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Introduction Knowledge Traditionally, the term "philosophy" referred to any body of knowledge. Natural
philosophy "physics" was the study of the physical world physis, lit: Natural philosophy has split into the
various natural sciences, especially astronomy, physics, chemistry, biology, and cosmology. Moral philosophy
has birthed the social sciences, but still includes value theory including aesthetics, ethics, political philosophy,
etc. Metaphysical philosophy has birthed formal sciences such as logic, mathematics and philosophy of
science, but still includes epistemology, cosmology and others. Philosophical progress Many philosophical
debates that began in ancient times are still debated today. Colin McGinn and others claim that no
philosophical progress has occurred during that interval. In that sense, all cultures and literate societies ask
philosophical questions such as "how are we to live" and "what is the nature of reality". A broad and impartial
conception of philosophy then, finds a reasoned inquiry into such matters as reality, morality and life in all
world civilizations. Socrates was a very influential philosopher, who insisted that he possessed no wisdom but
was a pursuer of wisdom. The Ancient era was dominated by Greek philosophical schools which arose out of
the various pupils of Socrates, such as Plato , who founded the Platonic Academy and his student Aristotle ,
[35] founding the Peripatetic school , who were both extremely influential in Western tradition. Important
topics covered by the Greeks included metaphysics with competing theories such as atomism and monism ,
cosmology , the nature of the well-lived life eudaimonia , the possibility of knowledge and the nature of
reason logos. With the rise of the Roman empire , Greek philosophy was also increasingly discussed in Latin
by Romans such as Cicero and Seneca. Medieval philosophy 5th â€” 16th century is the period following the
fall of the Western Roman Empire and was dominated by the rise of Christianity and hence reflects
Judeo-Christian theological concerns as well as retaining a continuity with Greco-Roman thought. Problems
such as the existence and nature of God , the nature of faith and reason, metaphysics, the problem of evil were
discussed in this period. Some key Medieval thinkers include St. Philosophy for these thinkers was viewed as
an aid to Theology ancilla theologiae and hence they sought to align their philosophy with their interpretation
of sacred scripture. This period saw the development of Scholasticism , a text critical method developed in
medieval universities based on close reading and disputation on key texts. The Renaissance period saw
increasing focus on classic Greco-Roman thought and on a robust Humanism. The 20th century saw the split
between Analytic philosophy and Continental philosophy , as well as philosophical trends such as
Phenomenology , Existentialism , Logical Positivism , Pragmatism and the Linguistic turn. Middle Eastern
philosophy See also: Islamic philosophy and Middle Eastern philosophy The regions of the fertile Crescent ,
Iran and Arabia are home to the earliest known philosophical Wisdom literature and is today mostly
dominated by Islamic culture. Early wisdom literature from the fertile crescent was a genre which sought to
instruct people on ethical action, practical living and virtue through stories and proverbs. Babylonian
astronomy also included much philosophical speculations about cosmology which may have influenced the
Ancient Greeks. Jewish philosophy and Christian philosophy are religio-philosophical traditions that
developed both in the Middle East and in Europe, which both share certain early Judaic texts mainly the
Tanakh and monotheistic beliefs. Later Jewish philosophy came under strong Western intellectual influences
and includes the works of Moses Mendelssohn who ushered in the Haskalah the Jewish Enlightenment ,
Jewish existentialism and Reform Judaism. Pre-Islamic Iranian philosophy begins with the work of Zoroaster ,
one of the first promoters of monotheism and of the dualism between good and evil. This dualistic cosmogony
influenced later Iranian developments such as Manichaeism , Mazdakism , and Zurvanism. After the Muslim
conquests , Early Islamic philosophy developed the Greek philosophical traditions in new innovative
directions. This Islamic Golden Age influenced European intellectual developments. The two main currents of
early Islamic thought are Kalam which focuses on Islamic theology and Falsafa which was based on
Aristotelianism and Neoplatonism. The work of Aristotle was very influential among the falsafa such as
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al-Kindi 9th century , Avicenna â€” June and Averroes 12th century. Others such as Al-Ghazali were highly
critical of the methods of the Aristotelian falsafa. Islamic thinkers also developed a scientific method ,
experimental medicine, a theory of optics and a legal philosophy. Ibn Khaldun was an influential thinker in
