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The UN does this by working to prevent conflict; helping parties in conflict make peace; peacekeeping; and
creating the conditions to allow peace to hold and flourish. These activities often overlap and should reinforce
one another, to be effective. The UN Security Council has the primary responsibility for international peace
and security. The General Assembly and the Secretary-General play major, important, and complementary
roles, along with other UN offices and bodies. It calls upon the parties to a dispute to settle it by peaceful
means and recommends methods of adjustment or terms of settlement. Under Chapter VII of the Charter, the
Security Council can take enforcement measures to maintain or restore international peace and security. Such
measures range from economic sanctions to international military action. Through regular meetings, the
General Assembly provides a forum for Member States to express their views to the entire membership and
find consensus on difficult issues. It makes recommendations in the form of General Assembly Resolutions.
Decisions on important questions, such as those on peace and security, admission of new members and
budgetary matters, require a two-thirds majority, but other questions are decided by simple majority. How
does the UN maintain international peace and security? Preventive Diplomacy and Mediation The most
effective way to diminish human suffering and the massive economic costs of conflicts and their aftermath is
to prevent conflicts in the first place. Among the tools the Organization uses to bring peace are special envoys
and political missions in the field. Peacekeeping Peacekeeping has proven to be one of the most effective tools
available to the UN to assist host countries navigate the difficult path from conflict to peace. There are 15 UN
peacekeeping operations currently deployed and there have been a total of 71 deployed since Peacebuilding
United Nations peacebuilding activities are aimed at assisting countries emerging from conflict, reducing the
risk of relapsing into conflict and at laying the foundation for sustainable peace and development. The
Peacebuilding Support Office assists and supports the Peacebuilding Commission with strategic advice and
policy guidance, administers the Peacebuilding Fund and serves the Secretary-General in coordinating United
Nations agencies in their peacebuilding efforts. Countering Terrorism The United Nations is being
increasingly called upon to coordinate the global fight against terrorism. Eighteen universal instruments
against international terrorism have been elaborated within the framework of the United Nations system
relating to specific terrorist activities. This was the first time that Member States agreed to a common strategic
and operational framework against terrorism. Disarmament The General Assembly and other bodies of the
United Nations, supported by the Office for Disarmament Affairs , work to advance international peace and
security through the pursuit of the elimination of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction and
the regulation of conventional arms.
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Since its creation, the UN has often been called upon to prevent disputes from escalating into war, or to help
restore peace when armed conflict does break out, and to promote lasting peace in societies emerging from
wars. In some cases, the Council itself undertakes investigation and mediation. It may set forth principles for a
peaceful settlement. On many occasions, the Council has issued ceasefire directives which have been
instrumental in preventing wider hostilities. The General Assembly can also discuss any question relating to
international peace and security and make recommendations, if the issue is not currently being discussed by
the Security Council. One of the most vital roles played by the Secretary-General is the use of his "good
offices" â€” steps taken publicly and in private that draw upon his independence, impartiality and integrity to
prevent international disputes from arising, escalating or spreading. Conflict Prevention The main strategies
for preventing disputes from escalating into conflict, and for preventing the recurrence of conflict, are
preventive diplomacy and preventive disarmament. Preventive diplomacy refers to action taken to prevent
disputes from arising or from escalating into conflicts, and to limit the spread of conflicts when they occur. It
may take the form of mediation, conciliation or negotiation. Preventive diplomacy Early warning is an
essential component of prevention, and the United Nations carefully monitors developments around the world
to detect threats to international peace and security, thereby enabling the Security Council and the
Secretary-General to carry out preventive action. Envoys and special representatives of the Secretary-General
are engaged in mediation and preventive diplomacy throughout the world. In some trouble spots, the mere
presence of a skilled envoy can prevent the escalation of tension. This work is often undertaken in cooperation
with regional organizations. Preventive disarmament Complementing preventive diplomacy is preventive
disarmament, which seeks to reduce the number of small arms in conflict-prone regions. In El Salvador,
