized common peace. Fortunately we have received very explicit assurances on this point.
The statesmen of both of the groups of nations now arrayed against one another have said, in terms that could
not be misinterpreted, that it was no part of the purpose they had in mind to crush their antagonists. But the
implications of these assurances may not be equally clear to all-may not be the same on both sides of the
water. I think it will be serviceable if I attempt to set forth what we understand them to be. They imply, first of
all, that it must be a peace without victory. It is not pleasant to say this. I beg that I may be permitted to put my
own interpretation upon it and that it may be understood that no other interpretation was in my thought. I am
seeking only to face realities and to face them without soft concealments. It would be accepted in humiliation,
under duress, at an intolerable sacrifice, and would leave a sting, a resentment, a bitter memory upon which
terms of peace would rest, not permanently, but only as upon quicksand. Only a peace between equals can last.
Only a peace the very principle of which is equality and a common participation in a common benefit. The
right state of mind, the right feeling between nations, is as necessary for a lasting peace as is the just
settlement of vexed questions of territory or of racial and national allegiance. The equality of nations upon
which peace must be founded if it is to last must be an equality of rights; the guarantees exchanged must
neither recognize nor imply a difference between big nations and small, between those that are powerful and
those that are weak. Right must be based upon the common strength, not upon the individual strength, of the
nations upon whose concert peace will depend. Equality of territory or of resources there of course cannot be;
nor any sort of equality not gained in the ordinary peaceful and legitimate development of the peoples
themselves. But no one asks or expects anything more than an equality of rights. Mankind is looking now for
freedom of life, not for equipoises of power. And there is a deeper thing involved than even equality of right
among organized nations. No peace can last, or ought to last, which does not recognize and accept the
principle that governments derive all their just powers from the consent of the governed, and that no right
anywhere exists to hand peoples about from sovereignty to sovereignty as if they were property. I take it for
granted, for instance, if I may venture upon a single example, that statesmen everywhere are agreed that there
should be a united, independent, and autonomous Poland, and that henceforth inviolable security of life, of
worship, and of industrial and social development should be guaranteed to all peoples who have lived hitherto
under the power of governments devoted to a faith and purpose hostile to their own. I speak of this, not
because of any desire to exalt an abstract political principle which has always been held very dear by those
who have sought to build up liberty in America but for the same reason that I have spoken of the other
conditions of peace which seem to me clearly indispensable-because I wish frankly to uncover realities. Any
peace which does not recognize and accept this principle will inevitably be upset. It will not rest upon the
affections or the convictions of mankind. The ferment of spirit of whole populations will fight subtly and
constantly against it, and all the world will sympathize. The world can be at peace only if its life is stable, and
there can be no stability where the will is in rebellion, where there is not tranquillity of spirit and a sense of
justice, of freedom, and of right. So far as practicable, moreover, every great people now struggling towards a
full development of its resources and of its powers should be assured a direct outlet to the great highways of
the sea. Where this cannot be done by the cession of territory, it can no doubt be done by the neutralization of
direct rights of way under the general guarantee which will assure the peace itself. And the paths of the sea
must alike in law and in fact be free. The freedom of the seas is the sine qua non of peace, equality, and
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cooperation. No doubt a somewhat radical reconsideration of many of the rules of international practice
hitherto thought to be established may be necessary in order to make the seas indeed free and common in
practically all circumstances for the use of mankind, but the motive for such changes is convincing and
compelling. There can be no trust or intimacy between the peoples of the world without them. The free,
constant, unthreatened intercourse of nations is an essential part of the process of peace and of development. It
need not be difficult either to define or to secure the freedom of the seas if the governments of the world
sincerely desire to come to an agreement concerning it. It is a problem closely connected with the limitation of
naval armaments and the cooperation of the navies of the world in keeping the seas at once free and safe. And
the question of limiting naval armaments opens the wider and perhaps more difficult question of the limitation
