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Chapter 1 : Debut Novelist Christine Higdon on Character, Synaesthesia, & the Importance of Names | Ope
The Very Marrow of Our Bones by Christine Higdon is a very highly recommended debut novel which follows five
decades in the lives of two women and a mystery. "Sometimes pain brings people together, helps them to cross the
grand abyss of human discord.

Two women - Bette and Alice - have disappeared without a trace, and suspicion and accusations simmer under
the surface, pushing the town to the edge. No one knows what really happened Only one person in town has
found a clue: Lulu keeps the secret, burying the note where no one can find it, until even she has almost
forgotten. Jessica Westhead called the debut novel "wise and fiercely tender She confesses her own secret
having a favourite character! Tell us about the main character in your new book. My book revolves around
three women: Am I a bad mother if I claim a favourite? As a farmer and an environmentalist, Doris is
someone who spends her life quietly and firmly resisting the status quo. Raised in a fundamentalist church,
Doris constantly wrestles with her belief in God and, for forty years, with something she witnessed and failed
to do anything about. All of my early readers loved Doris. She very quickly emerged as someone who wishes
to live with great integrity and curiosity. Her passion and reverence for the natural world and every living
thing in it gives her life meaning. Do you have anything in common with your main character? Doris and I are
both synaesthetes. We experience the world â€” names, words, music, and even events â€” as colours. For
example, to Doris, her mother is pale yellow, like the inside of a lemon peel, while her father is burgundy. She
herself is the colour red. Doris and I also have a thing against coffee. Some writers feel characters take on a
"life of their own" during the writing process. Do you agree with this, or is a writer always in control? My
characters most certainly had lives of their own. I went kayaking with a friend the summer I turned my final
edit over to my agent. Another time, after a long, solitary period of working on the book, another friend and I
were talking about writing and loneliness. Being so real, they made it easier for me to walk them into their
book lives. Do you find yourself gravitating to one narrative point of view e. If so, what do you like about
building a character in that particular format? Both Doris and Bette are in close third person, present tense.
Lulu is written in first person, recounting her story in past tense. Each woman seemed to demand a certain
approach. But first person felt too close for Doris, so I went back to something a little more distant, which
suited her better. I was intrigued by how point of view could feel so right or so wrong. It became clear to me
that it powerfully affected how much we could or should know about each character. How do you choose
names for your characters? I spent a lot of time naming my characters and it was something I hugely enjoyed
doing. It felt virtually as important to me that they were properly named as finding names for my sons did. I
have always found graveyards and the obituary pages sources of interesting names. Ultimately, though, all my
characters, no matter where they landed on the lovability continuum, got names I love. I can see my characters
as clearly as if they were living beings, more than just drawn on the page. I think we all do this when we read,
but it was particularly exciting to write a character myself, exactly as I saw them. This will make it hard for
me if the book is ever to be made into a movie! What actor would you most love to cast to play your most
recent main character? This is the best question! Patricia Clarkson with dark hair, of course as Doris? Ellen
Page as young Lulu? Alison Janney as Bette? Daughter of a Newfoundlander and a British Columbian,
Christine lives in Mimico, Ontario, where she hooks rugs, worries about the bees, and longs for either ocean.
This is her first novel.
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Chapter 2 : She Treads Softly: The Very Marrow of Our Bones
Christine Higdon liked Jennifer's review of The Very Marrow of Our Bones: "I fell in love with the characters in this book
and became very attached to them. Beautiful character development and relationships between the characters.