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Timor-Leste and elsewhere, this has entailed demobilizing combat forces, as well as
collecting and destroying their weapons as part of an overall peace agreement. Preventing Genocide and
Responsibility to Protect Prevention requires apportioning responsibility to and promoting collaboration
between concerned States and the international community. The duty to prevent and halt genocide and mass
atrocities lies first and foremost with the State, but the international community has a role that cannot be
blocked by the invocation of sovereignty. Sovereignty no longer exclusively protects States from foreign
interference; it is a charge of responsibility where States are accountable for the welfare of their people. The
efforts of their Office include alerting relevant actors to the risk of genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and
crimes against humanity, enhancing the capacity of the United Nations to prevent these crimes, including their
incitement. Peacekeeping United Nations peacekeeping operations are a vital instrument employed by the
international community to advance peace and security. Since then, there have been more than 70 UN
peacekeeping operations around the world. Over 70 years, UN peacekeeping has evolved to meet the demands
of different conflicts and a changing political landscape. Born at the time when Cold War rivalries frequently
paralyzed the Security Council, UN peacekeeping goals were primarily limited to maintaining ceasefires and
stabilizing situations on the ground, so that efforts could be made at the political level to resolve the conflict
by peaceful means. UN peacekeeping expanded in the s, as the end of the Cold War created new opportunities
to end civil wars through negotiated peace settlements. A large number of conflicts were brought to an end,
either through direct UN mediation or by the efforts of others acting with UN support. The conflicts of today,
while fewer in number, are deeply rooted. For example, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Darfur, and
South Sudan today, are in a second or third wave of conflict. And many are complicated by regional
dimensions that are key to their solution. In fact, some two-thirds of peacekeeping personnel today are
deployed in the midst of ongoing conflict, where peace agreements are shaky or absent. Conflicts today are
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also increasingly intensive, involving determined armed groups with access to sophisticated armaments and
techniques. The nature of conflict has also changed over the years. Building lasting peace in war-torn societies
is among the most daunting of challenges for global peace and security. Peacebuilding requires sustained
international support for national efforts across the broadest range of activities â€” monitoring ceasefires;
demobilizing and reintegrating combatants; assisting the return of refugees and displaced persons; helping
organize and monitor elections of a new government; supporting justice and security sector reform; enhancing
human rights protections and fostering reconciliation after past atrocities. The resolutions also identify the
need for the Commission to extend the period of international attention on post-conflict countries and where
necessary, highlight any gaps which threaten to undermine peacebuilding. Demining In , landmines and
explosive hazards killed approximately 10 people every day â€” most of them children, women and the elderly
â€” and severely maim countless more. Scattered in some 57 countries and 4 territories, landmines and other
explosive hazards are an ongoing reminder of conflicts which have been over for years or even decades. The
vision of the United Nations is a world free of the threat of landmines and explosive remnants of war, where
individuals and communities live in a safe environment conducive to development and where the needs of
victims are met. Twelve United Nations Departments and Offices of the Secretariat, specialized agencies,
funds and programmes play a role in mine-action programs in 30 countries and three territories. Mine action
makes it possible for peacekeepers to carry out patrols, for humanitarian agencies to deliver assistance, and for
ordinary citizens to live without the fear that a single misstep could cost them their lives. Mine action entails
more than removing landmines from the ground. It includes high impact efforts aimed at protecting people
from danger, helping victims become self-sufficient and active members of their communities and providing
opportunities for stability and sustainable development. A policy developed jointly by these institutions, the
Mine Action and Effective Coordination: Much of the actual work, such as demining and mine-risk education,
is carried out by nongovernmental organizations. But commercial contractors and, in some situations,
militaries, also provide humanitarian mine-action services. In addition, a variety of intergovernmental,
international and regional organizations, as well as international financial institutions, also support mine action
by funding operations or providing services to individuals and communities affected by landmines and
explosive remnants of war. United Nations peacekeeping operations often play a key role in this process.
