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Introduction[ edit ] The state of Wyoming has had its impact on American culture as strongly as any other
state. Known for its sprawling mountain ranges, grass plains and low population density, Wyoming has been a
romanticized part of American culture for over a hundred years. In the days of the Wild West, Wyoming was
full of buffalo herds and cowboys. His circus-like attraction included stories from cowboys and Native
Americans, feats of skill, staged races and other attractions. Stuffed Jackalope in restaurant near Death Valley
The state has also inspired the myth of the Jackalope, which has become almost legendary in American
mythology. A "killer rabbit", the Jackalope gets its name for having the body of a rabbit and antlers like an
antelope. The Jackalope was supposedly discovered by Douglas Herrick in , and stuffed "Jackalopes" have
since become a popular addition to many American households, hotels and bars. Wyoming is also notable for
the many landmarks it has. Jackson Hole is a large valley located near the western border of Idaho, containing
grasslands surrounded by picturesque mountain ranges. Yellowstone National Park is perhaps more widely
known than Jackson Hole. It was the first national park in the world to be established. It possesses very
unique, almost undisturbed ecosystems, a still active volcano and multitude of geysers, the most well known
being "Old Faithful". Theodore Roosevelt established it as a national monument on September 24, It is a large
igneous intrusion that rises over a thousand feet above the surrounding plains. Today, it is a popular spot for
climbers and sightseers. Skiing and snowboarding, mountain biking, rock climbing, canoeing and kayaking
are all popular and attract people from around the world. Panoramic view of snowy mountains of the Teton
Range, looking west from Jackson Hole. Cowboys and the Wild West Ideal[ edit ] One of the most iconic
images brought to mind when asked about Wyoming is the cowboy and the "Old West" ideal. The Western
cowboy image is one of a young man on horseback, wearing a Stetson, and taming the wild land. The cowboy
is a character that has been a part of the Western image for a long time. Wyoming has long been known as a
picturesque, beautiful, wild and untamed scene by the Eastern states that was ripe for plunder and discovery.
This image of Wyoming lead to the creation of Yellowstone National Park and the dude ranches of the 19th
century. The cowboy grew in popularity out of this idea because of his perceived intense connection with the
wild nature which was lacking in urban states. During the 19th century, when many Eastern states were
industrializing, the cowboy became the image that represented the idea of returning to nature, and the wild,
untamed, and unconquered ideal of the west. The Cowboy In the s there was a great increase in the
establishment of dude ranches, or guest ranches, which provided closer lodgings to Yellowstone National
Park. Until that time, the park was comparatively unattainable to those who were not wealthy because it would
have consisted of a very long journey. This created an increased stream of tourists into the state and helped
solidify the idea of the rough, untamed land of Wyoming. The surge of tourism in the early twentieth century
coincides with, and partially caused, the increasing popularity of the Wild West shows which maintained the
idea that Wyoming was an exciting place filled with adventure where iconic western figures ruled the land.
These Wild West themed performances, for example the Buffalo Bill shows, changed the idea of the cowboy,
from someone who held a monotonous, lonely job to an American hero of the west. This hero embodied the
strength, determination and rugged appeal of the Western frontier. The popular image of the cowboy today
refers to the idealized image of the past frontier life. In reality, this life was not as romantic or heroic as it has
been made out to be. The real cowboys of the Wild West were often single men moving along with their herd,
leading a nomadic life. Nature did not make it easy for them, taking a toll on both the men and their animals.
The cowboy image created a romantic depiction of the west, it was a place where each man could succeed and
could make something of himself. Cowboys in Wyoming represented the idealized past, a nostalgia for the
untamed land and simple living. Modern example of a dude ranch in the west. Dude ranches are still popular
throughout the States, and especially in Wyoming. They have come a long way since the early days of western
expansion and offer 5 star longings, shopping areas and other tourist attractions. These ranches have
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transformed into a resort style business with outdoor swimming pools and tennis courts. They still posses the
classic Wyoming ideals of rodeos, trail rides, hiking and hunting but with a twenty-first century twist. Frontier
Days and the Rodeo[ edit ] The rodeo is an iconic image of Western American culture, such as in the state of
Wyoming, has remained an American tradition for over a century. The rodeo combines multiple elements of
the Western culture into an event that consists of competitions, displays of skill, and performances that involve
animals, Native Americans, horse back riding, as well as rope, knife and gun tricks. For many Eastern
Americans the actions and culture depicted in the rodeos shaped their view of the Wyoming "Wild West. The
rodeo arena was covered with animal waste and pathogens that created an unhygienic threat for anybody who
came in contact with the space. When a performer was thrown from an animal, the impact with the toxic
ground could create fresh wounds and expose them to infection. With poor living conditions and constant
travel from one venue to another, infections were likely to become a serious and possibly life-threatening
health concern. These problems were kept out of the public eye to maintain the popular culture perception of
the invincible Western cowboy. For much if its history, the rodeo has been a strong advertiser of cigarettes.
