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At its most crude, Thatcherism represents a belief in free markets and a small state. Rather than planning and regulating
business and people's lives, government's job is to get out of the way.

In , prior to the Second World War , the Roberts family briefly gave sanctuary to a teenage Jewish girl who
had escaped Nazi Germany. He served as Mayor of Grantham from â€”46 and lost his position as alderman in
after the Labour Party won its first majority on Grantham Council in She was good at general subjects". Bray
later recalled that he thought Roberts had taken the relationship more seriously than he had done. One of her
Oxford friends was also a friend of the Chair of the Dartford Conservative Association in Kent , who were
looking for candidates. The local party selected her as its candidate because, though not a dynamic public
speaker, Roberts was well-prepared and fearless in her answers; prospective candidate Bill Deedes recalled:
She chose not to stand as a candidate in the general election , in later years stating: She was elected as MP for
the seat after a hard campaign in the election. Although she was not yet a Shadow Cabinet member, the
embassy reportedly described her to the State Department as a possible future Prime Minister. The description
helped Thatcher meet with prominent persons during a busy itinerary focused on economic issues, including
Paul Samuelson , Walt Rostow , Pierre-Paul Schweitzer and Nelson Rockefeller. When Heath telephoned
Thatcher to inform her that he was going to sack Powell from the Shadow Cabinet, she recalled that she
"really thought that it was better to let things cool down for the present rather than heighten the crisis". She
believed that his main points about Commonwealth immigration were correct and that the selected quotations
from his speech had been taken out of context. Although many scientists opposed the proposal, her research
background probably made her sceptical of their claim that outsiders should not interfere with funding. She
gave priority to academic needs in schools, [68] while administering public expenditure cuts on the state
education system, resulting in the abolition of free milk for schoolchildren aged seven to eleven. I had incurred
the maximum of political odium for the minimum of political benefit. Shadow Cabinet of Margaret Thatcher
The Heath ministry continued to experience difficulties with oil embargoes and union demands for wage
increases in , subsequently losing the February general election. Thatcher was not initially seen as the obvious
replacement, but she eventually became the main challenger, promising a fresh start. There she was influenced
by the ideas of Ralph Harris and Arthur Seldon , and became the face of the ideological movement opposing
the British welfare state. Keynesian economics , they believed, was weakening Britain. Despite setting the
direction of her foreign policy for a Conservative government, Thatcher was distressed by her repeated failure
to shine in the House of Commons. Consequently, Thatcher decided that as "her voice was carrying little
weight at home", she would "be heard in the wider world". She instructed Conservative MPs to vote against
the Scotland and Wales Bill in December , which was successfully defeated, and then when new Bills were
proposed she supported amending the legislation to allow the English to vote in the referendum on Scottish
devolution. Now Prime Minister, Callaghan surprised many by announcing on 7 September that there would
be no general election that year and he would wait until before going to the polls. Thatcher reacted to this by
branding the Labour government "chickens", and Liberal Party leader David Steel joined in, criticising Labour
for "running scared". A general election was called after the Callaghan ministry lost a motion of no confidence
in early The Conservatives won a seat majority in the House of Commons and Thatcher became the first
female British prime minister.
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Thatcherism describes the conviction, economic, social and political style of the British Conservative Party politician
Margaret Thatcher, who was leader of her party from to

For example, she granted permission for American planes to use British bases for raids on Libya and allowed
American cruise missiles and Pershing missiles to be housed on British soil in response to Soviet deployment
of SS nuclear missiles targeting Britain and other Western European nations. In a famous Bruges speech,
Thatcher declared: While Euroscepticism has for many become a characteristic of Thatcherism, Thatcher was
far from consistent on the issue, only becoming truly Eurosceptic in the last years of her time as Prime
Minister. With the blight of Thatcherism spreading across the land that is a luxury that only the complacent
can afford". Utley believing that "[t]here is no such thing as Thatcherism". Utley argued that a free and
competitive economy, rather than being an innovation of Thatcherism, was one "more or less permanent
ingredient in modern Conservative philosophy": Powell proposed it in [ In practical terms, he claimed this
expressed itself in her preoccupation in "the freedom of Afghanistan rather than the security of Ulster". Rather
than by any specific logic of capitalism, the reversal was brought about by voluntary reductions in social
expenditures, higher taxes on low incomes and the lowering of taxes on higher incomes. This is the reason
why in Great Britain in the mid s the members of the top decile possessed more than a half of all the wealth.
What is at play here are interests and power. Cowling further contended that the "Conservative Party under
Mrs Thatcher has used a radical rhetoric to give intellectual respectability to what the Conservative Party has
always wanted". They demanded greater personal autonomy and self-determination and less outside control.
They angrily complained that the establishment was withholding it. In , she is said to have regarded that as her
greatest achievement. In , Peter Mandelson , a member of parliament belonging to the British Labour Party
closely associated with Tony Blair, famously declared that "we are all Thatcherites now". In the s, the now
defunct Social Democratic Party adhered to a "tough and tender" approach in which Thatcherite reforms were
coupled with extra welfare provision. The New Labour governments of Tony Blair and Gordon Brown were
described as "neo-Thatcherite" by some on the left, since many of their economic policies mimicked those of
Thatcher. Since Thatcher resigned as British Prime Minister in , British economic growth was on average
higher than the other large European economies i. Germany, France and Italy. Additionally, since the
beginning of the s the United Kingdom has also experienced lower unemployment compared with some other
big economies. Such an enhancement in relative macroeconomic performance is perhaps another reason for
the apparent " Blatcherite " economic consensus, which has been present in modern UK politics for a number
of years. But her year premiership was also marked by social unrest, industrial strife and high unemployment.
Her critics claim British society is still feeling the effect of her divisive economic policies and the culture of
greed and selfishness they allegedly promoted.
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Mrs. Thatcher undid some of this work, but by no means all of it. Even today, David Cameron and his economic hatchet
man, George Osborne, dare not extend their budget cuts to the N.H.S.
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Thatcherism describes the conviction politics, economic and social policy, and political style of the British Conservative
politician Margaret Thatcher, who was leader of her party from to
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