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January is upon us and the phones are starting to ring. It happens every year in our divorce law practice.
Contributors control their own work and posted freely to our site. If you need to flag this entry as abusive,
send us an email. Since I began my divorce law practice decades ago, it has never changed. It is like a
department store having a sale. People are lining up on the phone to speak with an attorney and make an
appointment to get started. I am not totally sure what it is all about. Did the husband not pay attention to the
hints dropped about that perfect Christmas present? I am sure that it is much more than that. Did he get caught
kissing the wrong person under the mistletoe? A friend of mine told me once that the reason men have affairs
is that they have just come to realize that they are going to die someday. It is sort of an analysis of what you
want the rest of your life to look like. People take time during the holidays to pause and reflect. They take
more days off work around the holidays and they exchange thoughts with friends. This can lead to that
lifestyle analysis. Holidays tend to make us think of hearth and home and warm feelings, which we may not be
experiencing in our own current domestic situation and may want a chance to rekindle. If the relationship has
gone dark, you may be looking to light the spark somewhere else. There was only one January in my long
career when the phones here did not ring off the hook. That was in at the beginning of the recession. My guess
is that there were a lot of dissatisfied people that January, too. I can tell you that the recession must be over
because, since then, the January phone stampede has been consistent each year. I guess it is not all bad. I also
heard that more people get engaged over the holidays than any other time of the year as well. Coming into or
going out of a relationship, it seems that there is something about the end of the holiday season to crank up the
process. I hope that you all find the peace and happiness you are seeking. To learn more about divorce or
family law, contact Stann here.
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Feb 27, , The predominance of cash in the economy makes it possible for the people to evade their taxes.
When too many people evade taxes, the burden of their share falls on those who are honest and compliant.
People who have been honest by following the law and declaring their true income are penalised with a higher
amount of tax every year. This year, he introduced a standard deduction of Rs 40, for providing relief to
salaried taxpayers and pensioners, in lieu of two other allowances. The net benefit from standard deduction is
only Rs 5, per salaried employee. Salaried employees earning an annual salary of Rs 5. The salaried class has
become the proverbial goose that lays the golden egg. Honest taxpayers who have declared their full income
are made to pay more tax for being honest, while people who have not declared their true income are only
subject to admonition. For assessment year , 1. As against this, 1. Not surprisingly, this remained a statement
without any concrete steps to force tax evaders from the business and professional community to pay more
taxes and to widen the taxpayer base. He then withdrew many exemptions. He has not reduced the CT rate for
large companies. This affects their competitiveness with global companies who pay a lower corporate tax rate
in their home countries. The effective tax rate ETR â€” inclusive of surcharge and education cess â€” of the
corporate sector in India was The ETR has increased by 3. Nine of the 21 PSBs reported losses during
Officials are taking the excuse that exemptions are still not withered away, while the ETR and tax payments
have, indeed, gone up because of withdrawal of exemptions. While there has been an increase in the ETR, the
FM has still not kept his promise and broken the trust that the taxpayer had in his promise. But honest
taxpayers who have declared true income of more than Rs 1crore, and salaried taxpayers, have not seen much
benefit. And people who have declared income between Rs 50 lakh and Rs 1crore do have to pay much higher
taxes than before. It is hoped that the FM rectifies this and ensures that there is a premium on honesty. In truth,
there is a discount on honesty today. Pai is chairman, Aarin Capital Partners, and Krishnan is a tax consultant.
Views expressed are personal. The opinions expressed in this column are that of the writer. The facts and
opinions expressed here do not reflect the views of www.
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The day was upon them. There was too much to do to imagine that the impossible had occurred. God had
entered the world as a baby. Yet, were someone to chance upon the sheep stable on the outskirts of Bethlehem
that morning, what a peculiar scene they would behold. The stable stinks like all stables do. The stench of
urine, dung, and sheep reeks pungently in the air. The ground is hard, the hay scarce. Cobwebs cling to the
ceiling and a mouse scurries across the dirt floor. A lowlier place of birth could not existâ€¦ Meanwhile, the
city hums. The merchants are unaware that God has visited their planet. The innkeeper would never believe
that he had just sent God into the cold. And the people would scoff at anyone who told them the Messiah lay
in the arms of a teenager on the outskirts of their village. They were all too busy to consider the possibility.
