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These are non-negotiable tenets of faith that all Assemblies of God churches adhere to. Four of these, Salvation, the
Baptism in the Holy Spirit, Divine Healing, and the Second Coming of Christ are considered Cardinal Doctrines which
are essential to the church's core mission of reaching the world for Christ.

Pentecostal North By Northwest said: Im new at this forum but I have a question that maybe someone can
give me a little insight on. First off I was not raised in a Christian home but the Lord used a friend when I was
a teenager to invite me to church. After a while I accepted Jesus as my Savior. It was about 15 years ago and
that church has since grown alot Anyway I immediately felt welcome in this church and the people were
wonderful as was the pastor. Unfortunately I had to move out of state a few years ago to Pennsylvania. But
there were lots of Assemblies of God churches, so after attending 3 or 4 different ones we found one that we
are still attending. Now, the church we go to is great, and the people are great and there is no doubt in my
mind that they are true Christians, but I always find myself comparing the AOG to my old church and I wish
the AOG was more like the Church of God. For instance, It seems that in the AOG churches I went to and the
one I now attend the music is very contemporary and hard to sing. In fact I dont think most people sing along
at all. In my old church they sing more traditional hymns and chorsus that had a gospel music feel to it and it
was so loud because everyone sang and clapped, you could probably hear them from down the road. In the
AOG it also seems like the people are very reserved whereas in the COG it seemed like in every service
people were on fire for God. There was no doubt that the Holy Spirit was among the people in that church.
Even the sermons are a little different. The COG pastor always preaches about salvation, bearing your cross
and following Jesus, living a holy life, reaching the lost for Christ etc My question is, are all Assemblies of
God this way and all Church of God this way? Or is it a geographical thing? Or is it the pastors style? Its
funny because if you read the beliefs between the 2 churches they are almost identical. And they are both
Pentecostal. But spending the past few years in both of these churches I can see a difference. Thank you and
God Bless Click to expand You could go to two different CoG churches or two different AoG churches and
find the same things you found. My old CoG church played the old hymns for many years before switching to
a mix of older style hymns and praise and worship music. To be honest, at first there was resistance to the
newer songs. But, after about 6months or so the congregation was singing and clapping along to the new songs
just as much as they ever did to the old ones. CoG seemed to have a more centralized form of church
governance, but that never really impacted most people.
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Chapter 2 : Separation of Families â€“ Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc.
Influential church separates from Australia's Assemblies of God. Browse 20+ years of magazine archives and web
exclusives. Subscribers receive full access to the archives.

The Bible is inspired by God and is "the infallible, authoritative rule of faith and conduct". There is only one
true God who exists as a Trinity. Man was created good by God but was separated from God through original
sin. Salvation "is received through repentance toward God and faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ". There are
two ordinances. Baptism in the Holy Spirit is a separate and subsequent experience following conversion.
Spirit baptism brings empowerment to live an overcoming Christian life and to be an effective witness.
Speaking in tongues is the initial physical evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit. It is not believed to be a
"second definite work of grace" see Finished Work , as in some other Pentecostal denominations, but is
understood to be a process in that it requires continual yielding to the Holy Spirit. Divinely called and
scripturally-ordained ministers serve the Church. Divine healing of the sick is provided for in the atonement.
The "imminent and blessed hope" of the Church is its rapture preceding the bodily return of Christ to earth.
The rapture of the Church will be followed by the visible return of Christ and his reign on earth for a thousand
years. There will be a final judgment and eternal damnation for the "wicked dead". There will be future new
heavens and a new earth "wherein dwelleth righteousness". Core beliefs[ edit ] The AG considers salvation,
baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues, divine healing and the Second Coming of
Christ to be its four core beliefs. The Assemblies of God holds the Arminian position on salvation. Instead, the
Assemblies of God believes that salvation is received and kept by faith, if faith in Christ is lost, then salvation
is lost. It also states, "This was the normal experience of all in the early Christian Church". It is a separate
experience from and occurs after salvation. This baptism gives to the receiver an "enduement of power for life
and service, the bestowment of the gifts and their uses in the work of the ministry". There are four experiences
listed in the Fundamental Truths that result from Spirit baptism: In addition, this experience initiates the
believer in the use of spiritual gifts. The "initial physical sign" of having received this baptism is "speaking
with other tongues as the Spirit of God gives them utterance". However, Spirit baptism and speaking in
tongues is not a requirement for membership or participation in an Assembly of God church. Yet, the
distinctive doctrine that once united us has, in some circles, become a point of contention. We lament the
increasing rarity of the gifts of the Spirit in our worship setting. We wonder where, in our busy church
schedules, will people have an opportunity to tarry at the altars for a transforming Pentecostal experience?