of armies and of all programs of military preparation. Difficult and delicate as these questions are, they must
be faced with the utmost candour and decided in a spirit of real accommodation if peace is to come with
healing in its wings, and come to stay. Peace cannot be had without concession and sacrifice. There can be no
sense of safety and equality among the nations if great preponderating armaments are henceforth to continue
here and there to be built up and maintained. The statesmen of the world must plan for peace and nations must
adjust and accommodate their policy to it as they have planned for war and made ready for pitiless contest and
rivalry. The question of armaments, whether on land or sea, is the most immediately and intensely practical
question connected with the future fortunes of nations and of mankind. Perhaps I am the only person in high
authority amongst all the peoples of the world who is at liberty to speak and hold nothing back. I am speaking
as an individual, and yet I am speaking also, of course, as the responsible head of a great government, and I
feel confident that I have said what the people of the United States would wish me to say. May I not add that I
hope and believe that I am in effect speaking for liberals and friends of humanity in every nation and of every
program of liberty? I would fain believe that I am speaking for the silent mass of mankind everywhere who
have as yet had no place or opportunity to speak their real hearts out concerning the death and ruin they see to
have come already upon the persons and the homes they hold most dear. And in holding out the expectation
that the people and government of the United States will join the other civilized nations of the world in
guaranteeing the permanence of peace upon such terms as I have named I speak with the greater boldness and
confidence because it is clear to every man who can think that there is in this promise no breach in either our
traditions or our policy as a nation, but a fulfilment, rather, of all that we have professed or striven for. I am
proposing, as it were, that the nations should with one accord adopt the doctrine of President Monroe as the
doctrine of the world: I am proposing that all nations henceforth avoid entangling alliances which would draw
them into competitions of power; catch them in a net of intrigue and selfish rivalry, and disturb their own
affairs with influences intruded from without. There is no entangling alliance in a concert of power. When all
unite to act in the same sense and with the same purpose all act in the common interest and are free to live
their own lives under a common protection. I am proposing government by the consent of the governed; that
freedom of the seas which in international conference after conference representatives of the United States
have urged with the eloquence of those who are the convinced disciples of liberty; and that moderation of
armaments which makes of armies and navies a power for order merely, not an instrument of aggression or of
selfish violence. These are American principles, American policies. We could stand for no others. And they
are also the principles and policies of forward looking men and women everywhere, of every modern nation,
of every enlightened community. They are the principles of mankind and must prevail.
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Chapter 5 : President Wilson's Fourteen Points - World War I Document Archive
Woodrow Wilson (), the 28th U.S. president, served in office from to and led America through World War I (). An
advocate for democracy and world peace, Wilson is often.

Once more, as repeatedly before, the spokesmen of the Central Empires have indicated their desire to discuss
the objects of the war and the possible basis of a general peace. Parleys have been in progress at Brest-Litovsk
between Russsian representatives and representatives of the Central Powers to which the attention of all the
belligerents have been invited for the purpose of ascertaining whether it may be possible to extend these
parleys into a general conference with regard to terms of peace and settlement. The Russian representatives
presented not only a perfectly definite statement of the principles upon which they would be willing to
conclude peace but also an equally definite program of the concrete application of those principles. The
representatives of the Central Powers, on their part, presented an outline of settlement which, if much less
definite, seemed susceptible of liberal interpretation until their specific program of practical terms was added.
That program proposed no concessions at all either to the sovereignty of Russia or to the preferences of the
populations with whose fortunes it dealt, but meant, in a word, that the Central Empires were to keep every
foot of territory their armed forces had occupied -- every province, every city, every point of vantage -- as a
permanent addition to their territories and their power. The negotiations have been broken off. The Russian
representatives were sincere and in earnest. They cannot entertain such proposals of conquest and domination.