This has lead to the coupling of cigarettes and cowboys in the rodeo which has been later seen in western
movies. Mainly after the mid-twentieth century, cigarette companies, specifically smokeless cigarettes, have
created their own image of the western cowboy through advertising and product placement. Most stereotypical
cowboy imagery stems from cigarette advertisements. Although rough riding and roping shows appear to have
existed in the mid 19th century, the first official rodeo show is attributed to Lander, Wyoming in From here
on, many rodeo shows continued to bring forth entertainment to the public. A reward of twenty five dollars
was even offered to anyone who brought a horse which no one could ride. A similar show was held the
following year, pulling in at least 1, people who came to watch the wild shows. Despite the popularity of these
yearly rodeo competitions, the city of Cheyenne stole the spotlight from Laramie by hosting a "Wild West"
themed show, called Frontier Days. The first of which was held September, The Frontier Days was held on
August 28th and 29th. Two months leading up to this show, there was a contest for providing ideas for the
upcoming show and whoever submitted the best idea for the event received a ten dollar prize. The contest was
a rather ingenious idea from the Frontier Days Committee as many ideas were submitted. They only had to
pay the winner of the contest with the best idea. This contest allowed them to spend very little and in return
get a list of events people wanted to see in order for the shows to benefit them in the long run. Some of the
events included masquerade balls that were added to the shows in and vaudeville performances also
incorporated into the shows in The article was referring to the eighth annual Frontier Days on August 30th
and 31st. Some of the new events added were car races, as people were bringing vehicles from as far away as
Denver, Colorado. The article claimed that "more than cowboys, cowgirls, Indians, United States troops, etc.
Highlights of the two-day show included a gymkhana race, and re-enactments of key events in Wyoming
history including mock weddings and elections. However, the rest of the state did not enjoy the tourism rates
as much as Cheyenne managed to garner. The shows and rodeos outside of Cheyenne were mostly attended by
natives of Wyoming. The Frontier is still an annual event in Cheyenne, and runs for 10 days at the end of July.
Many events have been added to the rodeo in recent years, including a Wild West Museum and Indian Village
where the history of Wyoming is proudly documented. Over time, out of state tourism has declined which has
caused the Frontier to modernize the rodeo, trying to appeal to a younger demographic. Lady Antebellum, the
popular American country music band, will be performing at the Frontier as a pull for younger attendants and
increased revenue. Bucking Horse and Rider[ edit ] Steamboat The two symbols most associated with the state
of Wyoming may very well be the cowboy and his horse. The logo was originally designed by First Sergeant
George N. Ostrom and was soon after adopted by the United States Army as a means of identifying gun trails,
trucks, helmets and other equipment. Units were ordered to come up with a symbol that could be stenciled to
their equipment on the battlefield and the bucking horse and rider was born. The US Mint for Wyoming The
commander of the 66th Artillery Brigade was so taken by the design he cancelled all other designs and began
putting the insignia on all the equipment. The evolution of the symbol goes beyond military uses. True to draft
his own model for a state plate; this, to no surprise, included the Bucking Horse and Rider. The license plate
still carries that symbol on it today. It was the forty fourth coin released by the Mint in symbolism of
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Wyoming being the forty fourth state to join the republic on July 10, The University of Wyoming also uses
the legendary logo on their helmet with the silhouette filled in brown and outlined in gold. Cody was best
known for his autobiographies which depict the adventures he had in his life. Many of the stories told are hard
to distinguish between reality and fantasy due to the bewilderment of them. He was of Spanish-Irish descent.
In , his parents, Isaac Cody and Mary Anne Lealock moved their family of eight children to the Kansas
frontier where they operated a small store. The family was against slavery, which was a prominent issue in
Kansas and the United States at the time. This caused many problems for them as the pro-slavery group was
very outspoken. These men tried to kill Isaac Cody, and ended up wounding him on one attempt. While his
father was away on business, William heard of a plot to kill his father and rode out to warn him. This was his
first of many adventures that inspired the famous stories of Buffalo Bill. In , Isaac Cody died from a cold. This
left William Cody as the oldest male of family at age He left home to seek work. His first employment was as
a cattle drover on the westbound wagon trains. In , after a drunken evening, Cody ended up signing up and
became a soldier in the Seventh Kansas Regiment. He performed many services including spying on
confederate soldiers as well as scouting for Native Americans.
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