Divine healing The Assemblies of God understands divine healing to have been provided for in the atonement.
Looking to scripture, such as James 5 and Isaiah Indeed, it believes scripture gives elders of the church the
responsibility to pray "the prayer of faith" over the sick. Margaret Poloma summarized this view stating,
"Physical healing is not certain, automatic, or subject to formula. At the same time, it remains a tenet and
practice of the Assemblies of God". Officially, the AG rejects the view that healing is caused or influenced by
"positive confession", a belief found in prosperity theology and Word of Faith teachings. Nevertheless, these
teachings have influenced some congregations. It is a dispensationalist and premillennialist eschatology that
includes the pre- Tribulation rapture of the Churchâ€”the "imminent and blessed hope". This millennial reign
will usher in the salvation of the nation of Israel and universal peace. Position papers are not official positions
of the Assemblies of God unless recommended by the Executive Presbytery and approved by the General
Council. On the consumption of alcohol, the AG calls on its members and adherents to live life-styles of total
abstinence see Christianity and alcohol. The Assemblies of God does not recognize titles or offices of " apostle
" and " prophet ". It does, however, believe there are those in the church who "exercise the ministry function
of apostles and prophets". Assisted suicide and abortion: It believes scripture is silent on the use of
contraception and therefore takes no position on this subject. It acknowledges that Christians will have
different views on "the age of the earth, the age of humankind, and the ways in which God went about the
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creative processes" but urges them to "avoid divisiveness over debatable theories of creation". It also affirms
that "God reveals himself both in Scripture and the created order" see Creationism. The Assemblies of God
believes it is possible for people to be demon possessed and be delivered by the "power of the Spirit, and the
name of Jesus". However, it cautions against overemphasis on demonology and rejects the belief that
Christians can be possessed by evil spirits. The AG teaches that people with disabilities are loved by God.
They should be treated with dignity and fully included in the life of the Church. Officially, the AG
disapproves of Christians divorcing for any cause except "fornication and adultery". For Christians who were
divorced and remarried before their conversion, it is recommended that local AG churches receive them as
members. The AG opposes gambling , believing that it is a disregard of responsible stewardship, involves a
chance of gain at the expense and suffering of others, is inconsistent with the work ethic of scripture, and tends
to be habit forming. The fellowship takes the position that the biblical ideal of marriage is between one man
and one woman and that the Bible condemns all sex outside of marriage, whether heterosexual or homosexual.
Furthermore, it emphasizes that "believers who struggle with homosexual temptations must be encouraged and
strengthened by fellow Christians" and that believers "must hold no malice toward, or fear, of homosexuals"
but "reach out in humility and compassion". It holds that believers must consider the totality of scripture,
consider adequately the will of God, recognize that they can expect suffering in life, and recognize the
sovereignty of God. It also stresses the importance of persistent prayer, as opposed to simply confessing or
"claiming" the promises of God. The AG affirms the ministry of women in the church and allows them to be
ordained and serve in pastoral roles see Ordination of women. Contemporary worship Because of the
congregational nature of the Assemblies of God, it is difficult to define a typical local church. Traditional
congregations are those that strongly identify with the AG and Pentecostalism in general , while encouraging
"more intense experiences of the charismata, or gifts of the Holy Spirit" such as Spirit baptism and speaking in
tongues. Evangelical AG congregations, the most common type, identify with the AG and Pentecostalism but
"are moving in varying degrees away from the unique experiences that were once important markers of
Pentecostal identity". Renewalist or charismatic AG churches are those that encourage supernatural gifts of the
Spirit but weakly identify with the AG or Pentecostalism. Alternative churches are those where both identity
with the AG and occurrence of unique Pentecostal experiences are low; these include churches adopting
seeker-sensitive and emerging church models. The Assemblies of God is "experience-oriented", and the local
church is where experience of the activity of the Holy Spirit will primarily occur. There is no formal liturgy or
order of service; though, many churches have a familiar routine: In the traditional and charismatic AG
churches, this routine is subject to change spontaneously within a serviceâ€”possibly being interrupted by an
interpretation of a message in tongues , a prophecy , a word of wisdom , or a word of knowledge â€”and this
change is believed to be directed by the Holy Spirit. In addition, evening services may incorporate a time of
prayer for those who are seeking something from God either around the altar or in an adjacent prayer room.