Little has changed in the last two thousand years, has it? We cannot change the story. Maybe we can rewrite it
to fit our own hi-tech world. But this old story of the birth of Christ is absolutely amazing that it offers new
meanings, every year, and every time we look ahead to it. It is because the meaning of Christmas is forever
relevant to the lives of everyone in any situation at any given time. While going through the grueling effects of
global crisis and recession; while struggling to muster the emotional pangs of war; while wrestling against the
effects of our domestic problems; what does Christmas mean to you? Look again to the prophecy of Isaiah 9:
Christmas is a Time of Sure Relief 2. Christmas is a Season of Safe Refuge 3. Christmas is a Moment of
Solemn Reverence 4. Christmas is a Chance for Sound Rest The world has commercialized the one event in
history that changed the whole of humanity. Around the globe, billions of dollars are spent every year for gifts
and props. People are moving in a fast-pace rhythm trying to cope up with the urgencies and expediencies of
the occasion. Men and women, young and old, rich and poor, their eyes are glued with anticipation on that
day, and the night before it. God came into the flesh in the person of that baby born in a manger that night. His
names give us the infinite meanings of Christmas. We are living in a sin-stressed world. We are trying to cure
the effects of stress but the root of it can only be healed by the saving and transforming grace of God.
Counselors and psychologists, the likes of Dr. But the Christ of Christmas, the Wonderful Counselor, is
beyond compare, because: He is always Available. He is so much dedicated to us. Jesus has all the time for us
and we do not have to wait even for a short while if we want his counsels. He waits for us and is always with
us, "And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. If you feel neglected and abandoned by
people you trusted and depended upon, come to Jesus Christ â€” He is the Wonderful Counselor. He is always
Attentive. One of most important qualities of counselors is the ability to listen. A person who is empathically
interested in you always spares time to listen. God loves to listen to us. Though your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. Jesus is very much
interested in our well-being. He says, "Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you
will receive, and your joy will be complete. If you feel ignored and underestimated by the ones you loved and
respected, come to Jesus Christ â€” He is the Wonderful Counselor.
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The following is a guest post from Lee Peterson, executive vice president of brand strategy and design at WD
Partners. Opinions are his own. Sometime this year, Amazon will become the biggest apparel retailer in the U.
Neither is Walmart, by the way, which will be eclipsed by the e-commerce giant to claim the top spot. Despite
tons of banal schemata from these giants, specialty retailers have forgotten their role as fashion vanguards.
What breakthrough trend or fashion revolution have specialty brands ignited in recent years? It seems that in
order to better compete, specialty could use some more of that. It could be now or never for specialty retailers.