How do we turn what we know to be true into lies and the lies into new truths" On a cold day in November,
two women go missing. The year is and the women are Bette Parsons, a married mother of five and the other,
Alice McFee, a woman married to a strange man who seems to give everyone the "creeps". The local
community fears the worse and the rumor mill has the women abducted by drifters and murdered by angry
husbands. No trace of the women have been found 3. No trace of the women have been found and local law
enforcement officials can neither find the women nor determine if foul play was involved in their
disappearance. There is a local woman, Doris Tenpenny, who sells eggs to the community. She communicates
by writing on a piece of paper. People feel safe telling her things but in this case, when questioned by the
police, even she has no idea where the women are or if they are even alive. She keeps her secret and a couple
others for most of her life and then later, at the age of 50, she learns she is not alone in keeping secrets. This
book could very well be a mystery; and to a small degree it is, but it is also a quiet study on choices. Lulu lives
with her secrets as her life spirals during her childhood and adolescence. She is not really monitored closely as
the entire family is dealing with grief and she makes some reckless and dangerous choices. As she becomes an
adult, she drifts from one place to the next following work. She is a musician by trade and rarely comes home
but finally, after a tragedy, she comes home to face the truth. This book is a quiet book about loss, secrets,
finding happiness and moving on. Although most of the books focus is on Lulu and Doris, the other characters
in the book are significant as well. Through them we learn about life in this quiet town, how people deal with
loss and grief. Atmospheric and thoughtful, "The Very Marrow of our Bones" touches on childhood
attachments, secrets, loss, love, pain, grief and family. So where are the missing women? One will need to
read the book to find the answers to those questions. The molestation is not graphic but still may upset some.
Thank you for making this book available. See more of my reviews at www.
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Chapter 3 : Off the Shelf: The Very Marrow of our Bones - CBC Player
Higdon lovingly excavates the truth behind the women's disappearance, a story buried beneath years of secrecy,
trauma, and small-town dramaâ€”but does not hesitate to add plenty of salt to the wounds first.

So it is for ten year old Lulu and her four brothers, when her mother and another neighborhood lady
disappears on the same day. Geordie, her eldest brother is mentally impaired, but he is the only one who
insists their mother will return. This is a small town, filled with the various characters that often make up a
towns population. Gibson does a exemplary job with these characters, we come to know many, feel for some,
disgusted with others. The absence of their mother is felt and after upon differently by each family member.
Lulu makes some bad decisions, but desperate for a friend, for approval she is a willing participant to an older
mans schemes. My favorite character though is Dora, a girl and then woman who cannot talk. Who sees
people as colors and can tell much when their colors change. She sees much, but tells little, or rather writes
little. She shares the narrating duties with Lulu, and though some of the things she does are strange,cshe is also
the most honest, the most matter of fact. Over the next forth years things will change for these characters,
discoveries are made, and some surprising turns are taken. I enjoyed this story, it was heartfelt, well written
and character driven. The closeness, sometimes claustrophobic atmosphere of small towns, is well drawn. The
characters, change and grow, come together, and come apart before coming full circle. Loved the ending, so
tiring and I felt honestly and compassionately told. Beamis12 May 26, When Lulu Parsons is ten, her mother
and another woman from their small town in Vancouver disappear on the same day. No one knows what has
become of them; have they been abducted, or murdered, or did they run away together? But Lulu has found a
note and knows that her mother is alive. The absence of Bette Parsons tips Lulu into a life of criminal activity,
sexual abuse, drugs, drinking, and sleeping with pretty much anyone who asks- and no one in the family is
aware of this. Her ineffectual father is at a loss as to how to deal with his family. Doris is the mute daughter of
the fire and brimstone preacher who expects unreasonable things of his family. She sells eggs and vegetables
at their farm stand and customers tell her their secrets, as if they think being unable to speak means being
unable to communicate. In reality, she is the most perceptive person in town. She and Lulu find themselves
thrown together oddly, when the man who has abused them both leaves his property to the two of them when
he dies in a strange accident. The story is not just about Lulu and Doris, though; it has a huge cast of
characters. More than once I got confused as to who people were. The story is not told in linear time but jumps
around, which added to my confusion. Covering more than forty years, the story sees the people go through a
lot of changes. I found the book irresistible- I could not stay away from it. The lost are found. Sons reach out
to fathers after years of silence. Bette Parsons and neighbor Alice McFee disappear, seemingly without a trace.
Bette left behind her husband and five children. Her youngest and only daughter, ten-year-old Lulu, found the
brief note her mother left and, telling no one, hid it. Forty years later when talking to her brother, Lulu tells
him of the secret note and he says he had secrets of his own about their mother, but dies before he can share
them. She does know secrets about Aloysius McFee, husband to the missing Alice, however, and knows to
never trust him. When she sees young Lulu meeting him, she knows it means trouble, but she tells no one
about what she sees. Doris is an alert and discerning witness to the lives and secrets around her. Both women
become connected through a shared inheritance, as well as unspoken secrets. The Very Marrow of Our Bones
is a wonderful, well-written, and perceptive novel that follows the lives of these two very different women for
over five decades. I enjoyed this novel from beginning to end. Much of the pleasure in this fine novel is found
in following the path that each of their lives traversed while heading toward the conclusion. It is an immersive
reading experience. Both of the characters are admirably well-developed and clearly written as very different
individuals. Although the mystery of the disappearing women is always present, it really is also in the back
ground, there but pursued, for most of the story. The novel really focuses on the myriad of different results
that are direct consequences of secrets and actions. I did have to think about the ending for a bit before writing
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this review and decided that it was a fitting resolution to the novel. My review copy was courtesy of ECW
Press.