Congregational singing is usually led by a choir or worship team. Full drum sets, a piano, an organ, and
various other instruments are frequently used. The type of music sung is generally popular worship choruses ,
such as those by Calvary Chapel and Hillsong. Worship is often characterized as intense and enthusiastic.
Services may feature moments where special prayer is offered, often with laypersons leading the prayer and
the rest of the congregation audibly participating. During these corporate prayers, some may pray in tongues.
While not in every service, the pastor will pray for the sick. This prayer may include the pastor anointing the
sick with olive oil and with the assistance of church elders along with pastoral associates laying hands on the
one seeking healing. Larger churches will have direct access from the balcony to the main sanctuary near the
platform so that respondents to altar calls can easily come forward, a large open area in front of the platform to
accommodate altar call gatherings, and the platform itself is usually large to accommodate a large choir and
musical instruments. Because the Assemblies of God practice baptism by immersion, many churches will
include a baptistry at the rear of the platform. Mature, fully functioning congregations are classified as
"General Council affiliated churches". These churches are "sovereign" and self-governing, but in matters of
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doctrine local assemblies are subordinate to districts and the General Council. The office of pastor is
equivalent to that of elder or overseer and is tasked with preaching and teaching the Word of God, in addition
to conducting the day-to-day operations of the church. A General Council affiliated church may withdraw
from the Assemblies of God by a two-thirds vote of the church membership. If district leaders conclude that
district supervision is warranted, the church will lose its status as a self-governing church and revert to the
status of "district affiliated assembly" until its problems are resolved. District affiliated congregations are
under the direct supervision of district officials but are encouraged to develop into fully self-governing
churches. In , the General Council created a new category called "parent affiliated churches". These are either
church plants or campuses of a multi-site church under the supervision of a General Council affiliated "parent"
church. The 61 districts oversee "all the ecclesial and sacerdotal activities" within their jurisdiction, [58] which
includes recommending ministers for national credentialing and mediating disputes within local
congregations. Geographical districts serve areas corresponding to state boundaries, while non-geographical
language or ethnic districts serve a particular language or ethnic group, such as Hispanic and Samoan
churches. District council membership includes all resident ministers and one lay delegate per AG church
located within the district. When the district council is not in session, a district is led by a superintendent and a
presbytery board of directors whose members are elected by and represent the sections. All ordained and
licensed ministers and one delegate per Assembly of God church are entitled to attend and participate at the
General Council. The size of General Council is not static but fluctuating, changing from year to year as there
is no requirement that pastors attend or that churches send delegates. In general, however, there are over 3,
voting members. In between General Council sessions, approximately elected representatives from the various
districts and foreign mission areas meet as the General Presbytery. Executive Presbyters are responsible to the
General Presbytery and are ex officio members of that body. On August 9, , Rev. Doug Clay was elected to
replace Wood. The following is a list of General Superintendents and their tenures:
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Race and the Assemblies of God Church: the journey from Azusa Street to the "Miracle of Memphis" / Separation: the
formation of the Assemblies of God church.

Historically, it is an African American Holiness-Pentecostal church. The church has congregations in nearly
60 countries worldwide. With a membership of over 5 million during , it is the largest African-American and
largest Pentecostal church in the United States. If you would like to learn about Christ go to our Bible quiz
page. Mason was a licensed preacher for the Baptist Church in Arkansas in the s and was disfellowshiped by
the local Baptist association for preaching Holiness. He then became associated with a group of men who
would become the early African American leaders of the Holiness Movement late in the 19th century. Jeter of
Little Rock, Arkansas and W. Pleasant of Hazelhurst, Mississippi were a few of these Holiness leaders. Many
different revivals were conducted leading to the establishment in Jackson, Mississippi of a new church when
the first convocation took place in While seeking for a name in order to distinguish this Holiness
organization, Mason believed the name Church of God in Christ was both divinely revealed and biblically
supported. Young were appointed as a committee by Jones in order to investigate reports of a revival in Los
Angeles, beinh conducted by the itinerant preacher, William J. Jones continued leading his adherents as a
Holiness church, changing the name in to the Church of Christ Holiness U. Early pioneers of the newly
formed Pentecostal body in were E. Mason was given authority to establish doctrine, organize auxiliaries and
appoint bishops. During these formative years Mason credentialed both whites and African Americans who
would become leaders within other Pentecostal denominations such as the Assemblies Of God, the Pentecostal
Assemblies of the World, and the United Pentecostal Church International. The meeting was for worship,
preaching, fellowship and to conduct any church business involving the national organization. The first
national tabernacle was built completed in It was later destroyed by fire in Built in during World War II, the
construction of was a benchmark effort by a group of African-Americans during that period. It was the largest
Black-owned church auditorium in America during the s. The historic church auditorium was the location of
Dr. Recent History The church has experienced incredible growth since the inception in comprised of 10
churches. As African Americans migrated north during the Great Migration, converted members began to
spread the church north and west. In , the church claimed a worldwide membership of close to three million.
