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The belligerents strove in general to control the major transportation and trade routes, not just the sea routes
that connected the colonies with the mother country, or the land routes that existed between the different
colonies, but also the major fur trade routes leading to the interior of North America. These were normally
along lakes and rivers and stretching from the Atlantic to the Mississippi. Many Native American Nations
lived by these routes, and became involved in the wars between the great powers of Europe. The belligerents
built fortified positions at major transportation hubs and requested the help of the local Native population to
defend these, and to attack enemy positions. A common view is that European combat methods and military
tactics were not adapted to the American forests and to the Native American art of war. It is therefore
conjectured that the English colonists designed new combat techniques, inspired by the Indian combat
methods. These techniques, which included cover and stressed ambushes , is supposed to have been the reason
why the colonists finally defeated the French, and then the British army during the American Revolutionary
War. In reality, however, the French and Indian wars were finally won by Britain through the application of
traditional European tactics. The Fortress of Louisbourg surrendered twice after sieges conducted according to
the rules of European warfare, and the Battle of the Plains of Abraham was a European battle fought in closed
formations in the open. The numerical inferiority of the French forces in North America made it impossible to
fight a war according to standard European tactics. Hence the French to a large extent made use of indigenous
allies see below. The Battle of the Monongahela was the largest achievement of the petty warfare tactics. But
at the end of the French and Indian War British numerical superiority became overwhelming, in spite of
almost the whole male population of Canada being mobilized, and standard European tactics won the day and
the war. The British Army was largely recruited among the poor and the criminal classes; yet, the independent
companies had lower status. Their ranks were often filled with people who had left the regular service â€”
former soldiers mainly, but also deserters. The officers were often promoted non-commissioned officers. The
independent companies became rooted in the local society, often transforming the military service into a
sideline of a civilian occupation, and remaining in the colonies after expiration of the enlistment period.
Provincial troops in the French and Indian Wars When war began, the several colonies organized their own
military forces, provincial troops, through temporary enlistments. The soldiers came from the lower orders of
society, which did not strengthen their reliability or efficiency. Massachusetts Bay , New York and
Connecticut usually mobilized large contingents, while the southern colonies always very reluctantly
contributed to the imperial cause. The British Army did not have high opinions of the battleworthiness of the
provincial troops, with the exception of the ranger units. During conjoint operations the provincial troops were
subject to the very strict British Articles of War. The officers of the provincial troops had lower relative rank
than the officers of the regular army; a provincial field officer ranked as a senior British captain, although
these officers were members of the colonial elite, often members of colonial legislatures. Disputes concerning
rank and precedent between regular and provincial officers were common. Junior provincial officers were
often popular militia officers, who easily could recruit a company of men. Militia United States Each colony
had its own militia, which in principle contained all able-bodied men 16 to 60 years of age. In reality,
however, membership in the militia was restricted to the more substantial members of society, since every
militiaman had to provide himself with a musket, knapsack, powder, bullets, flints, and sword. Each local
community organized its own militia. The officers were either appointed by the governor or elected by the
men. The main task of the local militia was local defense, rarely serving in the field but acting as a more or
less efficient home guard. The colonial militia was more important than its counterpart in British America.
Compagnies Franches de la Marine The French colonies were administrated through the secretary of state for
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the navy, and naval troops garrisoned New France. The French marines were organized into independent
companies called Compagnies franches. During the French and Indian War, naval gunner-bombardier
companies were also stationed in North America. All promotions were by merit; purchase of commissions was
prohibited. The British rangers were an attempt to replicate the tactics of the French colonial marines. Its depot
was in Rochefort , but its companies served in North American and the Caribbean. In two additional battalions
arrived from Royal Roussilon and La Sarre , followed the next year by two battalions from de Berry. An
artillery company was also sent over the Atlantic. Colonial militia in Canada The Canadian colonial militia
enjoyed a substantially higher morale and battleworthiness than the British provincial troops and the militia of
the British colonies. This was only true, however, when they were employed as home guard or as wilderness
warriors. Besides a combat role, the Canadian militia also fulfilled important tasks behind the lines, such as
transportation and road building. The Covenant Chain joined the Iroquois with the colony of New York and
other British colonies in a compact that generally benefitted the parties and ultimately was disastrous for
France. Franco-Indian alliance France recognized the independence of the Indian tribes while claiming
sovereignty over their territory at the same time, as well as the right to plead the cause of their Indian allies in
the face of other European powers. The French allies accepted this protectorate since it permitted
self-government and a traditional lifestyle. Religious reasons and the need for a refuge from the English attack
motivated their dislocation to French territory. At the end of the French and Indian wars, all resident Indians
were joined in the confederation of the Seven Nations of Canada. The complex network of relations was
fundamental between some Indian tribes and some colonies, the Indian tribes becoming the allies of the
colonial powers. The warfare included the widespread and escalating abuse of civilians on all sides, in which
settlements were attacked, both Colonial and Indian, the residents killed or abducted, and houses and crops
burned.