Page 4

DOWNLOAD PDF THE VERY MARROW OF OUR BONES CHRISTINE
HIGDON
Chapter 4 : The Very Marrow of Our Bones by Christine Higdon | Literary Hoarders
Christine Higdon writer.

Bette Parsons and Alice McFee have gone, one has left behind a letter that only Lulu, her daughter, will read,
evidence she chooses to bury. And what of Alice, married to a strange man? Lulu seems set up for a life of
terrible secrets, and choices that can be ruinous. What does the letter matter? Her mother is gone either way.
Geordie is the sweet spot in the novel, the ache. There was an abyss of suffering inside her mother, one that
maybe Lulu could feel but not quite wrap her mind around. Did she meet a terrible end, or simply decide to
leave her life? That is the burning question, the haunting misery that will remain unanswered for many years.
Is it because she communicates by writing on paper? Is it the simplicity of her silence that gives others the
freedom and comfort to unload? Just what does she know about the two missing women? Maybe Lulu suffers
for it, as much as Doris. Motherless Lulu runs free as she grows up and gets involved in things no child
should. Getting into the car with Mr. Their confessions will go no further, of that they are sure. Doris sees
colors, she is also very perceptive when it comes to other people and their emotional state, she is a hard
worker, there is a rhythm to her life that works. But she has known trauma too. Innocence seems impossible,
everyone in this novel loses more than just physical connections to loved ones. Not knowing is just as
torturous as knowing too much, and I am not strictly speaking about knowing what happened. There is tragedy
in the direction people take, and it touches everyone. Sometimes we do wrong and are helpless to stop it- for
attention, for escape, there is always a reason why. The characters are certainly human, and deeply flawed. I
enjoyed it, I was horrified, uncomfortable, angry at behaviors while also empathizing.
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Chapter 5 : Review of â€œThe Very Marrow of our Bonesâ€• â€“ Clayton's Quips
Closing the final pages of Christine Higdon's beautiful novel, "The Very Marrow of Our Bones", feels like saying goodbye
to life-long friends. I shall miss Lulu Parsons and Doris Tenpenny, and all the characters I fell deeply in love with in this
literary masterpiece.

