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Philosophical intuition[ edit ] Bernard Williams presents a thought experiment appealing to the intuitions
about what it is to be the same person in the future. For the first approach Williams suggests that suppose that
there is some process by which subjecting two persons to it can result in the two persons have " exchanged "
bodies. The process has put into the body of person B the memories , behavioral dispositions , and
psychological characteristics of the person who prior to undergoing the process belonged to person A ; and
conversely with person B. To show this one is to suppose that before undergoing the process person A and B
are asked to which resulting person, A-Body-Person or B-Body-Person, they wish to receive a punishment and
which a reward. Upon undergoing the process and receiving either the punishment or reward, it appears to that
A-Body-Person expresses the memories of choosing who gets which treatment as if that person was person B;
conversely with B-Body-Person. This sort of approach to the thought experiment appears to show that since
the person who expresses the psychological characteristics of person A to be person A, then intuition is that
psychological continuity is the criterion for personal identity. The second approach is to suppose that someone
is told that one will have memories erased and then one will be tortured. Does one need to be afraid of being
tortured? Next, Williams asked one to consider several similar scenarios. However, the last scenario is an
identical scenario to the one in the first scenario. Psychological continuity[ edit ] In psychology , personal
continuity, also called personal persistence or self-continuity, is the uninterrupted connection concerning a
particular person of his or her private life and personality. Personal continuity is the union affecting the facets
arising from personality in order to avoid discontinuities from one moment of time to another time.
Associations can result from contiguity , similarity, or contrast. Through contiguity, one associates ideas or
events that usually happen to occur at the same time. Some of these events form an autobiographical memory
in which each is a personal representation of the general or specific events and personal facts. Body and ego
control organ expressions. For John Noon, David Hume undertook looking at the mindâ€”body problem.
Hume pointed out that we tend to think that we are the same person we were five years ago. We might start
thinking about which features can be changed without changing the underlying self. Hume, however, denies
that there is a distinction between the various features of a person and the mysterious self that supposedly
bears those features. When we start introspecting, "we are never intimately conscious of anything but a
particular perception; man is a bundle or collection of different perceptions which succeed one another with an
inconceivable rapidity and are in perpetual flux and movement". It is likewise evident that as the senses, in
changing their objects, are necessitated to change them regularly, and take them as they lie contiguous to each
other, the imagination must by long custom acquire the same method of thinking, and run along the parts of
space and time in conceiving its objects. Hume, similar to the Buddha , [48] compares the soul to a
commonwealth , which retains its identity not by virtue of some enduring core substance, but by being
composed of many different, related, and yet constantly changing elements. Critics of Hume state in order for
the various states and processes of the mind to seem unified, there must be something which perceives their
unity, the existence of which would be no less mysterious than a personal identity. Hume solves this by
considering substance as engendered by the togetherness of its properties. No-self theory[ edit ] The "no-self
theory" [q] holds that the self cannot be reduced to a bundle because the concept of a self is incompatible with
the idea of a bundle. Propositionally , the idea of a bundle implies the notion of bodily or psychological
relations that do not in fact exist. James Giles , a principal exponent of this view, argues that the no-self or
eliminativist theory and the bundle or reductionist theory agree about the non-existence of a substantive self.
The reductionist theory, according to Giles, mistakenly resurrects the idea [r] of the self [49] in terms of
various accounts about psychological relations. But sense of self breaks down when considering some events
such as memory loss , [u] split personality disorder , brain damage , brainwashing , and various thought
experiments.
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Yolanda Estes Intellectual Intuition: Kant too had such an intuition, but he did not reflect upon it. Indeed his
entire philosophy is a product of this intuition; for he maintains that necessary representations are products of
the acting of a rational being and are not passively received. But this is something that he could only have
come to realize by means of intuition. Kant recognizes that self-consciousness occurs, i. How could he have
arrived at such a recognition? Only by means of an intuition--and such an intuition is certainly intellectual.
The Continuity Thesis 1Abbreviations: Foundations of Transcendental Philosophy Wissenschaftslehre nova
methodo, ed. Fichte- Gesamtausgabe der Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, ed. Four Early Essays ,
ed. For Kant would certainly maintain that we are conscious of the Categorical Imperative, would he not?
