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Chapter 1 : Christmas stocking - Wikipedia
A Christmas stocking is an empty sock or sock-shaped bag that is hung on Christmas Eve so that Santa Claus (or
Father Christmas) can fill it with small toys, candy, fruit, coins or other small gifts when he arrives.

Nicholas soon would be there. At the end of the poem, St. Stockings have been an essential part of the
Christmas tradition for centuries except, briefly, in the mids, when the New York Times wrote that Christmas
trees almost completely supplanted them as the tradition of choice. Christmas stocking ad from a catalog The
most popular legend about why stockings are hung at Christmas goes something like this: A recently widowed
man and father of three girls was having a tough time making ends meet. Even though his daughters were
beautiful, he worried that their impoverished status would make it impossible for them to marry. Vintage
Christmas stockings, date unknown. And then he disappeared. The girls awoke in the morning, overjoyed
upon discovering the bounty. While obviously far-fetched, this tale of unknown origin and date is most widely
referenced when it comes to the history of the Christmas stocking. For others, it has meant a personalized,
decorated, maybe even handmade, foot-shaped bag hung year after year. And sometimes, it means not hanging
the stocking by a fireplace at all! Hanging Christmas stockings from rifles. Camp Lee, Virginia, Oranges tend
to wind up in Christmas stockings, right? But a different version of that beautiful-daughters-distraught-father
legend swaps the gold coins left by St. Nick with three gold balls left in each stocking. Man, woman, child
with baby sock, stocking, and trouser sock hung by the chimney in the background, s. A tube sock, a silk
stocking, the traditional red and white variety, or something else completely? Read more articles about the
holidays with our Smithsonian Holiday Guide here Like this article? She lives in Brooklyn, NY.
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Celebrating Our 21st Season Online! Our Cheap Christmas Stockings are Personalized Free in Glitter as low as $ We
have a Huge Selection of Christmas www.nxgvision.com 5 inch Mini Christmas Stockings to 5 ft Big Christmas
Stockings and Felt Christmas Stockings to Velvet Personalized Christmas Stockings here!

History[ edit ] While there are no written records of the origin of the Christmas Stocking, there are popular
legends that attempt to tell the history of this Christmas tradition. One such legend has several variations, but
the following is a good example: Very long ago, there lived a poor man and his three very beautiful daughters.
He had no money to get his daughters married, and he was worried what would happen to them after his death.
Saint Nicholas was passing through when he heard the villagers talking about the girls. He decided to help in
secret. After dark he threw three bags of gold through an open window, one landed in a stocking. When the
girls and their father woke up the next morning they found the bags of gold and were, of course, overjoyed.
The girls were able to get married and live happily ever after. Other versions of the story say that Saint
Nicholas threw the three bags of gold directly into the stockings which were hung by the fireplace to dry.
Sometimes the story is told with gold balls instead of bags of gold. That is why three gold balls, sometimes
represented as oranges, are one of the symbols for St. Nicholas is a gift-giver. This is also the origin of three
gold balls being used as a symbol for pawnbrokers. Today, stores carry a large variety of styles and sizes of
Christmas stockings, and Christmas stockings are also a popular homemade craft. This claim is disputed
though as there are no records of stocking filling practices related to Odin until there is a merging of St.
Nicholas had an earlier merging with the Grandmother cult in Bari, Italy where the grandmother would put
gifts in stockings. Nicholas would later travel north and merge with the Odin cults. Please help to create a
more balanced presentation. Discuss and resolve this issue before removing this message. To fulfill the
Guinness guideline that the stocking contain presents, volunteers filled it with balloons containing sweets.
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From intricate needlepoint Christmas stockings to fun character stockings and even the plain old classic family
Christmas stockings, Personal Creations is the one stop shop for all your stocking and holiday needs.

