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This article explores the spiritual side of Angelina Jolie and her thoughts on God, religion, and her purpose in
life. A Search For Meaning: Her parents, actor Jon Voight and actress Marcheline Bertrand, divorced when
she was a year old, after which she had a strained relationship with her father. The same year, Voight won an
Oscar for Coming Home. Jolie and her family moved back to Los Angeles ten years later. Jolie attended the
Lee Strasberg Theatre Institute from the age of 11 to 13, appearing in several stage productions. Later she
attended Beverly Hills High School, where she was shunned due to her comparatively poor clothes and odd
looks. Although she had been a joyful child, Jolie became a troubled and intense young woman. She has
openly spoken of her teenage self-loathing, which led to cutting herself with knives, early and intense sexual
experience her boyfriend moved in with her at 15 , her fascination with death she planned a career as a funeral
director in her teens , thoughts of suicide, and undefined feelings of frustration. Looking back on this period in
, she explained: I used to think I was unstable, because I had this thirst for something. I could never figure out
what it was. And, I always saw myself, wherever I was in life, staring out the window. She moved into an
apartment near home and went back to the theatre. She appeared in several student films directed by her
brother James Haven and soon also became a model, working in Los Angeles, New York and London and
appearing in music videos. She landed her first film role in , playing a seductive half-robot in Cyborg 2. On
March 28, she married Miller wearing black leather pants and a white shirt painted with his name in her blood.
She received both a Golden Globe and an Emmy nomination. Especially after the emotional depth of the latter
part, she became deeply troubled again. She and Miller divorced on February 3, , and she lived alone in New
York for a time trying to figure herself out and attending film classes at NYU. In Girl, Interrupted , she played
a an institutionalized sociopath who was overtly sexual, charismatically attractive, self-destructive, cruelly
honest, and always yearning to really feel something. She won a Best Actress Oscar for her performance. The
two fell in love offscreen and married in Las Vegas on May 5, And why do you wear this? Which says to you
what? Which means what to you? Which is beautiful to me, you know? Some people like diamonds around
their necks or things like that. In the same interview, she said: Putting her experience in general terms, she
described the key to happiness this way: Love one person, take care of them until you die. You know, raise
kids. Have a good life. Be a good friend. And try to be completely who you are. And figure out what you
personally love. Around this time, Jolie also became involved in the plight of refugees, inspired in large part
by her time in Cambodia filming Lara Croft: Tomb Raider and the humanitarian-themed film Beyond Borders
Jolie became a Goodwill Ambassador for the United Nations High Commission for Refugees in , and since
then has frequently traveled to remote countries to draw attention to the plight of refugees. Like many new
parents, she has said that the experience has dramatically changed her life: That makes me feel like I somehow
have a purpose. Jolie and Thornton divorced on May 27, , and Jolie has sole custody of Maddox. Also in , she
published Notes from My Travels, a collection of journal entries chronicling her early work with the UN.
Smith, costarring Brad Pitt. During filming, she became the center of a major Hollywood scandal in which she
was accused of having an affair with Brad Pitt and breaking up his marriage to actress Jennifer Aniston. Jolie
has adamantly denied these claims, insisting, "To be intimate with a married man, when my own father
cheated on my mother, is not something I could forgive. I could not look at myself in the morning, if I did that.
And my life will go on, and I need to focus on my life. I know I am. But the couple were spotted together soon
after his separation and continue to be in a serious relationship. No declarations of passion or red-carpet
groping this time, though: Angelina rarely speaks of her relationship with him and the two still tend to avoid
contact in public appearances. However, Pitt was present when Angelina adopted her second child from
Ethiopia, Zahara Marley Jolie, and he legally adopted both her children on January 19, Maddox and Zahara
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have since had the legal surname Jolie-Pitt. On May 27, , Jolie and Pitt became biological parents for the first
time with the birth of a daughter named Shiloh Nouvel Jolie-Pitt. Brad Pitt has also expressed a strong interest
in humanitarian work since meeting Angelina. Since their relationship began, he has journeyed to Africa alone
on a humanitarian trip, built houses for victims of Hurricane Katrina, and accompanied Angelina to Pakistan
and a variety of other needy areas. While based in Pune, India, for the filming, the couple and their children
traveled throughout the country and Southeast Asia. They spent Thanksgiving in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam,
where they toured the town on a scooter, visited an orphanage, and dined in a former temple. This may
become a family tradition - the previous Thankgiving was spent aiding earthquake victims in Pakistan. The
subject of religion has not often come up in her interviews, so her beliefs about such things as God and the
afterlife are not well documented. The most direct statement Jolie is known to have made on the subject was
reported by the website A. Club associated with the online magazine The Onion , which asked a number of
celebrities the question, "Is there a God? Angelina Jolie gave the following answer: I hope so, for them. For
the people who believe in it, I hope so. She has said, "We spend a lot of time [at our house in Cambodia]. In
fact, she seems to take a United-Nations inspired approach to her family, and perhaps, to her religion. Having
first found happiness in acting, and then in her marriage to Billy Bob, Angelina Jolie now finds meaning and
contentment in her children and her ongoing work with refugees. Have you learned any important lessons
since you became an ambassador, and if so what are they? I see different aid workers in camps helping each
other from everywhere - people who have come together from all over the world to help people in Africa. I
care now that my son is healthy. When I found I could be useful in communicating what I had learned and
maybe inspire other people to educate themselves and do some good, it made me so happy and gave me a
sense of purpose. I spend as much time as I can in a day trying to educate myself and travel whenever I
possibly can.