philosophy of history. In Iran several schools of Islamic philosophy continued to flourish after the Golden Age
and include currents such as Illuminationist philosophy , Sufi philosophy , and Transcendent theosophy. The
19th- and 20th-century Arab world saw the Nahda awakening or renaissance movement which influenced
contemporary Islamic philosophy. Indian philosophy Main articles: Eastern philosophy and Indian philosophy
Indian philosophy Sanskrit: Buddhist philosophy begins with the thought of Gautama Buddha fl. The Buddhist
philosophy is traditionally classified into four schools, states Karl Potter â€” the editor of The Encyclopedia of
Indian Philosophies. They contributed to the two major surviving traditions of Buddhism, the Mahayana and
the Theravada. Buddhist philosophy incorporates epistemology, metaphysics, ethics and psychology to end
rebirth and associated dukkha. Mahayana philosophers such as Nagarjuna and Vasubandhu developed the
theories of Shunyata emptiness of all phenomena and Vijnapti-matra appearance only , a form of
phenomenology or transcendental idealism. After the disappearance of Buddhism from India, these
philosophical traditions continued to develop in the Tibetan Buddhist , East Asian Buddhist and Theravada
Buddhist traditions. They represent a "collection of philosophical views that share a textual connection",
according to Chadha. Hindu philosophers of the six schools developed systems of epistemology pramana and
investigated topics such as metaphysics, ethics, psychology guna , hermeneutics and soteriology within the
framework of the Vedic knowledge, while presenting a diverse collection of interpretations. Jain philosophy
Jain philosophy accepts the concept of a permanent soul jiva as one of the five astikayas, or eternal infinite
categories that make up the substance of existence. The other four being dharma, adharma, akasha space and
pudgala matter. The Jain thought separates matter from the soul completely. Digambara sky dressed, naked
and Svetambara white dressed , along with several more minor traditions such as Terapanthis. Digambara and
Svetambara, along with several more minor traditions such as Terapanthis. The Jain thought holds that all
existence is cyclic, eternal and uncreated. East Asian philosophical thought began in Ancient China , and
Chinese philosophy begins during the Western Zhou Dynasty and the following periods after its fall when the
" Hundred Schools of Thought " flourished 6th century to BCE. These philosophical traditions developed
metaphysical, political and ethical theories such Tao , Yin and yang , Ren and Li which, along with Chinese
Buddhism , directly influenced Korean philosophy , Vietnamese philosophy and Japanese philosophy which
also includes the native Shinto tradition. During later Chinese dynasties like the Ming Dynasty â€” as well as
in the Korean Joseon dynasty â€” a resurgent Neo-Confucianism led by thinkers such as Wang Yangming â€”
became the dominant school of thought, and was promoted by the imperial state. In the Modern era, Chinese
thinkers incorporated ideas from Western philosophy. Modern Japanese thought meanwhile developed under
strong Western influences such as the study of Western Sciences Rangaku and the modernist Meirokusha
intellectual society which drew from European enlightenment thought. The 20th century saw the rise of State
Shinto and also Japanese nationalism. The Kyoto School , an influential and unique Japanese philosophical
school developed from Western phenomenology and Medieval Japanese Buddhist philosophy such as that of
Dogen. African philosophy Main article: African philosophy African philosophy is philosophy produced by
African people , philosophy that presents African worldviews, ideas and themes, or philosophy that uses
distinct African philosophical methods. Modern African thought has been occupied with Ethnophilosophy ,
with defining the very meaning of African philosophy and its unique characteristics and what it means to be
African. Another early African philosopher was Anton Wilhelm Amo c. Contemporary African thought has
also seen the development of Professional philosophy and of Africana philosophy , the philosophical literature
of the African diaspora which includes currents such as black existentialism by African-Americans. Modern
African thinkers have been influenced by Marxism , African-American literature , Critical theory , Critical
race theory , Postcolonialism and Feminism. Indigenous American philosophy is the philosophy of the
Indigenous people of the Americas. There is a wide variety of beliefs and traditions among these different
American cultures. Among some of the Native Americans in the United States there is a belief in a
metaphysical principle called the "Great Mystery" Siouan: Wakan Tanka , Algonquian: Another widely shared
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concept was that of Orenda or "spiritual power". According to Peter M. Whiteley, for the Native Americans,
"Mind is critically informed by transcendental experience dreams, visions and so on as well as by reason.