UNMAS ensures an effective, proactive and coordinated response to the problems of landmines and explosive
remnants of war, including cluster munitions. It assesses and monitors the threat posed by mines and
unexploded ordnance on an ongoing basis, and develops policies and standards. The Service mobilizes
resources, and advocates in support of the global ban on anti-personnel landmines. UNMAS sets up and
manages mine-action coordination centres in countries and territories as part of peacekeeping operations and
humanitarian emergencies or crises. The UN has been actively engaged in addressing the problems posed by
landmines since the s. It acted decisively to address the use of weapons having indiscriminate effects when it
sponsored the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons.. In , that Convention was strengthened to
include the use of landmines in internal conflicts and to require that all mines be detectable. Eventually, a
growing public outcry, combined with the committed action of non-governmental organizations involved in
the International Campaign to Ban Land Mines ICBL , led to the adoption of a comprehensive global
agreement. As of November , it had States parties. Women and Children in Conflict In contemporary conflicts,
as much as 90 percent of casualties are among civilians, most of whom are women and children. Women in
war-torn societies can face specific and devastating forms of sexual violence, which are sometimes deployed
systematically to achieve military or political objectives. Moreover, women continue to be poorly represented
in formal peace processes, although they contribute in many informal ways to conflict resolution. However,
the UN Security Council has recognized that including women and gender perspectives in decision-making
can strengthen prospects for sustainable peace. The landmark resolution specifically addresses the situation of
women in armed conflict and calls for their participation at all levels of decision-making on conflict resolution
and peacebuilding. The four resolutions focus on two key goals: Since , the systematic engagement of the UN
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Security Council has firmly placed the situation of children affected by armed conflict as an issue affecting
peace and security. The Security Council has created a strong framework and provided the Secretary-General
with tools to respond to violations against children. The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for
Children and Armed Conflict serves as the leading UN advocate for the protection and well-being of children
affected by armed conflict. Peaceful uses of outer space The United Nations works to ensure that outer space
is used for peaceful purposes and that the benefits from space activities are shared by all nations. This concern
with the peaceful uses of outer space began soon after the launch of Sputnikâ€” the first artificial
satelliteâ€”by the Soviet Union in , and has kept pace with advances in space technology. The United Nations
has played an important role by developing international space law and by promoting international
cooperation in space science and technology. The Vienna-based United Nations Office for Outer Space serves
as the secretariat for the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and its subcommittees, and assists
developing countries in using space technology for development.
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For more information, please see the full notice. After the destruction of the Second World War, the nations of
Europe struggled to rebuild their economies and ensure their security. The former required a massive influx of
aid to help the war-torn landscapes re-establish industries and produce food, and the latter required assurances
against a resurgent Germany or incursions from the Soviet Union. The United States viewed an economically
strong, rearmed, and integrated Europe as vital to the prevention of communist expansion across the continent.
As a result, Secretary of State George Marshall proposed a program of large-scale economic aid to Europe.
The resulting European Recovery Program, or Marshall Plan , not only facilitated European economic
integration but promoted the idea of shared interests and cooperation between the United States and Europe.