Recently, the COGIC and the Assemblies of God have dedicated themselves to reconciling and healing these
two organizations that separated on racial lines in , by working together in common ministries. Two signs of
this effort are the Memphis Miracle and the School of Urban Missions of Oakland, California operated by both
denominations. In , the church celebrated its th Holy Convocation, a very important milestone celebrated by
the church and even marked by an African-American hair gel company. The COGIC doctrine is trinitarian,
focusing on repentance, regeneration, justification and sanctification. The church also teaches that the baptism
of the Holy Spirit is given to all believers who ask for it. Holiness of life is emphasized. The church believes
in divine healing, but does not advocate the exclusion of medical supervision. Structure The Church of God in
Christ has holds an episcopal form of government, where churches are organized in dioceses called
jurisdictions that are each under the authority of a bishop. The administrative and legislative authority of the
church are vested in a General Assembly. The General Assembly elects a person General Board Presidium
from the college of bishops that serve functionally as apostles. The Presidium oversees all the operations of
the international church when the General Assembly is not in session. The Presidium includes a separately
elected International Presiding Bishop that serves a term of four years with two appointed assistant presiding
bishops. National officers of the church are chosen at a General Assembly every four years unless special
elections are warranted. The headquarters are housed in the Mason Temple. Mason Bible College and the C.
This page has been produced by Religion Resources Online using modified information gathered from
Wikipedia.
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The Assemblies of God was founded in Today there are 13, churches in the U.S. with over 3 million members and
adherents. There are more than 69 million Assemblies of God members worldwide, making the Assemblies of God the
world's largest Pentecostal denomination.

The Inspired Scriptures The Scriptures, both the Old and New Testaments, are verbally inspired of God and
are the revelation of God to man, the infallible, authoritative rule of faith and conduct. He has further revealed
Himself as embodying the principles of relationship and association as Father, Son and Holy Ghost. His virgin
birth Matthew 1: The Fall of Man Man was created good and upright; for God said, "Let us make man in our
own image, after our likeness. Salvation is received through repentance toward God and faith toward the Lord
Jesus Christ. By the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost, being justified by grace through
faith, man becomes an heir of God, according to the hope of eternal life. The inward evidence of salvation is
the direct witness of the Spirit Romans 8: The outward evidence to all men is a life of righteousness and true
holiness. The Ordinances of the Church Baptism in Water: The ordinance of baptism by immersion is
commanded by the Scriptures. All who repent and believe on Christ as Savior and Lord are to be baptized.
Thus they declare to the world that they have died with Christ and that they also have been raised with Him to
walk in newness of life. The Baptism in the Holy Ghost All believers are entitled to and should ardently
expect and earnestly seek the promise of the Father, the baptism in the Holy Ghost and fire, according to the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ. This was the normal experience of all in the early Christian Church. With
it comes the endowment of power for life and service, the bestowment of the gifts and their uses in the work of
the ministry Luke This experience is distinct from and subsequent to the experience of the new birth Acts 8:
With the baptism in the Holy Ghost come such experiences as: The Initial Physical Evidence of the Baptism in
the Holy Ghost The baptism of believers in the Holy Ghost is witnessed by the initial physical sign of
speaking with other tongues as the Spirit of God gives them utterance Acts 2: The speaking in tongues in this
instance is the same in essence as the gift of tongues, but is different in purpose and use 1 Corinthians
Sanctification Sanctification is an act of separation from that which is evil and of dedication unto God Romans
The Scriptures teach a life of "holiness without which no man shall see the Lord" Hebrews By the power of
the Holy Ghost we are able to obey the command: Sanctification is realized in the believer by recognizing his
identification with Christ in His death and resurrection, and by the faith reckoning daily upon the fact of that
union, and by offering every faculty continually to the dominion of the Holy Spirit Romans 6: The Church and
Its Mission The Church is the Body of Christ, the habitation of God through the Spirit, with divine
appointments for the fulfillment of her great commission. Each believer, born of the Spirit, is an integral part
of the General Assembly and Church of the Firstborn, which are written in heaven Ephesians 1: To be an
agency of God for evangelizing the world Acts 1: Enables them to evangelize in the power of the Spirit with
accompanying supernatural signs Mark The Ministry A divinely called and scripturally ordained ministry has
been provided by our Lord for the threefold purpose of leading the Church in: Evangelization of the world
Mark Divine Healing Divine healing is an integral part of the gospel. Deliverance from sickness is provided
for in the atonement, and is the privilege of all believers Isaiah The Blessed Hope The resurrection of those
who have fallen asleep in Christ and their translation together with those who are alive and remain unto the
coming of the Lord is the imminent and blessed hope of the church 1 Thessalonians 4: The Millennial Reign
of Christ The second coming of Christ includes the rapture of the saints, which is our blessed hope, followed
by the visible return of Christ with His saints to reign on earth for one thousand years Zechariah This
millennial reign will bring the salvation of national Israel Ezekiel The Final Judgment There will be a final
judgment in which the wicked dead will be raised and judged according to their works. Whosoever is not
found written in the Book of Life, together with the devil and his angels, the beast and the false prophet, will
be consigned to the everlasting punishment in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the
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second death Matthew The New Heavens and the New Earth We, according to His promise, look for a new
heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.