What sort of consciousness is this? Kant neglected to pose this question to himself, for nowhere did he discuss
the foundation of all philosophy. Instead in the Critique of Pure Reason he dealt only with theoretical
philosophy, within the context of which the Categorical Imperative could not appear. And in the Critique of
Practical Reason he dealt only with practical philosophy and discussed only the content of this sort of
consciousness, and thus the question concerning the very nature of this sort of consciousness could not arise
within the context of the Second Critique [IWL, p. I would not resurrect the continuity thesis but rather would
draw attention to four issues. First, Gram examined only three of the five forms of intellectual intuition
considered by Kant. The Continuity Thesis," Gram contends that intellectual intuition concerned Kant, Fichte,
and Schelling for different reasons. Kant wanted to show the legitimate application of the conditions necessary
for experience to objects and thus, reserved "intellectual intuition" to designate illegitimate application of the
categories to objects. Fichte aimed to distinguish between our manner of knowing objects and our mode of
acquaintance with the necessary subjective activities that condition experience. Schelling meant to deny the
distinction between the conditions of experience and the objects of experience. According to Gram, Kant
rejected three logically independent versions of intellectual intuition: He rejected this version of intellectual
intuition because space and time are a priori forms of human sensibility and not objective properties of things.
In the Inaugural Dissertation, Kant discussed an archetypal intellect that creates its objects in the act of
cognition, but he rejected this form of intellectual intuition as a possible mode of cognition for our ectypal
intellects because it violates the distinction between concepts and things. He also considered a form of
intellectual intuition that grasps the sum of all phenomena as a whole, which he rejected because it conflicts
with the spatio-temporal organization of intuition. Gram asserted that Fichte implemented none of the
concepts of intellectual intuition rejected by Kant but rather a form of intellectual intuition that collapses the
distinction between 2"Intellectual Intuition: Because all conceptual awareness involves self-awareness, this
intellectual intuition would be non-conceptual. Accordingly, Gram claims that Fichtean intellectual intuition
collapsed the distinction between phenomena and noumena insofar as the self-aware subject of this intuition is
also the intuited object of awareness and thus, is neither phenomenon nor noumenon. Since Fichte denied any
legitimate role for the concept of the thing-in-itself, he also denied any possible knowledge of the thing-initself. Likewise, the self-intuition occurs in time and thus, involves no consciousness of things- in-themselves.
Moreover, the unity intuited in this act is not a totality of phenomena but an ideal self that "ought but cannot"
be produced by us. Although he made only metaphorical allusions to the relation between the archetypal and
the phenomenal worlds, he regarded intellectual intuition as knowledge of the subjective-objective identity
that underpins experience. This absolute knowledge involves no insight into the self or its activities. Likewise,
it does not concern knowledge of things-in-themselves, because its object resides within phenomena.
Moreover, it presumes no acquaintance with the totality of phenomena but rather with the archetypes present
in individual phenomena. I University Park, PA: Penn State University Press, Kant and Intellectual Intuition
Kant discussed the possibility of five types of intellectual intuition: Although Gram ignored and Kant rejected
the last two types of intellectual intuition, Fichte accepted both. As intellects, we are conscious of the power to
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combine what is given and intuited according to the relations of inner sense. In the Critique of Pure Reason,
Kant claims that it follows the self must be more than mere appearance, but we can know it solely as
appearance and not as it exists in itself or might be given through a non-sensible intuition, because our
sensibility admits no intellectual intuition. Although self-intuition is necessary for the manifold to be given,
time, as the pure form of intuition, conditions self-intuition. Accordingly, Kant argues we cannot become
conscious of ourselves as self-active or self-determining. Nonetheless, we cannot directly grasp, or
intellectually intuit, our self-determining activity. The original synthetic unity of apperception yields
self-consciousness, but this consciousness entails no knowledge, which requires the determination of the
object according to the form of inner intuition. In the Critique of Practical Reason, Kant calls our awareness of
the moral law a fact of reason, because we have no preceding awareness of freedom and because what it
compels is not based on experience. Theoretische Vernunft , pp. Norman Kemp Smith New York: Thus, the
moral law is simply the undeniable, and indeed, the "sole fact of pure reason. Fichte and Intellectual Intuition
In the Jena Wissenschaftslehre, Fichte uses intellectual intuition in reference to four distinct ideas: In grasping
the moral law, the moral subject becomes conscious of itself as a willing subject with a moral obligation. The
immediate coincidence of self-awareness and moral awareness involves a self-reverting activity.
Consciousness of the ethical law enjoins an act of self-determination and thus, is itself a determinate
self-reverting activity. Real intellectual intuition is an actual fact of empirical consciousness whereby the
empirical subject obtains a concept of itself as a pure will. The philosophical concept of I- hood refers to a
being whose essence consists in self-activity. The philosopher infers this 11 "The consciousness of this
fundamental law may be called a fact of reason, since one cannot ferret it out from antecedent data of reason,
such as the consciousness of freedom for that is not antecedently given , and since it forces itself upon us as a
synthetic proposition a priori based on no pure or empirical intuition. It would be analytic if the freedom of the
will were presupposed, but for this, as a positive concept, an intellectual intuition would be needed, and here
we cannot assume it. In order to regard this law without any misinterpretation as given, one must note that it is
not an empirical fact but the sole fact of pure reason, which by it proclaims itself as an originating law"
[Critique of Practical Reason, trans. Lewis White Beck Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill Educational Publishing ,
p. Daniel Breazeale provided an analysis of the fourth form, the more obscure, inner intuition. In this way an
entirely alien ingredient, viz. The philosophical intellectual intuition, or Tathandlung, never enters in empirical
consciousness as a fact, because it is simply the structure of spontaneous pure self-consciousness, or I-hood.