Another feature of the indigenous American worldviews was their extension of ethics to non-human animals
and plants. The Aztec worldview posited the concept of an ultimate universal energy or force called Ometeotl
which can be translated as "Dual Cosmic Energy" and sought a way to live in balance with a constantly
changing, "slippery" world. The theory of Teotl can be seen as a form of Pantheism. Aztec ethics was focused
on seeking tlamatiliztli knowledge, wisdom which was based on moderation and balance in all actions as in
the Nahua proverb "the middle good is necessary". These groupings allow philosophers to focus on a set of
similar topics and interact with other thinkers who are interested in the same questions. The groupings also
make philosophy easier for students to approach. Students can learn the basic principles involved in one aspect
of the field without being overwhelmed with the entire set of philosophical theories. Various sources present
different categorical schemes. The categories adopted in this article aim for breadth and simplicity. These five
major branches can be separated into sub-branches and each sub-branch contains many specific fields of
study.
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"Not only do moral laws, along with their principles, differ essentially in practical cognition from all the rest, in which there
is something empirical, but all moral philosophy rests entirely on its pure part and, applied to the human being, it does
not borrow the least thing from our acquintance with.

As the story goes, Chaerephon asks the oracle whether anyone is wiser than Socrates. Socrates reports that he
is puzzled by this answer since so many other people in the community are well known for their extensive
knowledge and wisdom, and yet Socrates claims that he lacks knowledge and wisdom. Socrates does an
investigation to get to the bottom of this puzzle. He interrogates a series of politicians, poets, and craftsmen.
The most knowledgeable of the bunch, the craftsmen, know about their craft, but they claim to know things far
beyond the scope of their expertise. Socrates, so we are told, neither suffers the vice of claiming to know
things he does not know, nor the vice of claiming to have wisdom when he does not have wisdom. In this
revelation, we have a potential resolution to the wisdom puzzle in The Apology. Although the story may
initially appear to deliver a clear theory of wisdom, it is actually quite difficult to capture a textually accurate
and plausible theory here. One interpretation is that Socrates is wise because he, unlike the others, believes he
is not wise, whereas the poets, politicians, and craftsmen arrogantly and falsely believe they are wise.
Humility Theory 1 H1: This is a tempting and popular interpretation because Socrates certainly thinks he has
shown that the epistemically arrogant poets, politicians, and craftsmen lack wisdom. Moreover, Socrates
claims that he is not wise, and yet, if we trust the oracle, Socrates is actually wise. Although Socrates does not
boast of his own wisdom, he does believe the oracle. If he was convinced that he was not wise, he would have
rejected the oracle and gone about his business because he would not find any puzzle to unravel. Clearly, he
believes, on some level, that he is wise. Socrates nowhere suggests that he has become unwise after believing
the oracle. Moreover, H1 is false. Many people are clear counterexamples to H1. Many people who believe
they are not wise are correct in their self-assessment. Thus, the belief that one is not wise is not a sufficient
condition for wisdom. Furthermore, it seems that the belief that one is not wise is not necessary for wisdom. It
seems plausible to think that a wise person could be wise enough to realize that she is wise. Too much
modesty might get in the way of making good decisions and sharing what one knows. If one thinks Socrates
was a wise person, and if one accepts that Socrates did, in fact, accept that he was wise, then Socrates himself
is a counterexample to H1. The belief that one is wise could be a perfectly well justified belief for a wise
person. Having the belief that one is wise does not, in itself, eliminate the possibility that the person is wise.