Soviet refusal either to participate in the Marshall Plan or to allow its satellite states in Eastern Europe to
accept the economic assistance helped to reinforce the growing division between east and west in Europe. In
â€”, a series of events caused the nations of Western Europe to become concerned about their physical and
political security and the United States to become more closely involved with European affairs. Truman to
assert that the United States would provide economic and military aid to both countries, as well as to any other
nation struggling against an attempt at subjugation. A Soviet-sponsored coup in Czechoslovakia resulted in a
communist government coming to power on the borders of Germany. Attention also focused on elections in
Italy as the communist party had made significant gains among Italian voters. Furthermore, events in Germany
also caused concern. The occupation and governance of Germany after the war had long been disputed, and in
mid, Soviet premier Joseph Stalin chose to test Western resolve by implementing a blockade against West
Berlin, which was then under joint U. This Berlin Crisis brought the United States and the Soviet Union to the
brink of conflict, although a massive airlift to resupply the city for the duration of the blockade helped to
prevent an outright confrontation. These events caused U. To counter this possible turn of events, the Truman
Administration considered the possibility of forming a European-American alliance that would commit the
United States to bolstering the security of Western Europe. Signing of the Brussels Treaty The Western
European countries were willing to consider a collective security solution. In response to increasing tensions
and security concerns, representatives of several countries of Western Europe gathered together to create a
military alliance. Their treaty provided collective defense; if any one of these nations was attacked, the others
were bound to help defend it. At the same time, the Truman Administration instituted a peacetime draft,
increased military spending, and called upon the historically isolationist Republican Congress to consider a
military alliance with Europe. Vandenburg proposed a resolution suggesting that the President seek a security
treaty with Western Europe that would adhere to the United Nations charter but exist outside of the Security
Council where the Soviet Union held veto power. In spite of general agreement on the concept behind the
treaty, it took several months to work out the exact terms. Congress had embraced the pursuit of the
international alliance, but it remained concerned about the wording of the treaty. The nations of Western
Europe wanted assurances that the United States would intervene automatically in the event of an attack, but
under the U. Constitution the power to declare war rested with Congress. Negotiations worked toward finding
language that would reassure the European states but not obligate the United States to act in a way that
violated its own laws. While the European nations argued for individual grants and aid, the United States
wanted to make aid conditional on regional coordination. A third issue was the question of scope. The
Brussels Treaty signatories preferred that membership in the alliance be restricted to the members of that
treaty plus the United States. Together, these countries held territory that formed a bridge between the
opposite shores of the Atlantic Ocean, which would facilitate military action if it became necessary. President
Truman inspecting a tank produced under the Mutual Defense Assistance Program The result of these
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extensive negotiations was the signing of the North Atlantic Treaty in In this agreement, the United States,
Canada, Belgium, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, and the
United Kingdom agreed to consider attack against one an attack against all, along with consultations about
threats and defense matters. This collective defense arrangement only formally applied to attacks against the
signatories that occurred in Europe or North America; it did not include conflicts in colonial territories. After
the treaty was signed, a number of the signatories made requests to the United States for military aid. Soon
after the creation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the outbreak of the Korean War led the members
to move quickly to integrate and coordinate their defense forces through a centralized headquarters. The North
Korean attack on South Korea was widely viewed at the time to be an example of communist aggression
directed by Moscow, so the United States bolstered its troop commitments to Europe to provide assurances
against Soviet aggression on the European continent. West German entry led the Soviet Union to retaliate with
its own regional alliance, which took the form of the Warsaw Treaty Organization and included the Soviet
satellite states of Eastern Europe as members. The threat of this form of response was meant to serve as a
deterrent against Soviet aggression on the continent. Although formed in response to the exigencies of the
developing Cold War, NATO has lasted beyond the end of that conflict, with membership even expanding to
include some former Soviet states. It remains the largest peacetime military alliance in the world.

Page 6

DOWNLOAD PDF THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF
COLLECTIVE SECURITY
Chapter 4 : The united nations and the cold war - Collective Security
This book examines one of the most important challenges facing the United Nations today: the effective and lawful use
of force by or under the authority of the UN to maintain or restore peace. In particular, the book provides a legal analysis
of the institutional mechanisms and processes which the.