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As Presiding Bishop of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, the oldest Apostolic Pentecostal church organization in
the modern world, I join with other members of the faith community to implore the United States government to not only
end its policy of separating children from parents at the nation's southern border, but to reunify those.

The Pentecostal aspects of the revival were not generally welcomed by established churches, and participants
in the movement soon found themselves forced outside existing religious bodies. These people sought out
their own places of worship and founded hundreds of distinctly Pentecostal congregations. By , many
ministers and laymen alike began to realize just how far-reaching the spread of the revival and of
Pentecostalism had become. Concerned leaders felt the desire to protect and preserve the results of the revival
by uniting through cooperative fellowship. In April , after splitting from the Church of God in Christ due to
the racial tensions of that time, about preachers and laymen were invited from 20 states and several foreign
countries for a general council in Hot Springs, Arkansas , United States , to discuss and take action on these
and other pressing needs. A remaining fellowship emerged from the meeting and was incorporated under the
name General Council of the Assemblies of God in the United States of America. In time, self-governing and
self-supporting general councils broke off from the original fellowship or were formed independently in
several nations throughout the world, originating either from indigenous Pentecostal movements or as a direct
result of the indigenous missions strategy of the General Council. Prior to , the Assemblies of God, along with
the majority of other Pentecostal denominations, officially opposed Christian participation in war and
considered itself a peace church. International fellowship[ edit ] In , the various Assemblies of God national
fellowships united to form the World Pentecostal Assemblies of God Fellowship at the initiative of Dr. The
initial purpose was to coordinate evangelism, but soon developed into a more permanent organism of
inter-relation. Hogan was elected the first chairman of the Fellowship and served until when Rev. David
Yonggi Cho was elected chairman. Trask was elected to succeed Cho. Samoan Assemblies of God church in
the village of Lotopa, Samoa The World Fellowship unites Assemblies of God national councils from around
the world together for cooperation. Each national council is fully self-governing and independent and
involvement with the World Fellowship does not limit this independence. The work of the World Fellowship
is carried out by the Executive Council. Executive Council members represent different regions of the world
and serve three-year terms. They are elected by the General Assembly. Each World Fellowship member is
entitled to send one or more delegates to the General Assembly with one vote. As of late , the Assemblies of
God World Missions Research Office reported constituencies in countries and territories, with over 5,
adherents added per day.
Chapter 6 : Church of God vs Assembly of God | Christian Forums
The Church of God in Christ has holds an episcopal form of government, where churches are organized in dioceses
called jurisdictions that are each under the authority of a bishop. The administrative and legislative authority of the
church are vested in a General Assembly.

Chapter 7 : Assemblies of God (USA) Official Web Site
Posted in: Assemblies of God, Churches in Crisis!, Contemplative Denominations, Contemplative Spirituality, Defending
the Faith Tagged: aog, Assemblies of God, assemblies of god theological seminary, Christian leaders, contemplative
prayer, Contemplative Spirituality, george o wood, Henri Nouwen, Richard Foster, ruth haley barton.
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The Assemblies of God ministries have focused and continue to concentrate on evangelism, missions, and church
planting. From its founding attendance of , the denomination has grown to more than million members in the United
States and over 48 million overseas.

Chapter 9 : First Assembly of God | Assemblies of God 16 Fundamental Truths
The Assemblies of God USA (AG), officially the General Council of the Assemblies of God, is a Pentecostal Christian
denomination in the United States founded in during a meeting of Pentecostal ministers at Hot Springs, Arkansas.
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