The whole incident is full of significances. It is also full of perplexity. With whom are the Russian
representatives dealing? For whom are the representatives of the Central Empires speaking? Are they speaking
for the majorities of their respective parliaments or for the minority parties, that military and imperialistic
minority which has so far dominated their whole policy and controlled the affairs of Turkey and of the Balkan
states which have felt obliged to become their associates in this war? The Russian representatives have
insisted, very justly, very wisely, and in the true spirit of modern democracy, that the conferences they have
been holding with the Teutonic and Turkish statesmen should be held within open, not closed, doors, and all
the world has been audience, as was desired. To whom have we been listening, then? To those who speak the
spirit and intention of the resolutions of the German Reichstag of the 9th of July last, the spirit and intention of
the Liberal leaders and parties of Germany, or to those who resist and defy that spirit and intention and insist
upon conquest and subjugation? Or are we listening, in fact, to both, unreconciled and in open and hopeless
contradiction? These are very serious and pregnant questions. Upon the answer to them depends the peace of
the world. But, whatever the results of the parleys at Brest-Litovsk, whatever the confusions of counsel and of
purpose in the utterances of the spokesmen of the Central Empires, they have again attempted to acquaint the
world with their objects in the war and have again challenged their adversaries to say what their objects are
and what sort of settlement they would deem just and satisfactory. There is no good reason why that challenge
should not be responded to, and responded to with the utmost candor. We did not wait for it. Not once, but
again and again, we have laid our whole thought and purpose before the world, not in general terms only, but
each time with sufficient definition to make it clear what sort of definite terms of settlement must necessarily
spring out of them. Within the last week Mr. Lloyd George has spoken with admirable candor and in
admirable spirit for the people and Government of Great Britain. There is no confusion of counsel among the
adversaries of the Central Powers, no uncertainty of principle, no vagueness of detail. The only secrecy of
counsel, the only lack of fearless frankness, the only failure to make definite statement of the objects of the
war, lies with Germany and her allies. The issues of life and death hang upon these definitions. No statesman
who has the least conception of his responsibility ought for a moment to permit himself to continue this
tragical and appalling outpouring of blood and treasure unless he is sure beyond a peradventure that the
objects of the vital sacrifice are part and parcel of the very life of Society and that the people for whom he
speaks think them right and imperative as he does. There is, moreover, a voice calling for these definitions of
principle and of purpose which is, it seems to me, more thrilling and more compelling than any of the many
moving voices with which the troubled air of the world is filled. It is the voice of the Russian people. They are
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prostrate and all but hopeless, it would seem, before the grim power of Germany, which has hitherto known no
relenting and no pity. Their power, apparently, is shattered. And yet their soul is not subservient. They will not
yield either in principle or in action. Their conception of what is right, of what is humane and honorable for
them to accept, has been stated with a frankness, a largeness of view, a generosity of spirit, and a universal
human sympathy which must challenge the admiration of every friend of mankind; and they have refused to
compound their ideals or desert others that they themselves may be safe. They call to us to say what it is that
we desire, in what, if in anything, our purpose and our spirit differ from theirs; and I believe that the people of
the United States would wish me to respond, with utter simplicity and frankness. Whether their present leaders
believe it or not, it is our heartfelt desire and hope that some way may be opened whereby we may be
privileged to assist the people of Russia to attain their utmost hope of liberty and ordered peace. It will be our
wish and purpose that the processes of peace, when they are begun, shall be absolutely open and that they shall
involve and permit henceforth no secret understandings of any kind. The day of conquest and aggrandizement
is gone by; so is also the day of secret covenants entered into in the interest of particular governments and
likely at some unlooked-for moment to upset the peace of the world. It is this happy fact, now clear to the
view of every public man whose thoughts do not still linger in an age that is dead and gone, which makes it
possible for every nation whose purposes are consistent with justice and the peace of the world to avow nor or
at any other time the objects it has in view. We entered this war because violations of right had occurred which
touched us to the quick and made the life of our own people impossible unless they were corrected and the
world secure once for all against their recurrence. What we demand in this war, therefore, is nothing peculiar
to ourselves. It is that the world be made fit and safe to live in; and particularly that it be made safe for every
peace-loving nation which, like our own, wishes to live its own life, determine its own institutions, be assured
of justice and fair dealing by the other peoples of the world as against force and selfish aggression. All the
peoples of the world are in effect partners in this interest, and for our own part we see very clearly that unless
justice be done to others it will not be done to us. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which
there shall be no private international understandings of any kind but diplomacy shall proceed always frankly
and in the public view. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, alike in peace
and in war, except as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by international action for the enforcement of
international covenants. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the establishment of an
equality of trade conditions among all the nations consenting to the peace and associating themselves for its
maintenance. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be reduced to the lowest
point consistent with domestic safety. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial
claims, based upon a strict observance of the principle that in determining all such questions of sovereignty the
interests of the populations concerned must have equal weight with the equitable claims of the government
whose title is to be determined. The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settlement of all questions
affecting Russia as will secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations of the world in obtaining for
her an unhampered and unembarrassed opportunity for the independent determination of her own political
development and national policy and assure her of a sincere welcome into the society of free nations under
institutions of her own choosing; and, more than a welcome, assistance also of every kind that she may need
and may herself desire. The treatment accorded Russia by her sister nations in the months to come will be the
acid test of their good will, of their comprehension of her needs as distinguished from their own interests, and
of their intelligent and unselfish sympathy. Belgium, the whole world will agree, must be evacuated and
restored, without any attempt to limit the sovereignty which she enjoys in common with all other free nations.