Collective Security - The united nations and the cold war Photo by: Because the League of Nations had
become discredited, especially in the eyes of the Soviet Union, which was expelled from the league in for
attacking Finland, it was necessary to create a new world organization. With strong support from American
public opinion, the United Nations was officially established in after earlier conferences and discussions. It
differed in some particulars from the League of Nations but reflected the same basic philosophy of collective
security. In order to make it more effective, the United Nations Charter placed more power in the hands of the
five major states, which were given veto powers and permanent representation in the upper chamber, the
Security Council, which had exclusive jurisdiction in security matters. Initially, the Security Council also had
six nonpermanent members. This was later expanded to ten. Based according to the charter on "the principle
of the sovereign equality of all its members," all of which pledged themselves to "refrain in their international
relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state,"
the United Nations endowed the Security Council with "primary responsibility for the maintenance of
international peace and security," charging other members with a duty to "accept and carry out the decisions of
the Security Council. The Security Council "shall determine the existence of any threat to the peace, breach of
the peace, or act of aggression" and decide what to do, including taking "such action by air, sea or land forces
as may be necessary to maintain or restore international peace and security. Once the war was over, amity
dissolved in quarrels between the United States and the Soviet Union. Their continued goodwill and
cooperation was a condition for United Nations success. Critics of collective security pointed out at this time
that as a plan of war prevention it suffers from the defect of assuming the problem already solved. It assumes
that the great majority of the world powers are naturally peace loving, and that war is caused only by the
occasional transgressions of a bad nation, led into wickedness by unusual circumstances. If this is true, the
problem of war is not so great in any case. Put concretely, if the superpowers could keep on friendly terms and
cooperate for world peace, all would be reasonably well; if they could not, then no collective security plan
could work. The apparently fortuitous absence from the Security Council at that time of the Soviet Union,
which otherwise could have vetoed the resolution, facilitated this decision. A major war ensued in Korea, as
United Nations forces, of which the great majority were American, turned back the North Korean "aggressors"
and then invaded the north, only to encounter Chinese intervention. The paradox of calling war on this scale a
peaceable "police action" struck home forcibly. Not everyone was then persuaded that North Korea was the
aggressor, although, subsequently, clear evidence emerged that, encouraged by China and the USSR, it did
launch an overt attack in Border incidents and provocations in an unnaturally divided land had been going on
for several years, and the UN forces, commanded by an American general, Douglas MacArthur, seemed less
those of the United Nations than of the United States. The armistice negotiated in , which left the north-south
border in Korea not far from where it had originally been, underscored the futility of the enterprise, if one
thought of it as "punishing the aggressor. Comment about this article, ask questions, or add new information
about this topic:
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Early mentions[ edit ] Collective security is one of the most promising approaches for peace and a valuable
device for power management on an international scale. Cardinal Richelieu proposed a scheme for collective
security in , which was partially reflected in the Peace of Westphalia. In the eighteenth century many
proposals were made for collective security arrangements, especially in Europe. His key argument is that a
union of free states would promote peaceful society worldwide: Addressing at Capitol Hill, Mirza Masroor
Ahmad , the fifth Caliph of the movement, explaining verse 9 of chapter 49 of the Quran, said: If, however,
one of the parties does not accept the terms of agreement and wages war, then other countries should unite
together and stop that aggressor. When the aggressive nation is defeated and agrees to mutual negotiation, then
all parties should work towards an agreement that leads to long-standing peace and reconciliation. The time
must come when the imperative necessity for the holding of a vast, an all-embracing assemblage of men will
be universally realized. Such a peace demandeth that the Great Powers should resolve, for the sake of the
tranquility of the peoples of the earth, to be fully reconciled among themselves. Should any king take up arms
against another, all should unitedly arise and prevent him. If this be done, the nations of the world will no
longer require any armaments, except for the purpose of preserving the security of their realms and of
maintaining internal order within their territories. This will ensure the peace and composure of every people,
government and nation. The organization was international in scope with a third of the members of parliament
, in the 24 countries with parliaments, serving as members of the IPU by Its aims were to encourage
governments to solve international disputes by peaceful means and arbitration and annual conferences were
held to help governments refine the process of international arbitration. It was these alliances that came into
effect at the start of the First World War in , drawing all the major European powers into the war. This was the
first major war in Europe between industrialized countries and the first time in Western Europe the results of
industrialization for example mass production had been dedicated to war. The result of this industrial warfare
was an unprecedented casualty level with eight and a half million members of armed services dead, an
estimated 21 million wounded, and approximately 10 million civilian deaths. The causes identified included
arms races , alliances, secret diplomacy, and the freedom of sovereign states to enter into war for their own
benefit. The perceived remedies to these were seen as the creation of an international organization whose aim
was to prevent future war through disarmament , open diplomacy, international co-operation, restrictions on
the right to wage wars, and penalties that made war unattractive to nations. This contrasts with self-help
strategies of engaging in war for purely immediate national interest. While collective security is possible,
several prerequisites have to be met for it to work. Collective Security also contrasts with alliances in term of
different forms. D dissertation of Andreatta, collective security is based on the perspective of all together in a
group against any one rather than on unilateral idea of some against specific others. Moreover, it is also
different from alliance since collective security is built to focus on internal regulation required universal
membership while alliance is built to deter or reduce an outside threat as an exclusive institution. For alliance,
states would see their allies as absolute gain and their enemies as relative gains without legal obligation.
