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Human Society SOCY This course introduces students to the field of sociology through the study of energy
and power in several of their conceptual forms: The course looks at human labor and energy as interwoven
dimensions of western society, and uses theories of power as lenses for understanding five case studies: The
production and consumption of sugar; The contemporary cotton apparel industry; Mass incarceration in the
United States; Appalachian coal and Global Climate Change. Students may take only one introductory-level
course. Students are expected to take an introductory-level course to enroll in area and core courses in
sociology. For example, each year auto accidents claim the lives of three times as many people as violent
crime, yet we see crime rather than cars or driving as a "problem. We then consider what kinds of issues are
defined as problems by political conservatives, liberals, libertarians and radicals, and what policies are viewed
as appropriate responses or solutions. These political dynamics will be illustrated with discussion of a number
of issues, including inequality of income and wealth, racial and gender inequality, crime, abortion, the aging
of the U. The course provides students with an opportunity to prepare an in-depth political analysis of one
issue of choice. This counts toward the institutions and change requirement for the major. The historical focus
traces the development of social inequality since the emergence of the first human societies some 10, years
ago; the Industrial Revolution; and, more recently, the Information Revolution. The comparative focus
explores how and why societies differ in their degree of inequality, identifies various dimensions of inequality,
and assesses various justifications for inequality. Attention is also given to the extent of social differences
between high- and low-income nations in the world today. The theoretical focus asks how and why social
inequality comes to exist in the first place and why social equality does not exist. This course offers a true
diversity of political approaches, presenting arguments made by conservatives, liberals, libertarians and
radicals about the degree of inequality in the United States and in the world. The objective of this course is to
explore the significance of deviance and crime within social life. We carry the distinction between being
different, being deviant and being criminal throughout the semester. This course provides a substantial
introduction to criminology, with consideration of the social characteristics of offenders and victims, crime
rates, and various justifications of punishment. This course should be of interest to students within many
majors who are concerned with theoretical, practical and ethical questions concerning the concepts of good
and evil as foundations of human society. This counts toward the institutions and change or culture and
identity requirement for the major. Offered every other year. SOCY Individual Study SOCY Individual study
is an exception, not a routine, option, with details to be negotiated between the student s and the faculty
member, along with the department chair. The course may involve investigation of a topic engaging the
interest of both student and professor. In some cases, a faculty member may agree to oversee an individual
study as a way of exploring the development of a regular curricular offering. In others, the faculty member
may guide one or two advanced students through a focused topic drawing on his or her expertise, with the
course culminating in a substantial paper. The individual study should involve regular meetings at which the
student and professor discuss assigned material. The professor has final authority over the material to be
covered and the pace of work. The student is expected to devote time to the individual study equivalent to that
for a regular course. Individual studies will be awarded 0.
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JOHN J. MACIONIS (pronounced ma-SHOW-nis) was born and raised in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He received his
bachelor's degree from Cornell University and his doctorate in sociology from the University of Pennsylvania.
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Sociology 16 th edition offers an unsurpassed learning package to students and great support to my faculty colleagues.
The many versions of the book provide you and your classes with the greatest level of flexibility to meet your specific
needs.
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