Nor does it guarantee the vice of arrogance. We should hope that a wise person would have a healthy dose of
epistemic self-confidence, appreciate that she is wise, and share her understanding of reality with the rest of us
who could benefit from her wisdom. Thus, the belief that one is not wise is not required for wisdom. H1
focused on believing one is not wise. Another version of the humility theory is worth considering. When
Socrates demonstrates that a person is not wise, he does so by showing that the person lacks some knowledge
that he or she claims to possess. That is, one might consider the following view: Humility Theory 2 H2: S is
wise iff S believes S does not know anything. Unfortunately, this interpretation is not any better than H1. It
falls prey to problems similar to those that refuted H1 both as an interpretation of Socrates, and as an
acceptable account of wisdom. Moreover, remember that Socrates admits that the craftsmen do have some
knowledge. Socrates might have considered them to be wise if they had restricted their confidence and claims
to knowledge to what they actually did know about their craft. Their problem was that they professed to have
knowledge beyond their area of expertise. The problem was not that they claimed to have knowledge. Before
turning to alternative approaches to wisdom, it is worth mentioning another interpretation of Socrates that fits
with the general spirit of epistemic humility. One might think that what Socrates is establishing is that his
wisdom is found in his realization that human wisdom is not a particularly valuable kind of wisdom. Only the
gods possess the kind of wisdom that is truly valuable. It tells us only of its comparative value. Merely
understanding this evaluative insight would not, for reasons similar to those discussed with HP1 and HP2 ,
make one wise. Humility theories of wisdom are not promising, but they do, perhaps, provide us with some
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important character traits associated with wise people. Wise people, one might argue, possess epistemic
self-confidence, yet lack epistemic arrogance. Wise people tend to acknowledge their fallibility, and wise
people are reflective, introspective, and tolerant of uncertainty. Any acceptable theory of wisdom ought to be
compatible with such traits. However, those traits are not, in and of themselves, definitive of wisdom. Wisdom
as Epistemic Accuracy Socrates can be interpreted as providing an epistemic accuracy, rather than an
epistemic humility, theory of wisdom. The poets, politicians, and craftsmen all believe they have knowledge
about topics on which they are considerably ignorant. Socrates, one might argue, believes he has knowledge
when, and only when, he really does have knowledge. Perhaps wise people restrict their confidence to
propositions for which they have knowledge or, at least, to propositions for which they have excellent
justification. Perhaps Socrates is better interpreted as having held an Epistemic Accuracy Theory such as:
Epistemic Accuracy Theory 1 EA1: S is wise iff for all p, S believes S knows p iff S knows p. According to
EA1 , a wise person is accurate about what she knows and what she does not know. If she really knows p, she
believes she knows p. And, if she believes she knows p, then she really does know p. EA1 is consistent with
the idea that Socrates accepts that he is wise and with the idea that Socrates does have some knowledge. EA1
is a plausible interpretation of the view Socrates endorses, but it is not a plausible answer in the search for an
understanding of wisdom. Wise people can make mistakes about what they know. Socrates, Maimonides,
King Solomon, Einstein, Goethe, Gandhi, and every other candidate for the honor of wisdom have held false
beliefs about what they did and did not know. It is easy to imagine a wise person being justified in believing
she possesses knowledge about some claim, and also easy to imagine that she could be shown to be mistaken,
perhaps long after her death. If EA1 is true, then just because a person believes she has knowledge when she
does not, she is not wise. It is hard to imagine that anyone at all is, or ever has been, wise if EA1 is correct.
We could revise the Epistemic Accuracy Theory to get around this problem. That excuses people with bad
epistemic luck. Epistemic Accuracy 2 EA2: EA2 gets around the problem with EA1. One might argue that
through his questioning, Socrates reveals not that his opponents lack knowledge because their beliefs are false,
but he demonstrates that his opponents are not justified in holding the views they profess to know. Since the
craftsmen, poets, and politicians questioned by Socrates all fail his interrogation, they were shown, one might
argue, to have claimed to have knowledge when their beliefs were not even justified. Many philosophers
would hesitate to endorse this interpretation of what is going on in The Apology. Many philosophers would
argue that having very good evidence, or forming a belief via a reliable process, would be sufficient for
justification. Proving, or demonstrating to an interrogator, that one is justified is another matter, and not
necessary for simply being justified. Socrates, some might argue, shows only that the craftsmen, poets, and
politicians cannot defend themselves from his questions. He does not show, one might argue, that the poets,
politicians, and craftsmen have unjustified beliefs. Since we gain very little insight into the details of the
conversation in this dialogue, it would be unfair to dismiss this interpretation on these grounds. Perhaps
Socrates did show, through his intense questioning, that the craftsmen, poets, and politicians formed and held
their beliefs without adequate evidence or formed and held them through unreliable belief forming processes.