No other single act will serve as this will serve to restore confidence among the nations in the laws which they
have themselves set and determined for the government of their relations with one another. Without this
healing act the whole structure and validity of international law is forever impaired. All French territory
should be freed and the invaded portions restored, and the wrong done to France by Prussia in in the matter of
Alsace-Lorraine, which has unsettled the peace of the world for nearly fifty years, should be righted, in order
that peace may once more be made secure in the interest of all. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should
be effected along clearly recognizable lines of nationality. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place
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among the nations we wish to see safeguarded and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity to
autonomous development. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated; occupied territories
restored; Serbia accorded free and secure access to the sea; and the relations of the several Balkan states to one
another determined by friendly counsel along historically established lines of allegiance and nationality; and
international guarantees of the political and economic independence and territorial integrity of the several
Balkan states should be entered into. The Turkish portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a
secure sovereignty, but the other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should be assured an
undoubted security of life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous development, and the
Dardanelles should be permanently opened as a free passage to the ships and commerce of all nations under
international guarantees. An independent Polish state should be erected which should include the territories
inhabited by indisputably Polish populations, which should be assured a free and secure access to the sea, and
whose political and economic independence and territorial integrity should be guaranteed by international
covenant. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose of
affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small states alike. In
regard to these essential rectifications of wrong and assertions of right we feel ourselves to be intimate
partners of all the governments and peoples associated together against the Imperialists. We cannot be
separated in interest or divided in purpose. We stand together until the end. For such arrangements and
covenants we are willing to fight and to continue to fight until they are achieved; but only because we wish the
right to prevail and desire a just and stable peace such as can be secured only by removing the chief
provocations to war, which this program does remove. We have no jealousy of German greatness, and there is
nothing in this program that impairs it. We grudge her no achievement or distinction of learning or of pacific
enterprise such as have made her record very bright and very enviable. We do not wish to injure her or to
block in any way her legitimate influence or power. We do not wish to fight her either with arms or with
hostile arrangements of trade if she is willing to associate herself with us and the other peace- loving nations
of the world in covenants of justice and law and fair dealing. We wish her only to accept a place of equality
among the peoples of the world, -- the new world in which we now live, -- instead of a place of mastery.
Neither do we presume to suggest to her any alteration or modification of her institutions. But it is necessary,
we must frankly say, and necessary as a preliminary to any intelligent dealings with her on our part, that we
should know whom her spokesmen speak for when they speak to us, whether for the Reichstag majority or for
the military party and the men whose creed is imperial domination. We have spoken now, surely, in terms too
concrete to admit of any further doubt or question. An evident principle runs through the whole program I
have outlined. It is the principle of justice to all peoples and nationalities, and their right to live on equal terms
of liberty and safety with one another, whether they be strong or weak. Unless this principle be made its
foundation no part of the structure of international justice can stand. The people of the United States could act
upon no other principle; and to the vindication of this principle they are ready to devote their lives, their
honor, and everything they possess. The moral climax of this the culminating and final war for human liberty
has come, and they are ready to put their own strength, their own highest purpose, their own integrity and
devotion to the test.
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Chapter 6 : Wilson's War Message to Congress - World War I Document Archive
Editor's Note: Happy Independence Day! On July 4, , President Woodrow Wilson gave the following Independence Day
speech.. Mr. Chairman and Fellow-Citizens: We are assembled to celebrate the one hundred and thirty-eighth
anniversary of the birth of the United States.