Santa Letters Christmas stockings and its legend A Christmas stocking refers to an empty sock or sock-shaped
bag that children hang on Christmas Eve in the belief that it is to be filled with presents by Santa Claus. The
gifts are generally of a small nature, consisting generally of small toys, goodies like candies and fruits, coins
or other such items that are often referred to as stocking stuffers or stocking fillers. The bigger gifts are
wrapped in present papers and placed near the Christmas tree. The tradition of Christmas stockings is said to
have originated from the actions of a kind noble man named Nicholas, who was born in AD, in Patara, a city
of Lycia, in Asia Minor. While still young, his wealthy parents died in an epidemic. He dedicated his life in
the service of God and was made Bishop of Myra at a young age. Bishop Nicholas became known throughout
the land for his kindness and generosity. A true celibate, Nicholas never married and had no children of his
own. But he loved children greatly and often gave gifts to the kids of his hometown. This is why, he became
known as the gift giver of Myra. A rich man, he traveled across the country helping people, giving gifts of
money and other presents. However, Nicholas always gave his gifts late at night, so that his identity would
remain a secret. He did not like to be seen when he gave away presents, so the children of the day were told to
go to sleep quickly or he would not come! Nicholas was eventually named the patron saint of children and
sailors because of his concern for sailors and ships and came to be known as Saint Nicholas. But their
happiness was short-lived when the wife suddenly died of an illness one day, leaving the poor man and his
three daughters in despair. All the burden of household chores now fell upon the daughters while their father
trudged on with his life with a heavy heart. When the daughters reached a marriageable age, the poor father
became even more depressed for he knew he could in no way marry them off to good men. The helpless father
looked around desperately for some solution while her daughters did their own cooking, sewing and cleaning.
Meanwhile, Saint Nicholas had come to know of the poor peasant and his daughters. Knowing the financial
condition of the father, the kindly saint decided to help him. But he wanted to do this secretly. That night, after
finishing their washing for the day, the daughters had hung their stockings by the fireplace to dry. Little did
they know that their benefactor was hiding nearby, waiting for them to go to sleep. A little later, as they turned
of the lamps and fell asleep, St. Nicholas tiptoed to the cottage window and peeked inside. He carefully put in
his bag of gold in one of the stockings and went away as stealthily as he came. When the father found the bag
the next morning and opened it, he was ecstasic. There was enough gold in the stocking to pay for the dowry
of one daughter. It seemed like a godsend to him. Who could have sent it, he wondered. With this timely gift
the father was able to provide for his eldest daughter and saw that she got married to a nice groom. On another
night Saint Nicholas set off with one more bag of gold, and threw it carefully into another stocking, so that the
second daughter was provided for. When his daughters excitedly brought the bag to their father the following
morning and opened it, he could not believe his eyes. With this gift the father was able to marry off his second
daughter too. But by this time, the father had grown eager to discover his mysterious benefactor, and next
night he kept on the lookout. Then, for the third time Saint Nicholas came with a bag of gold upon his back
and walked on to the window. The old lord at once recognized his fellow townsman. He fell on his knees
before the kindly Bishop, cried out in joy and gratitude and thanked him with all his heart. With his blessings
of Saint Nicholas, the poor father was able to see his three daughters get married. He lived a long and happy
life thereafter. And this is how the tradition of Christmas stockings is said to have started in the European
countries. Since then children have been hanging Christmas stockings or putting out shoes, eagerly awaiting
for gifts from Santa Claus. Originally, children simply used one of their everyday socks, but with time special
Christmas stockings were created for this purpose. Today, Christmas stockings of a wide variety of styles and
sizes can be found in gift stores across countries. There are also special Christmas stockings available in the
market. In modern culture, Christmas stockings are also a popular homemade craft. Some families design
unique stockings for each family member. Many families create their own Christmas stockings stitching the
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name of each family member to the stocking so that Santa knows which stocking belongs to which family
member. In some countries, the contents of the Christmas stocking are the only gifts that a child receives at
Christmas from Santa Claus. Western Christmas tradition dictates that a child who behaves badly during the
year will not get a gift in their Christmas stocking and will receive a piece of coal instead. In many places, the
Christmas stocking is to be stuffed by a gift that will stimulate the five sensory organs. Traditional
celebrations of Christmas demand that the stocking be hung on the fireplace mantel. However, since many
contemporary homes do not have fireplaces, stockings are hung in almost any location. Today, children all
over the world continue the tradition of hanging Christmas stockings. Kids of all nations look forward to
Christmas and when the stockings are hung, they know the most anticipated time of the year is not far behind.
Chapter 4 : Legend of the Christmas Stocking
Holiday Stockings. Put an emphasis on the fun of the holidays with Christmas stockings. Since the end of the 19th
century when illustrator Thomas Nast depicted Santa Claus delivering treats to stockings hung to warm over the fire, the
tradition of hanging stockings on Christmas Eve has thrived.

Chapter 5 : The Legend of the Christmas Stocking | www.nxgvision.com
A Christmas tree on a Christmas stocking gives a clever child two trees to place presents under. This is a fun way to
decorate with a tree if you have a smaller space but still want to bring the tradition of hvaing a tree to put gifts under as
well.

Chapter 6 : The Christmas Stockings by Mathew Price
Christmas Stockings & Stocking Holders Kirkland's has Christmas stockings and stocking holders for everyone! Whether
you prefer yours traditional or whimsical, Kirkland's has unique stockings in any style you're looking for to create that
perfect holiday look!

Chapter 7 : Personalized Christmas Stockings, Ornaments and Santa Hats.
Stockings have been an essential part of the Christmas tradition for centuries (except, briefly, in the mids, when the New
York Times wrote that Christmas trees almost completely supplanted.

Chapter 8 : Christmas Stockings : The Silver Needle, Fine Needlecraft Materials
Hang personalized Christmas stockings on your Christmas mantle this year and watch everyone's eyes light up with
excitement! The anticipation for what's inside will only grow when your loved ones see their picture, name or monogram
beautifully printed or embroidered on the front of their own personalized stocking.

Chapter 9 : Magic Stocking (TV Movie ) - IMDb
LimBrige 3 Pack 20" Large Luxury Knit Knitted Christmas Stockings, Classic Xmas Tree / Snowflake / Stripe, Rustic
Personalized Stocking Decorations for Family Holiday Season Decor by LimBridge $ $ 19 99 Prime.
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