Opposite with short term interest of allies fighting for a common threat, collective security tends to use
universal interests for global peace. Collective Security is achieved by setting up an international cooperative
organisation, under the auspices of international law and this gives rise to a form of international collective
governance, albeit limited in scope and effectiveness. The collective security organisation then becomes an
arena for diplomacy, balance of power and exercise of soft power. The use of hard power by states, unless
legitimised by the Collective Security organisation, is considered illegitimate, reprehensible and needing
remediation of some kind. The collective security organisation not only gives cheaper security, but also may
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be the only practicable means of security for smaller nations against more powerful threatening neighbours
without the need of joining the camp of the nations balancing their neighbours. The concept of "collective
security" forwarded by men such as Michael Joseph Savage , Martin Wight , Immanuel Kant , and Woodrow
Wilson , are deemed to apply interests in security in a broad manner, to "avoid grouping powers into opposing
camps, and refusing to draw dividing lines that would leave anyone out. By employing a system of collective
security, the UN hopes to dissuade any member state from acting in a manner likely to threaten peace, thereby
avoiding any conflict. Collective security selectively incorporates the concept of both balance of power and
global government. However, the term "Collective Security" is not the same as Balance of power, mentioned
in Realism theory. Since states look at the world as having security dilemma due to the fear of relative gain,
state does not want any state to become predominant causing a mutually restraining equilibrium. In other
word, Balance of power between states opts for decentralization of power. States are separate actors who do
not subordinate their autonomy or sovereignty to a central. Balance of power fails to maintain stability led to
break down of war as in the case of Napoleonic Wars and World Wars when states unilaterally decided to be
unwilling or unable to fight. At the same time, the concept of global government is about centralization.
Global government is a centralized institutional system that possesses the power use of force like a well
established sovereign nation state. This concept strips states of their "standing as centers of power and policy,
where issues of war and peace are concerned," [21] and superimposing on them "an institution possessed of
the authority and capability to maintain, by unchallengeable force so far as may be necessary, the order and
stability of a global community. Basic assumptions[ edit ] Organski lists five basic assumptions underlying the
theory of collective security: All member nation-states are equally committed to contain and constrain the
aggression, irrespective of its source or origin. All member nation-states have identical freedom of action and
ability to join in proceedings against the aggressor. The cumulative power of the cooperating members of the
alliance for collective security will be adequate and sufficient to overpower the might of the aggressor. In the
light of the threat posed by the collective might of the nations of a collective security coalition, the aggressor
nation will modify its policies, or if unwilling to do so, will be defeated. Prerequisites[ edit ] Morgenthau
states that three prerequisites must be met for collective security to successfully prevent war: The collective
security system must be able to assemble military force in strength greatly in excess to that assembled by the
aggressor s thereby deterring the aggressor s from attempting to change the world order defended by the
collective security system. Those nations, whose combined strength would be used for deterrence as
mentioned in the first prerequisite, should have identical beliefs about the security of the world order that the
collective is defending. Nations must be willing to subordinate their conflicting interests to the common good
defined in terms of the common defense of all member-states. In the League of Nations[ edit ] After World
War I, the first large scale attempt to provide collective security in modern times was the establishment of the
League of Nations in â€” The provisions of the League of Nations Covenant represented a weak system for
decision-making and for collective action. According to Palmer and Perking, they pointed failure of United
States in joining League of Nations and the rise of USSR outside the League as one of major reasons why it
was failed under enforcement of collective security [24]. After the invasion, members of the League passed a
resolution calling for Japan to withdraw or face severe penalties. The Japanese replied by quitting the League.
