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Gain an intimate understanding of one of the key figures in American history in this detailed biography of Thomas
Jefferson. It is virtually impossible to overstate the influence that Jefferson exerted during and after the formation of the
United States, ranging from his stint as president to his formation of the American system of higher education and
beyond.

To Thomas Jefferson [] To Thomas Jefferson [] After I got home, being alone and wanting amusement, I sat
down to explain to myself for there is such a thing my ideas of national and civil rights, and the distinction
between them. I send them to you to see how nearly we agree. Suppose twenty persons, strangers to each
other, to meet in a country not before inhabited. Each would be a Sovereign in his own natural right. His will
would be his law, but his power, in many cases, inadequate to his right; and the consequence would be that
each might be exposed, not only to each other, but to the other nineteen. It would then occur to them that their
condition would be much improved, if a way could be devised to exchange that quantity of danger into so
much protection; so that each individual should possess the strength of the whole number. As all their rights in
the first case are natural rights, and the exercise of those rights supported only by their own natural individual
power, they would begin by distinguishing between those rights they could individually exercise, fully and
perfectly, and those they could not. Of the first kind are the rights of thinking, speaking, forming and giving
opinions, and perhaps are those which can be fully exercised by the individual without the aid of exterior
assistance; or in other words, rights of personal competency. Of the second kind are those of personal
protection, of acquiring and possessing property, in the exercise of which the individual natural power is less
than the natural right. Having drawn this line they agree to retain individually the first class of Rights, or those
of personal competency; and to detach from their personal possession the second class, or those of defective
power, and to accept in lieu thereof a right to the whole power produced by a condensation of all the parts.
These I conceive to be civil rights, or rights of compact, and are distinguishable from natural rights because in
the one we act wholly in our own person, in the other we agree not to do so, but act under the guarantee of
society. It therefore follows that the more of those imperfect natural rights or rights of imperfect power we
give up, and thus exchange, the more security we possess; and as the word liberty is often mistakenly put for
security, Mr. Wilson has confused his argument by confounding the terms. But it does not follow that the
more natural rights of every kind we assign the more security we possess, because if we resign those of the
first class we may suffer much by the exchange; for where the right and the power are equal with each other in
the individual, naturally, they ought to rest there. Wilson must have some allusion to this distinction, or his
position would be subject to the inference you draw from it. I consider the individual sovereignty of the States
retained under the act of confederation to be of the second class of right. It becomes dangerous because it is
defective in the power necessary to support it. It answers the pride and purpose of a few men in each State, but
the State collectively is injured by it. However, there is no question that it was written by Thomas Paine.
Gilbert Chinard, the eminent Jeffersonian scholar, at first believed it to be written by Jefferson, and so stated
in the first edition of his Thomas Jefferson, The Apostle of Americanism, but in his second edition he admitted
his error. I still believe," he added, "that it sums up so concisely the early philosophy of Thomas Jefferson that
it may not be out of place to reproduce it again.
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Thomas Jefferson was a man that truly loved freedom. His contribution to the Declaration of Independence was and is
truly amazing. He was a man of two separate sides, he believed in what he wrote about liberty and was really against
slavery, but didn't really know how to go about freeing the slaves.
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I read this book on a kindle it's relatively long - + pages, but I didn't know that when I started (a minor pet peeve about
kindle's habit of keeping track of progress by percentages, rather than my lifetime-learned page numbers.).
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Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
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Read "Thomas Jefferson: The Apostle of Americanism" by Gilbert Chinard with Rakuten Kobo. The Library of Alexandria
is an independent small business publishing house.
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Read this excerpt from Thomas Jefferson: The Apostle of Americanism by Gilbert Chinard. "I think it is Montaigne who
has said that ignorance is the softest pillow on which a man can rest his head," he wrote to Edmund Randolph.
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About Thomas Jefferson. Thomas Jefferson () was the third president of the United States of America and the principal
author of the Declaration of Independence. He served in the Continental Congress as a representative from Virginia,
and was the wartime governor of Virginia.
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