In fact, in only four years, spending on apparel has declined from 6. How has Amazon come to dominate
apparel so quickly? Amazon has been selling apparel lines for other brands through its Marketplace since But
for more than a decade and a half, it mostly enabled apparel sales. Early on, it positioned itself as a partner, not
a competitor, luring established apparel brands outside its ecosystem to sell directly to it. As the platform
became more popular for apparel sales, it closely watched how consumers bought clothes online. Introduced
with little fanfare, or even any official announcement, this initial round of experimental launches soon
morphed into an all-out barrage of brand introductions in clothing, jewelry, and shoes. Some analysts estimate
Amazon has launched at least 50 private-label apparel brands. In , when Amazon faced competition from
online shoe retailer, Zappos, it launched its own shoe site, Endless. When all else failed, Amazon did what it
often does when it loses: It bought the competition. They court major brands, convincing them to migrate to its
platform by offering specialty privileges. Most importantly, Amazon promised that those who sold directly to
it would face less competition from third-party resellers. These brands were also rewarded by having their
products featured higher in search results. For now, most of the volume comes from basics, including T-shirts,
jeans and underwear. But Amazon is not invincible. There have been some missteps along the way. Despite
the aspirational brand name, these were ordinary, bland tops and dresses. It knows what consumers want in
almost every product category and across almost every demographic â€” men, women, teen, etc. In each of
their respective categories, they have exclusive knowledge about what shoppers want. For specialty apparel
retailers content with being just good enough to stay afloat, Amazon is a super formidable foe. Undoubtedly,
there will be casualties, with department stores again being the most likely to suffer. For one thing, there is no
excuse for going to market with a boring store experience. After all, when was the last time a truly innovative
retail experience hit the market? Specialty players have been amazingly laggard for inexplicable reasons and
with few exceptions. Shocking shoppers with half-nude models and noxious fragrance, blasting club music
into mall atriums? It might not have been an experience for all or arguably one that would work today, but it
was an edgy concept that worked amazingly well at the time. Chances like that created a very distinct brand
identity that carried for over 20 years. What specialty retailer is taking a similar creative leap of faith today?
Amazon is an unbeatable data machine. But the data, no matter how voluminous, is never going to beat a
groundbreaking creative concept. The inventive will live forever in an exclusive world. Given what we know,
there is only one defense left against Amazon: Create and introduce breakthrough ideas, fashions and store
experiences again. Try something new and fail fast. Listen to the field associates. Time to render the uber-data
obsolete and become a fashion vanguard again.
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Plot[ edit ] A prostitute is abandoned by an unknown man at a hospital, dangerously in labor. She dies as the
doctors perform a caesarean section , but the child ages rapidly in minutes, soon dead having aged to the likes
of a year-old man. The woman is identified as having recently left a local motel, and Olivia finds evidence that
points to a past serial murder case she and her former partner John Scott were not able to solve. Olivia
explains to Peter that their murderer would paralyze his victims, young women, then make an incision along
their face to extract a piece of brain material, killing the victim in the process. Walter takes both corpses back
to his lab and determines that the woman had only been pregnant minutes before giving birth, her child having
accelerated aging disease. Walter is reminded of having previously done work in this field, and remembers
where he stashed his car that contains the related files. Olivia and Peter turn to an expert in progeria , Dr.
Penrose Mark Blum , to trying to learn more about rapid aging, but Dr. Penrose cannot help them further,
though Peter suspects he is hiding something. Unseen by the Fringe division, Dr. Penrose visits an abandoned
warehouse and meets the murderer, Christopher Derek Cecil , his son, who suffers from rapid aging syndrome.
Penrose warns Christopher to be careful and that they only need one more woman to complete the process.
They rationalize the murderer must extract hormones from the glands to slow down his own aging process.
Borrowing an electronic pulse camera from Massive Dynamic, they discover the image of a suspension bridge
near Stoughton and identify the likely location from which it was viewedâ€”the same warehouse that Dr.
Olivia chases off after Christopher, who eventually succumbs to his rapid aging and dies, while Peter, after
nicking Penrose with a bullet, confers with Walter to apply a makeshift defibrillator to bring the victim back to
life. As they wrap up the case, Olivia, Peter, and Walter complete forms to finalize their position in the Fringe
division. Abrams , Alex Kurtzman and Roberto Orci. Edwards served as the director, his first such credit for
the series. They wanted to find a balance between standalone stories and serialized content, and studied
procedural dramas such as Law and Order and CSI: Crime Scene Investigation for inspiration. Kurztman
explained, "While we make sure that our episodes are self-contained â€” have a beginning, a middle, and an
end â€” the character stories can be serialized. Using plaster to make a prosthetic, they "drilled out the eyeball
and sculpt[ed] it open and [went] through a series of molds. Fringe was also the highest rated program for
male to year-olds that evening. That promise is still there. But as of yet Club reviewer Noel Murray [10] Josh
Jackson of Paste Magazine disliked the " deus ex machina " aspects that "neatly solved the puzzles of the first
two episodes", and also criticized perceived "plot contrivances" like how the serial murderer immediately
began aging once interrupted from killing his last victim. In fact, the subtle framework of what makes Fringe
not X-Files is even better defined in the first weekly-episode. Zalben concluded that "Fringe wins this one, just
for having a slightly less stupid explanation.