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She is the sister of actor James Haven , and the niece of singer-songwriter Chip Taylor [2] and geologist and
volcanologist Barry Voight. She was teased by other students, who targeted her for being extremely thin and
for wearing glasses and braces. Tomb Raider , but their relationship again deteriorated. Early work Jolie
committed to acting professionally at the age of 16, but initially found it difficult to pass auditions, often being
told that her demeanor was "too dark. She began to learn from her father, as she noticed his method of
observing people to become like them. Their relationship during this time was less strained, with Jolie
realizing that they were both "drama queens. She was so disappointed with the film that she did not audition
again for a year. Though the story is narrated by Maddy, Legs is the subject and the catalyst. Jolie also
received a nomination for an Emmy Award for her performance. Vanessa Vance of Reel. Jolie is fierce in her
portrayalâ€”filling the part with nerve, charm, and desperationâ€”and her role in this film is quite possibly the
most beautiful train wreck ever filmed. She also won her first Screen Actors Guild Award. While shooting
Gia, she told her husband, Jonny Lee Miller , that she would not be able to phone him: Terry Lawson of the
Detroit Free Press concluded, "Jolie, while always delicious to look at, is simply and woefully miscast.
Mainstream recognition Although highly regarded for her acting abilities, Jolie had rarely found films that
appealed to a wide audience, but Lara Croft: Tomb Raider made her an international superstar. An adaptation
of the popular Tomb Raider videogames, the film required her to learn an English accent and undergo
extensive martial arts training to play the archaeologist-adventurer Lara Croft. Jolie at the Cologne premiere of
Alexander in December Jolie next starred opposite Antonio Banderas as his mail-order bride in Original Sin ,
the first of a string of films that were poorly received by critics and audiences alike. Her next film was Beyond
Borders , in which she portrayed a socialite who joins an aid worker played by Clive Owen. Though
unsuccessful with audiences, the film stands as the first of several passion projects Jolie has made to bring
attention to humanitarian causes. She first starred in the thriller Taking Lives as an FBI profiler summoned to
help Montreal law enforcement hunt down a serial killer. The film received mixed reviews; The Hollywood
Reporter critic Kirk Honeycutt concluded, "Jolie plays a role that definitely feels like something she has
already done, but she does add an unmistakable dash of excitement and glamour. Commercial success In ,
Jolie returned to major box office success with the action-comedy Mr. Smith , in which she starred opposite
Brad Pitt as a bored married couple who find out that they are both secret assassins. Although the biracial
Pearl had personally chosen Jolie for the role, [57] the casting drew racial criticism and accusations of
blackface. Chicago Tribune critic Michael Phillips noted, "Jolie really shines in the calm before the storm, the
scenes when one patronizing male authority figure after another belittles her at their peril. Jolie also voiced the
DreamWorks animation Kung Fu Panda , the first work in a major family franchise , later reprising her voice
role in the sequels Kung Fu Panda 2 and Kung Fu Panda 3 Originally written as a male character with Tom
Cruise attached to star, agent Salt underwent a gender change after a Columbia Pictures executive suggested
Jolie for the role. Professional expansion Jolie at the Cannes Film Festival After directing the documentary A
Place in Time , which was distributed through the National Education Association , [72] Jolie made her
feature directorial debut with In the Land of Blood and Honey , a love story between a Serb soldier and a
Bosniak prisoner, set during the â€”95 Bosnian War. She also served as producer under her Jolie Pas banner.
Critics, however, dismissed it as a "vanity project," as part of an overall poor reception. But peeling back layer
upon layer of exquisite ennui reveals nothing but emptiness, sprinkled with stilted sentiments. Intended
primarily for a Cambodian audience, the film was produced directly for Netflix , which allowed for the use of
an exclusively Khmer cast and script. I honestly want to help. I think we all want justice and equality, a chance
for a life with meaning. All of us would like to believe that if we were in a bad situation someone would help
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us. Tomb Raider in war-torn Cambodia, an experience she later credited with having brought her a greater
understanding of the world. In February , she went on her first field visit, an day mission to Sierra Leone and
Tanzania; she later expressed her shock at what she had witnessed. I think they should be commended for
what they have survived, not looked down upon. Jolie aimed to visit what she termed "forgotten emergencies,"
crises that media attention had shifted away from. In her expanded role, she was given authority to represent
Guterres and UNHCR at the diplomatic level, with a focus on major refugee crises. The traditional home sat
on 39 hectares in the northwestern province Battambang , adjacent to Samlout national park in the Cardamom
mountains , which had become infiltrated with poachers who threatened endangered species. By mid, some 6,
villagers and 72 employeesâ€”some of them former poachers employed as rangersâ€”lived and worked at
MJP, in ten villages previously isolated from one another. The compound includes schools, roads, and a soy
milk factory, all funded by Jolie. Her home functions as the MJP field headquarters. She first visited the
Harnas farm during production of the film, which features vultures rescued by the foundation. Both centers are
run by the Global Health Committee.
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The Grammy Award for Best Male R&B Vocal Performance was awarded between and The award has had several
minor name changes: In it was awarded as Best R&B Solo Vocal Performance, Male.
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