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Britain made considerable gains. In addition, while France regained its factories in India, France recognized
British clients as the rulers of key Indian native states, and pledged not to send troops to Bengal. Britain
agreed to demolish its fortifications in British Honduras now Belize , but retained a logwood-cutting colony
there. Britain confirmed the right of its new subjects to practise Catholicism. In turn France gained the return
of its sugar colony, Guadeloupe, which it considered more valuable than Canada. New Orleans on the east side
remained in French hands albeit temporarily. The treaty states in Article VII: It is farther stipulated, that the
vessels belonging to the subjects of either nation shall not be stopped, visited, or subjected to the payment of
any duty whatsoever. The stipulations inserted in the IVth article, in favour of the inhabitants of Canada shall
also take place with regard to the inhabitants of the countries ceded by this article. British perspective[ edit ]
While the war was fought all over the world, the British began the war over French possessions in North
America. British Prime Minister Lord Bute wanted a peace that would not aggravate France towards a second
war. Although the Protestant British worried about having so Roman Catholic subjects, Great Britain did not
want to antagonize France through expulsion or forced conversion. Also, it did not want French settlers to
leave Canada to strengthen other French settlements in North America. However, France needed peace to
rebuild. Canada in the Treaty of Paris[ edit ] The article states: His Most Christian Majesty renounces all
pretensions which he has heretofore formed or might have formed to Nova Scotia or Acadia in all its parts,
and guaranties the whole of it, and with all its dependencies, to the King of Great Britain: Moreover, his Most
Christian Majesty cedes and guaranties to his said Britannick Majesty, in full right, Canada, with all its
dependencies, as well as the island of Cape Breton, and all the other islands and coasts in the gulph and river
of St. Lawrence, and in general, every thing that depends on the said countries, lands, islands, and coasts, with
the sovereignty, property, possession, and all rights acquired by treaty, or otherwise, which the Most Christian
King and the Crown of France have had till now over the said countries, lands, islands, places, coasts, and
their inhabitants, so that the Most Christian King cedes and makes over the whole to the said King, and to the
Crown of Great Britain, and that in the most ample manner and form, without restriction, and without any
liberty to depart from the said cession and guaranty under any pretence, or to disturb Great Britain in the
possessions above mentioned. His Britannick Majesty, on his side, agrees to grant the liberty of the Catholick
religion to the inhabitants of Canada: His Britannick Majesty farther agrees, that the French inhabitants, or
others who had been subjects of the Most Christian King in Canada, may retire with all safety and freedom
wherever they shall think proper, and may sell their estates, provided it be to the subjects of his Britannick
Majesty, and bring away their effects as well as their persons, without being restrained in their emigration,
under any pretence whatsoever, except that of debts or of criminal prosecutions: The term limited for this
emigration shall be fixed to the space of eighteen months, to be computed from the day of the exchange of the
ratification of the present treaty. Dunkirk question[ edit ] During the negotiations that led to the treaty, a major
issue of dispute between Britain and France had been over the status of the fortifications of the French coastal
settlement of Dunkirk. The British had long feared that it would be used as a staging post to launch a French
invasion of Britain. Under the Treaty of Utrecht in they had forced France to concede extreme limits on the
fortifications there. The Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle had allowed more generous terms, [18] and France had
constructed greater defences for the town. By the Treaty Britain forced France to accept the earlier conditions
and demolish the fortifications they had constructed since then. Reaction[ edit ] When Lord Bute became
Prime Minister in , he pushed for a resolution to the war with France and Spain, fearing that Great Britain
could not govern all of its newly acquired territories. In what Winston Churchill would later term a policy of
"appeasement," Bute returned some colonies to Spain and France in the negotiations. Notable among the
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opposition was former Prime Minister William Pitt, the Elder , who warned that the terms of the treaty would
only lead to further conflicts once France and Spain had time to rebuild. The peace was inadequate, because
the places gained were no equivalent for the places surrendered. Frederick would have to negotiate peace
terms separately in the Treaty of Hubertusburg. The American colonists were disappointed by the protection
of Roman Catholicism in the Treaty of Paris because of their own strong Protestant faith. However, passage
on British ships was expensive. In this period, British laws included various Test Acts to prevent
governmental, judicial, and bureaucratic appointments from going to Roman Catholics. Roman Catholics were
believed to be agents of the Jacobite Pretenders to the throne, who normally resided in France supported by the
French regime. There was a general constitutional principle in the United Kingdom to allow colonies taken
through conquest to continue their own laws. After the signing of the peace treaty guaranteed some rights to
Roman Catholics, some Acadians returned to Canada. However, they were no longer welcome in English
Nova Scotia.
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