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Ferrari driver and world champion, Kimi Raikkonen has said that he isn't particularly bothered by the attention given by
the media towards his F1 future. he says that every year it is the same old story.

Please read our disclosure for more information. As soon as I embraced those fundamentals, I went from
financial moron to financial crackerjack in three years, and from there I went from financial crackerjack to
financial rockstar i. During my transformation from to , I never made a killer salary. My household income
during this time followed a similar pattern. Solid to semi-solid and then back to solidâ€”but never spectacular.
And all during my transformation, Mrs. Groovy and I sacrificed nothing on the material front. We always had
a nice, functional car. We always lived in a nice home in a nice neighborhood. And we always had plenty of
money for entertainment and travel. I slashed my housing and transportation costs with geoarbitrage and
egotrage. I subdued my desire for stuff by cutting the cord. And I learned fairly quickly that the easiest path to
wealth is to tread upon low-cost, broad-based index funds. But then I remembered an old girlfriend from
college. Sandra Maria de Faria was an exchange student from Brasil and she loved the movie Casablanca. And
she was always singing As Time Goes By. A fight for love and glory. Yes, every one of us, whether we admit
it or not, is fighting for love and glory. The typical American pursues love and glory via materialism; that is,
the typical American is under the mistaken notion that to be loved and admired, one must have oodles of
fabulous stuff. The pursuit of love and glory thus turns into the yoke of debt slavery. How do we convince
them that the Cult of FI is the way to go? I wish I knew. Yes, the fabulous Mr. But I am pondering the
situation. Have a great weekend. Share our groovy posts!
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The predominance of cash in the economy makes it possible for the people to evade their taxes. People who
have been honest by following the law and declaring their true income are penalised with a higher amount of
tax every year. This year, he introduced a standard deduction of Rs 40, for providing relief to salaried
taxpayers and pensioners, in lieu of two other allowances. The net benefit from standard deduction is only Rs
5, per salaried employee. Salaried employees earning an annual salary of Rs 5. The salaried class has become
the proverbial goose that lays the golden egg. Honest taxpayers who have declared their full income are made
to pay more tax for being honest, while people who have not declared their true income are only subject to
admonition. For assessment year , 1. As against this, 1. Not surprisingly, this remained a statement without
any concrete steps to force tax evaders from the business and professional community to pay more taxes and
to widen the taxpayer base. He then withdrew many exemptions. He has not reduced the CT rate for large
companies. This affects their competitiveness with global companies who pay a lower corporate tax rate in
their home countries. The effective tax rate ETR â€” inclusive of surcharge and education cess â€” of the
corporate sector in India was Nine of the 21 PSBs reported losses during Officials are taking the excuse that
exemptions are still not withered away, while the ETR and tax payments have, indeed, gone up because of
withdrawal of exemptions. But honest taxpayers who have declared true income of more than Rs 1crore, and
salaried taxpayers, have not seen much benefit. And people who have declared income between Rs 50 lakh
and Rs 1crore do have to pay much higher taxes than before. It is hoped that the FM rectifies this and ensures
that there is a premium on honesty. In truth, there is a discount on honesty today. Pai is chairman, Aarin
Capital Partners, and Krishnan is a tax consultant. Views expressed are personal.
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Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.

Chapter 9 : The Same Old | Definition of The Same Old by Merriam-Webster
The lowest-priced, brand-new, unused, unopened, undamaged item in its original packaging (where packaging is
applicable). Packaging should be the same as what is found in a retail store, unless the item is handmade or was
packaged by the manufacturer in non-retail packaging, such as an unprinted box or plastic bag.
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