Pure I-hood is thus an Idea employed hypothetically in order to prevent the theoretical account of
consciousness from falling into circularity. When the philosophizing subject thinks of himself, he engages in
self-reverting or self-determining activity, which is itself the concept of the I. It becomes a fact of
consciousness for the transcendental philosopher, who subjects the simple act of self-reflection to a higher act
of reflection. In other words, in order to think of oneself, one must first think of something else and then,
wrench oneself therefrom, which requires a free self-reverting activity. Consequently, philosophical
self-reflection involves a real act--a Tathandlung--resembling, but not identical to, the pure I presupposed as
grounding consciousness. Likewise, philosophical self-reflection involves an intuition, resembling, but not
identical to, the real intellectual intuition of moral consciousness. In the Wissenschaftslehre nova methodo,
Fichte presents inner intuition, which he also calls intellectual intuition, as a method of philosophizing. The I
is asserted in the act of self- reflection as self-positing and thus, the philosopher observes the generation of all
the other acts necessary for the I to posit itself as self-positing. In this manner, the philosopher "intuits" the
transcendental conditions that constitute the synthetic structure of consciousness, including the Tathandlung
grounding the philosophical self-reflection. His use of intellectual intuition seems to alter with each new work.
Moreover, one 16 "Pure willing at this point is not supposed to be anything other than an explanatory ground
of consciousness; it is still a hypothesis, not yet an object of consciousness. We obtain this knowledge through
immediate intuition, and in turn, we immediately intuit our immediate intuition itself. Pure intuition of the I as
subject-object is therefore possible. In On the I as Principle of Philosophy and Letters on Dogmatism and
Criticism , Schelling describes intellectual intuition as an immediate awareness of the unity of the subject and
object in self-consciousness. Both the subjective and objective intuitions involve a transition from conscious

Page 6

DOWNLOAD PDF THE PROBLEM OF INTELLECTUAL CONTINUITY
activity to unconscious repose, which reflection breaks by reintroducing the distinction between subject and
object present in ordinary consciousness. Although Schelling describes intellectual intuition as a form of
philosophical consciousness, he suggests that other mental states, such as aesthetic consciousness, mimic
intellectual intuition. In the System of Transcendental Idealism , Schelling retains the philosophical intuition
as a freely postulated ground of idealism. Although he allows that intellectual intuition involves a subjective
awareness, he also emphasizes that intellectual intuition includes an unconscious activity. So, intellectual
intuition comes to denote the unity of subjective, conscious awareness or cognition and objective, unconscious
activity or constitution. Creative intuition, or absolute knowing, grasps the archetypes within determinate
natural phenomena as well as the teleological determination of the parts of nature through the whole.
Nonetheless, transcendental philosophy cannot articulate absolute unity cognitively but must rely on art to
express it symbolically and on philosophy of nature to express it teleologically. In Bruno or On the Natural
and the Divine Principle of Things , Schelling revokes his claim that art serves as the ultimate philosophical
organon. However, he offers no discursive account of absolute knowing but rather positive metaphorical
descriptions and negative logical descriptions of the absolute. Nonetheless, he claims that real intuition of the
moral law is a subjective principle that falls within the realm of appearances. So, in Bruno, he claims that a
self that contains a subjective- objective dichotomy is a relative self, because absolute self-hood requires the
indifference of subject and object. Specifically, Kant, Fichte, and Schelling addressed the possibility of a
philosophical intuition of the I and of a real intuition of the moral law. Although they disagreed about
intellectual intuition, each employed it to define the borders of transcendental philosophy. For Kant, the limits
of knowledge were inseparable from the definition of intuition and the notion of the thing-in-itself. Were
intellectual intuitions permitted, things-in-themselves could be objects of intuitions. By defining all intuition
as sensible, he precluded both things-in- themselves as objects of knowledge and intellectual intuitions as
modes of consciousness. As a result, Kant struggled to describe self-consciousness and moral consciousness.
Allowing them as intellectual intuitions would violate the limits of knowledge he imposed but denying them
rendered the knowledge he desired impossible. Insofar as Fichte rejected the very notion of a thing-in-itself as
meaningless, Fichtean intellectual intuition involves no consciousness of things-in-themselves. Moreover,
since consciousness delimits its own "circle from which we cannot escape," the boundary of knowledge is not
bound to the definition of intuition. When modes of consciousness arose that involved immediate,
non-sensible awareness rather than immediate, sensible awareness, Fichte called them intellectual intuitions.
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