A similar process occurred in , when Italy invaded Abyssinia now Ethiopia. Sanctions were passed, but Italy
would have vetoed any stronger resolution. Thus, neither enforced any serious sanctions against the Italian
government. Additionally, in this case and with the Japanese invasion of Manchuria, the absence of the United
States from the League of Nations deprived it of another major power that could have used economic leverage
against either of the aggressor states. Inaction by the League subjected it to criticisms that it was weak and
concerned more with European issues most leading members were European , and it did not deter Hitler from
his plans to dominate Europe. One active and articulate exponent of collective security during the immediate
pre-war years was the Soviet foreign minister, Maxim Litvinov. However, there are grounds for doubt about
the depth of Soviet commitment to the principle as well as that of Western powers. The war in Europe broke
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out a week later, with the invasion of Poland , starting on September 1, Thus, this could be seen that
collective security does not always work due to the lack of commitment and unwillingness of states or
International Community to act in concert Mingst Under United Nations and recent events[ edit ] The United
Nations Charter , although containing stronger provisions for decision-making and collective military action
than those of the League of Nations Covenant, does not represent a complete system of collective security, but
rather a balance between collective action on the one hand and continued operation of the states system
including the continued special roles of great powers on the other. States in UN collective security system are
selective to support or oppose UN action in certain conflicts based on their self-interests. United Nations can
be somehow seen as the platform for self-interest purposes for members in Security Council due to their Veto
power and excessive assistance or aid. This has made those states to act unilaterally ignoring the approval, or
flout orders of Security Council not to act unilaterally. However, this does not mean collective security in the
UN is completely fail. The role of the UN and collective security in general is evolving, given the rise of
internal state conflicts. Since the end of World War II, there have been military conflicts worldwide, but only
9 of these have involved two or more states going to war with one another. The remainder have either been
internal civil wars or civil wars where other nations intervened in some manner. This means that collective
security may have to evolve towards providing a means to ensure stability and a fair international resolution to
those internal conflicts. Whether this will involve more powerful peacekeeping forces, or a larger role for the
UN diplomatically, will likely be judged on a case-by-case basis. Collective defense[ edit ] Collective defense
is an arrangement, usually formalized by a treaty and an organization, among participant states that commit
support in defense of a member state if it is attacked by another state outside the organization. NATO is the
best known collective defense organization; its famous Article 5 calls on but does not fully commit member
states to assist another member under attack. Collective defense has its roots in multiparty alliances and entails
benefits as well as risks. Smaller members of NATO, for example, have leeway to invest a greater proportion
of their budget on non-military priorities, such as education or health, since they can count on other members
to come to their defense, if needed. On the other hand, collective defense also involves risky commitments.
Member states can become embroiled in costly wars benefiting neither the direct victim nor the aggressor. In
World War I , countries in the collective defense arrangement known as the Triple Entente France , Britain ,
Russia were pulled into war quickly when Russia started full mobilization against Austria-Hungary , whose
ally Germany subsequently declared war on Russia.
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The collective security system of the United Nations will be more efficient, robust and credible if, in order to address
threats to the inter- national peace and security, it deals with each situation on an individual.
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