Socrates only reports that they did not know all that they professed to know. Even if EA2 is exactly what
Socrates meant, some philosophers would argue that one could be justified in believing a proposition, but not
realize that she is justified. If that is a possible situation for a wise person to be in, then she might be justified,
but fail to believe she has knowledge. Could a wise person be in such a situation, or is it necessary that a wise
person would always recognize the epistemic value of what he or she believes? There is no need to resolve this
issue here because EA1 and EA2 fall prey to another, much less philosophically thorny and controversial
problem. EA1 and EA2 suffer from a similar, and very serious, problem. Imagine a person who has very little
knowledge. Suppose further, that the few things she does know are of little or no importance. She could be the
sort of person that nobody would ever go to for information or advice. Such a person could be very cautious
and believe that she knows only what she actually knows. Although she would have accurate beliefs about
what she does and does not know, she would not be wise. This shows that EA1 is flawed. As for EA2 ,
imagine that she believes she knows only what she is actually justified in believing. She is still not wise. It
should be noted, however, that although accuracy theories do not provide an adequate account of wisdom, they
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reveal an important insight. Perhaps a necessary condition for being wise is that wise people think they have
knowledge only when their beliefs are highly justified. Or, even more simply, perhaps wise people have
epistemically justified, or rational, beliefs. Wisdom as Knowledge An alternative approach to wisdom focuses
on the more positive idea that wise people are very knowledgeable people.
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WIT & WISDOM "JUST CLICKED". In Ohio's Mad River local schools, the Wit & Wisdom philosophy of "teach more
meaningful English" is taking root across the district.. Mad River's journey towards ELA achievement was a winding road
of initial excitement, midway tentativeness, and productive struggleâ€”culminating in a feeling of pure joy.

In Christian theology , "wisdom" Hebrew: Sapientia describes an aspect of God, or the theological concept
regarding the wisdom of God. Paul the Apostle states that worldly wisdom thinks the claims of Christ to be
foolishness. However, to those who are "on the path to salvation" Christ represents the wisdom of God. The
book of Proverbs in the Bible primarily focuses on wisdom, and was primarily written by one of the wisest
kings according to Jewish history, King Solomon. Solomon basically states that with the wisdom one receives
from God, one will be able to find success and happiness in life. For example in the area of good and bad
behaviour Proverbs states, "The way of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, But He loves him who
pursues righteousness Proverbs In relation to fairness and business it is stated that, "A false balance is an
abomination to the Lord, But a just weight is His delight" Proverbs On the truth it is said, "Lying lips are an
abomination to the Lord, But those who deal faithfully are His delight" These are a few examples of what,
according to Solomon, are good and wise in the eyes of God, or bad and foolish, and in doing these good and
wise things, one becomes closer to God by living in an honorable and kind manner. It reiterates Proverbs
message of wisdom coming from God by stating, "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. James also explains how wisdom helps one
acquire other forms of virtue, "But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving,
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. In addition, James focuses on
using this God-given wisdom to perform acts of service to the less fortunate. Apart from Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, and James, other main books of wisdom in the Bible are Job, Psalms, and 1 and 2 Corinthians,
which give lessons on gaining and using wisdom through difficult situations. Wisdom is the antidote to the
self-chosen poison of ignorance. The Buddha has much to say on the subject of wisdom including: He who
arbitrates a case by force does not thereby become just established in Dhamma. But the wise man is he who
carefully discriminates between right and wrong. But he who is calm, free from hatred and fear, is verily
called a wise man. But he who, as if holding a pair of scales, takes the good and shuns the evil, is a wise man;
he is indeed a muni by that very reason. He who understands both good and evil as they really are, is called a
true sage. The god of wisdom is Ganesha and the goddess of knowledge is Saraswati. Lead me from darkness
to light. Lead me from death to immortality. May there be peace, peace, and perfect peace". Wisdom in
Hinduism is knowing oneself as the truth, basis for the entire Creation, i. Further it means realization that an
individual through right conduct and right living over an unspecified period comes to realize their true
relationship with the creation and the Paramatma who rules it. The term occurs a number of times in the Quran
, notably in Sura 2: And none will remember except those of understanding. For indeed it is not the eyes that
grow blind, but it is the hearts, which are within the bosoms, that grow blind. This section needs additional
citations for verification.
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Presented by: Grace McAlpine Review written by: John Pratt. 45 members and guests attended a wonderful
presentation by Grace on the teachings of wisdom handed down through the ages in many forms, artistically, orally and
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