Lulu and Doris are both very different from each another but their perspectives made for such a satisfying
reading experience. To simply put it, it was just right and definitely what I was needing and begging for after
reading way too many dud books kids! I also did not mind one bit the amount of time spent reading it â€” this
is a book with some heft, but I was never anxious for it to end or grew impatient with it at any point along the
way. The Very Marrow of Our Bones catches your eye with this teaser: Defiance, faith, and triumph in a
heartrending novel about daughters and mothers. It is a story of profound loss and abuse too, but it was such a
warm and touching read at times with so many tender and beautifully described moments. I was waiting for a
book where I could say the writing was like butter. To the rest of the family, Bette has simply disappeared, but
Lulu has found the note she left her husband on the table Wally, it says, I will not live in a tarpaper shack for
the rest of my life. On the same day that Bette left, Alice McFee disappears as well. Doris does know
however, that Mr. McFee is bad news and his hanging around Lulu can only bring about more bad news. I
loved, loved Doris Tenpenny â€” the woman who never speaks, who has never spoken a word in her life, but
has great concern for Lulu hanging around Mr. There is a chapter voiced by Doris where I felt it to be
complete perfection. The entire chapter contained everything I crave when reading. It was where Doris is
explaining to the reader her devoutly religious father, his high expectations and how their family behaves and
has been conditioned to behave when he is present. I thought this whole chapter was exceptionally written and
solidified all the reasons why I loved this book as much as I did. At first, Lulu thinks she needs to look for a
new mother and enlists Nadine to help her out. One botched experience in that pursuit had me smiling wide
â€” it was when the girls were in the home of Mrs. Tanner, the overly religious woman. After she tells the
girls the story of Samson from the bible, Nadine questions the unreliable and male focus of the stories in the
bible. This particular line had me smiling even wider too: Bleak, shattering pain took its place. Doris learned
this from all the parents who leaked their sorrow, like cracked eggshells and split yolks, all over the egg stand.
Someone has altered her Rachel Carson quote. It is surely Lulu who has erased everything but to the very
marrow of our bones. Above it, Lulu has added two words: While they are very different stories, both gave me
immensely satisfying reading experiences. This book also reminded me of Swimming Lessons by Claire
Fuller, probably because of the missing mother and the impact of not having her around during their formative
years and the immense impact this had upon shaping their lives. Lulu addresses the trauma and confusion it
caused: I have hated her for forty years for leaving us. My mother gave us inconsolable lives, all of us. With
all the twists and turns and the reveals, that second part had to be in there! And, how it endedâ€¦. THAT was a
beautiful ending. It was an ending as satisfying and wonderful just like the one in Most Anything You Please.
I may have also shed a tear on that ending! This is at the end of the book and contains some of the songs
mentioned throughout. In short, I loved it. When this one was on the shelf, I was constantly drawn to it â€” I
would pick it up, appreciate its heft, the cover, the feel of the pages. Leave a Reply Your email address will
not be published.
Chapter 6 : THE VERY MARROW OF OUR BONES by Christine Higdon | Kirkus Reviews
The Very Marrow of Our Bones is indeed wonderful storytelling, told by two unforgettable characters - Lulu and Doris.
Well, for most of the book it is Lulu and Doris' alternating voices. Well, for most of the book it is Lulu and Doris'
alternating voices.
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Chapter 7 : Review of The Very Marrow of Our Bones () â€” Foreword Reviews
The Very Marrow of Our Bones: A Novel - Kindle edition by Christine Higdon. Download it once and read it on your
Kindle device, PC, phones or tablets. Use features like bookmarks, note taking and highlighting while reading The Very
Marrow of Our Bones: A Novel.

Chapter 8 : The Very Marrow of Our Bones: A Novel by Christine Higdon | LibraryThing
The Very Marrow of Our Bones, by Christine Higdon, ECW Press, pp., $ (ECW Press) One cold November morning in ,
Bette Parsons leaves Fraser Arm, B.C., walking out on her husband Wally.

Chapter 9 : The Very Marrow of Our Bones | Christine Higdon | | NetGalley
Higdon's debut novel is a finely observed chronicle of two women's lives. In , in a small town near Vancouver, year-old
Lulu Parson's mother, Bette, and a neighbor go missing.
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