Visit Website Did you know? Woodrow Wilson, who had an esteemed career as an academic and university
president before entering politics, did not learn to read until he was 10, likely due to dyslexia. Wilson
graduated from Princeton University then called the College of New Jersey in and went on to attend law
school at the University of Virginia. After briefly practicing law in Atlanta, Georgia, he received a Ph. Wilson
remains the only U. He taught at Bryn Mawr College and Wesleyan College before being hired by Princeton
in as a professor of jurisprudence and politics. From to , Wilson was president of Princeton, where he
developed a national reputation for his educational reform policies. In , the Democrats nominated Wilson for
president, selecting Thomas Marshall , the governor of Indiana , as his vice presidential running mate. The
Republican Party split over their choice for a presidential candidate: Conservative Republicans re-nominated
President William Taft , while the progressive wing broke off to form the Progressive or Bull Moose Party and
nominated Theodore Roosevelt , who had served as president from to With the Republicans divided, Wilson,
who campaigned on a platform of liberal reform, won electoral votes, compared to 88 for Roosevelt and eight
for Taft. He garnered nearly 42 percent of the popular vote; Roosevelt came in second place with more than 27
percent of the popular vote. He was the last American president to travel to his inauguration ceremony in a
horse-drawn carriage. Once in the White House , Wilson achieved significant progressive reform. Congress
passed the Underwood-Simmons Act, which reduced the tariff on imports and imposed a new federal income
tax. Other accomplishments included child labor laws, an eight-hour day for railroad workers and government
loans to farmers. Additionally, Wilson nominated the first Jewish person to the U. Supreme Court , Louis
Brandeis , who was confirmed by the Senate in On May 7, , a German submarine torpedoed and sank the
British ocean liner Lusitania , killing more than 1, people including Americans. Wilson continued to maintain
U. Although the president had advocated for peace during the initial years of the war, in early German
submarines launched unrestricted submarine attacks against U. Around the same time, the United States
learned about the Zimmerman Telegram, in which Germany tried to persuade Mexico to enter into an alliance
against America. The agreement included the charter for the League of Nations , an organization intended to
arbitrate international disputes and prevent future wars. Wilson had initially advanced the idea for the League
in a January speech to the U. In September of that year, the president embarked on a cross-country speaking
tour to promote his ideas for the League directly to the American people. On the night of September 25, on a
train bound for Wichita, Kansas , Wilson collapsed from mental and physical stress, and the rest of his tour
was cancelled. On October 2, he suffered a stroke that left him partially paralyzed. Both times it failed to gain
the two-thirds vote required for ratification. The League of Nations held its first meeting in January ; the
United States never joined the organization. The era of Prohibition was ushered in on January 17, , when the
18th Amendment, banning the manufacture, sale and transportation of alcohol, went into effect following its
ratification one year earlier. In , Wilson vetoed the National Prohibition Act or Volstead Act , designed to
enforce the 18th Amendment; however, his veto was overridden by Congress. Prohibition lasted until , when it
was repealed by the 21st Amendment. Also in , American women gained the right to vote when the 19th
Amendment became law that August; Wilson had pushed Congress to pass the amendment. He and a partner
established a law firm, but poor health prevented the president from ever doing any serious work. Wilson died
at his home on February 3, , at age Start your free trial today.
Chapter 7 : Welcome to www.nxgvision.com
First Inaugural Address Tuesday, March 4, The election of produced a Democratic victory over the split vote for
President Taft's Republican ticket and Theodore Roosevelt's Progressive Party.
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Chapter 8 : President Wilsonâ€™s address at AAMC: â€˜Be good to medicineâ€™ Â« News
The world must be made safe for democracy, U.S. President Woodrow Wilson proclaims on this day in , as he appears
before Congress to ask for a declaration of war against Germany. The first.

Chapter 9 : Woodrow Wilson asks U.S. Congress for declaration of war - HISTORY
President Woodrow Wilson Vice President Thomas R. Marshall The first inauguration of Woodrow Wilson as the 28th
President of the United States was held on Tuesday, March 4, , at the east portico of the United States Capitol in
Washington, D.C.
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